Cary United Methodist Church * % ¥
500 N. 1st Street, Cary, IL 60013 —
(847)639-7627 % * *

Sunday Worship: 9:00am
Youth & Adult Sunday School at 10:15am
Visit us on the web at www.caryumc.org
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Cary United
Methodist Church
May 2026 Newsletter

June Issue - Deadline May 20

We are a family of faith connected with God our Father and Jesus Christ his only Son and empowered by the Holy Spirit.
We are called to serve one another and the community through fellowship in an open, loving, and safe environment.

Sunday Worship at 9:00am ~ Sunday School 10:15am ~ Hospitality Hour at 10:00am
Office Hours: Monday - Friday 9am - 3pm

Church: 847-639-7627  Email: caryumc@caryumc.org Website: www.caryumc.org
Preschool: 847-639-7655 Email: cmp.preschool@gmail.com Website: www.carymethodistpreschool.org



From the Pastor’s Desk
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Dear Sisters and Brothers,

Grace, mercy and peace to you
from God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ.

Just last week, | attended memo-
rial services for two dear colleagues.
As | sat with friends, | was gently
razzed about “failing retirement”
before | retired. They, of course,
were referring to my accepting the
appointment to be the quarter-time
pastor of the First UMC in Lansing. |
can only imagine what my clergy
brothers and sisters will say when
they learn | am also going to serve
as “pastor of visitation” to our re-
tired clergy! For me, all of this is just
evidence that | still love what | do.

Ordained ministry has never been
an occupation for me. It is my very
life; it is who | am. Maybe that is
why | wear a ring engraved with the
words “a priest after Melchizedek”.
It reminds me of the only time in my
life that | thought about leaving the
ministry. After an intense time of
prayer, God’s answer was, “Read
Psalm 110:4 — ‘The Lord has sworn
and will not change his mind. You
are a priest forever according to the
order of Melchizedek.””

| consider myself to be extremely
blessed because God has given me

the opportunity to do exactly what |
have dreamed of doing all my life.
And | will continue to do this even
unto old age because elderly clergy
never retire, they are just put out to
“pastor”.

Psalm 92:13-16
3The righteous bloom like a date
-palm; they thrive like a cedar in
Lebanon; 14planted in the house
of the LORD, they flourish in the
courts of our God.
In old age they still produce
fruit; they are full of sap and
freshness, °attesting that the
LORD is upright, my rock, in
whom there is no wrong.
Tanakh: The Holy Scriptures

Grace and Peace,
Pastor Norval
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Pastor Norval’s Retirement Gift

On May 17, we are celebrating Pastor Norval's retirement. Cary UMC and FRG Commu-
nity Church are better congregations for his good and faithful service.

In lieu of personal gifts, you can commemorate Pastor Norval's retirement with contri-
butions to the Bishop's Appeal 2026 for the Endowment for Theological Education in
Africa. This endowment will equip a new generation of women and men to pastoral min-
istry in some of the world's most challenging missional context. 71% of US pastors hold a
master's degree in Theology, but that number is only 5% for pastors outside the US. If you
would like to contribute, please designate your giving as "Bishop's Appeal" or "retirement
gift".

It's probably not a coincidence that May 17 is also "Miracle Sunday," a date set to
accept contributions to the Endowment for Theological Education from Methodist con-
gregations throughout the world. If you'd like to learn more about the Bishop's Appeal
2026, you can find more information on http://www.umcnic.org/2026BishopsAppeal.

Old Tables Giveaway

We recently purchased some new 8 ft. tables and are getting rid of some the -
old tables in the garage. They are 3 x 8 ft., heavy-duty tables. Also, there is €€

one round table. Call Bruce Nordengren 847-519-2910 or ATTENTIDN!
Rich Heizer 847-846-1723, if you’re interested in taking them. |

“iai= Do these podiums have a story,
. history, or special purpose?

Two wooden podiums have been stored in the Fellowship
. Hall storage closet for many years. They are in rough condi-
% tion, do not appear to be in use, and we need to remove
= them from the storage area.

: Before we do, we’d like to confirm whether either podium
has historical value or is still being used by a group we may
not be aware of. We have already asked Pastor Norval, the
Scouts, and Church Council, and no ongoing use has been
reported.

If you have any information regarding these podiums or
would like to claim them for continued use, please contact
the church office at (847-639-7627). If no use is identified by
May 29, the podiums will find a new home. Thank you!



http://www.umcnic.org/2026BishopsAppeal.

Watch for the VBS giving tree commg soonl

Be on the lookout in the Narthex for our VBS

., Giving Tree. On our tree there will be craft, food
~ and other request slips hung for you to take, pur-
chase, and/or donate towards our 2026 VBS, RAINFOR-
EST FALLS, being held June 8-12, 1-4pm. Once you pur-
chase an item, tape the request slip on it and place it in
the marked bin in the Narthex. At RAINFOREST FALLS,
we are going to be "Exploring the nature of God!"
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VBS Registration forms are in the Narthex on the marble top

Welcome Center area and on a table by the elevator entrance.

Online registration is also available on the CUMC website. Please

spread the word and let us know of anyone in need of tuition as-
sistance! Call or email Sally Lorenzen if you have any questions.
christianed@caryumc.org 847-639-7627x3

Easter Sunday school was great! As usual Ms. Lori and Ms. Chris host-
ed a fun and meaningful Easter One Room Sunday School. We learned
about Easter during the class, did some great crafts and had some
tasty snacks!

Join us May 2 at Jaycee Park Pavil-
ion for FISHING WITH
FRIENDS! Enjoy easy games,
snacks, a raffle basket and fishing
fun with friends of Cary UMC. All
ages welcome.

Nurture team will host the event
that goes from 10-12. Youth 15 and
under do not need a fishing license

u‘*-:.ﬂk"‘,"‘ ;"‘?'-"1 to fish; 16 years and older must
P b ﬂﬁ:: ,_:_ﬂ #‘1 have a license to fish. Youth MUST

BE ACCOMPANIED BY AN ADULT
WHILE AT THE EVENT.


mailto:christianed@caryumc.org

44 May Nurture News

March 28, 2026 CUMC hosted our annual Easter Egg Hunt & Craft Event.

Thank you to everyone who generously donated their time, talents, items, and prayers of
support to Egg Hunt 2026. After all the eggs were emptied, the children enjoyed one of our
delicious Easter cookies, followed by partaking in fun Easter crafts and community fellowship.
It was wonderful to see families enjoying themselves in preparation for celebration of the res-
urrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! We love seeing so many new faces among our
regular attendees. HE HAS RISEN.... HALLELUJAH!
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Saying Good-Bye

We cannot believe that our year is coming to an end. It has truly been
a blessing to work with each family here at CMP. To the families who
will not be returning next year, we wish your family the best, and we
hope that you will come back to visit us. For those who are coming
back next year, enjoy your summer vacation with your

families. We will count the days until the next school

yearlll

God's Blessings, Laura Collier

Mother's Day Celebrations | | Promotion/Sport's Day Picnic

Our classes will have special
Mother's Day celebrations.
The 3's and Pre-K 4/5's
classrooms will celebrate on
Friday, May 8, at 10am
School will start late for the Mom's Day
celebrations. The parents and students
will show up at 10am together and stay
until the celebration is over as there is
no Stay & Play that day.
The 2's classroom will cel-
ebrate on Thursday, May
7, at 10am. (Please note...
the other classes will
begin school at their
regular time on Thursday).

April & May Thank You's...

Thank you to everyone who donated fun favors
for our Easter goodie bags. Also, a special thank
you to moms Ashley Jenrette, Emily Snyder, and
Phoebe Huang (4/5's classroom), and Alyssa Rintz
& Tayler Ringstrand (3's classroom), for all of your
help with our Easter parties!

Thank you to our CMP Board for all of their hard
work this year! Whether it be planning Family
Reading Night, helping with fundraising, organizing
the Ice Cream Social and Basket Raffle, or just
brainstorming with us to make CMP better, working
together with you ladies has been amazing, and we
couldn't do all of this without you!

Last, but not least, we would also like to thank
everyone so much for your continued support
throughout this year, whether it be donating extra
supplies or helping out in other ways, and we can't
thank you all enough for making us feel so loved
during Teacher Appreciation Week! We are so
blessed and grateful to have such wonderful, car-
ing families at CMP!

We will start the last day of school
(May 22) with a promotion celebration
for our 3's and Pre-K 4/5's classes.
Please come with your child at 9am and
drop off as you would normally do. Please
park your car and go to the sanctuary
upstairs. The children will sing some
special songs and receive a certificate
of achievement from their teachers.
After the celebration, we will have our
Sport's Day and popsicle treats out
front. There will be different activities
set up. It should be a funday. Ifit
rains, we will move our celebration
indoors.

Our 2's class will have their last day
on Thursday, May 21. It will be a
regular day of school with some fun
outdoor activities and a special treat. :)

Enrollment Update

We have limited openings in our 2's,
3's, & Pre-K 4/5's classrooms. If you
know someone who wants to sign up,
Please encourage them to do so as
soon as possible!

Our school, our children, our church. All connected with |ove.

Cary Methodist Preschool

May 2026

Reminders:

© Check your child's calendar daily
for the special things they need
to bring to school each day.

© May 2027 deposit is due the
10th of this month.

© We are going outside daily, so
please be sure your child is
wearing appropriate playground
shoes and has a jacket if needed.

***Have any old newspapers lying
around? We'll take them! ***

Important Dates:

Teacher April 27- May 1

No School/
Teacher Work

Wed., May 6

Mom's Day
Celebrations
(see explanation)

2's- May 7 at 10am
3's - May 8 at 10am
4/5's - May 8 at 10am

Stretch-n-Grow |2's - May 5

3's & 4/5's - May 15

Scholastic Book | Sat., May 9
Orders Due
Chapel 3's & 4/5's- Fri., May 15

2's Thurs., May 14

Terrific 2's class-

Thurs., May 21
Last day of school

Promotion & Fri. May 23 at 9:30 am
Sport’s Day (in Sanctuary)
(3's & 4/5's)

PLEASE NOTE:

This summer I will send home an
individualized email that will let you
know what items/payments I will
need to collect from you by Meet
the Teacher Day for the 2026-
2027 school year.

Cary Methodist Preschool, 500 N. First St., Cary, IL 60013 847-639-7655

cmp.preschool@gmail.com
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Financial Status of Cary United Methodist Church

I’'m sorry to say, but we have slipped three months in a row, again (see below). | just know that Easter will
fill our deficit, but we should not always depend on that. It is embarrassing.

Following is the financial status of CUMC for January through February 2026.

As usual, If you have any questions about the current financial status, please feel free to contact me.
Yours in Christ,
Tom Swider ¥INANC
Chair, Finance Committee E
(847) 727-9324 or (847) 639-6173 or Email address: swidertc@comcast.net

Current Income for Current Expenses for
March 2025 March 2025
$24,559.15 $30,516.26 -$5,870.80
Current Income for Current Expenses for
January - March January - March 2026
$75,482.10 $92,134.02 -$16,651.92

April 1 - May 15
Healthy Babies Drive

= Kids Above All's Healthy Babies Drive collects childcare
supplies such as baby clothes, diapers, baby wipes, and
more so that our parents, caregivers, babies and toddlers
have the essentials they need for a happy and healthy start
to their lives together.
Contact Catherin Inserra at cinserra@kidaboveall.org for more information.

iy

I
We hope to donate at least 10 of each items below. United Women in Faith will coordinate the
Amazon order through the church account, thus eliminating taxes. Your donation will be on
your CUMC statement.

-

!I 1
“‘ ot Nl | |

Please indicate Quantity

| prefer to donate money for the babies. $

_____ Baby Safety Gate 344.99 Checks: payable to CUMC. Memo: Healthy Babies
_____ Cabinet Locks (Pk of 2) $5.99

NAME:
_____ Stove Knob Covers (Pk of 6) $9.99
_____ Corner Protectors (Pk of 20) $7.99 PHONE:

EMAIL:
_____ Outlet Covers (Pk of 32) $6.37

This order form & your paymentof $______ may
_____ Non-Slip Bathtub Mat $12.99

be put in the offering plate, the office gray box, or
Complete set of Baby Safety Items - $88.32 mailed to the church by May 14.


mailto:swidertc@comcast.net

United Women in Faith May News

Books ‘n Bagels
Next meeting is Friday, May 1, at 7pm, at the church, in Zoom room 112, downstairs. Book title is Under the
Tulip Tree by Michelle Shocklee. Contact Dawn Ferree or Bethany Decker.

Mark your Calendar: Dates for United Women in Faith Events
Tuesday, May 5, 6:30 pm, FH, Leadership Team, all are welcome. Contact Glenda Arnold 312-550-1740

Wednesday, May 13, 11:30am. Location TBD Dorcas Circle. Contact Penny Libert 847-639-2708
Every Wednesday morning, 9:30am, FH, Coffee & Crafts & Conversation. Contact Pat Jacobson 847-639-6173

Every Thursday morning, 8:30am, Women’s Prayer Group at Eggville Café, Cary. Contact Dorothy Fagerson,

Sue Heizer, or Carroll Wagus 847-516-2016

Every fourth Thursday, 7pm, Craft Night. Contact Lori McClellan 847-507-1127

Evening Craft Group
Biven's with United Women in Faith Cary are hosting a sign painting party. They will also
provide the opportunity to do the work for you. We are going to gather on Wednesday,
May 20, at 7pm, in the Fellowship Hall. Reservations are needed.
Contact Lori McClellan (loribmcclellan@comcast.net, 847-507-1127 or in person)

Details: The sign is 36 inches (The previous ones we have done were 24 inches).
Price: $15 if you join us to paint your own. $20 if you want it painted for you.

Happy Spring and Hallelujah! We hope you all had
a wonderful Easter celebration.

As we move forward into the warmer and wetter
seasons, we focus on the renewal and rejuvenation
of our souls and surroundings

In that spirit of supporting new life, (and new
moms!) we are participating in the Healthy Babies
Drive to benefit Kids Above All in Des Plaines.
Diapers, baby gates, wipes and other baby proofing
accoutrement are among their most needed items.
We will collect funds to purchase items from their
Amazon Wishlist until May 15.

If you’re looking to add new decor to your home
or front porch, come join our Sign Painting Party in
the Fellowship Hall 7pm, May 20. We'll paint 36”
signs. Price is $S15 for materials if you want to come
and paint your own or $20 if you’d rather have one
painted by our resident crafters.

Reservations ARE required. Contact Lori McClellan
loribmcclellan@comcast.net or (847)507-1127.

And of course, we all know spring equals clean-
ing! As you’re cleaning out those crowded garages
and guest rooms know that we can turn those “still
good” finds into something amazing! Donate your

gently used, no-longer-needed items to be sold at
our big, annual Rummage Sale, July 24-26. We’'ll
gratefully accept a wide variety of donations—
clothing, kitchen gadgets, household items, toys,
tools, etc. etc. Please do make sure items are clean,
usable, and in resale condition!

Not only is it the perfect time to start setting
items aside—but also to consider volunteering to
help make this sale a success. Watch for more de-
tails as the dates get closer. Questions or ready to
volunteer? Please contact:

Christina Rank (christinarank2000@gmail.com) or
Stacy Nordengren (bnordengren@comcast.net).

Finally, we must embrace the bittersweet nature
of renewal and new beginnings as we celebrate
Pastor Norval Brown’s retirement. We are so very
grateful for his time shepherding this congregation;
and even as we wish him well in his next chapter of
service, we will surely miss his energy, humor,
unique perspective and boundless compassion.

Thank you. ,
United

-, - Women
IV inFaith

"
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May Birthdays
5/2 5/18 5/23
Jake Ferree Mike Fagerson Addison Green
Maggie Frieman 5/19 Kay Smith
5/9 Kelsey Krigas Josh Sukow
Emerson Brashear ~ 5/20 5/25
Lois Voss Lynn Grap John Crick
5/11 Allison Seubert Kathy Spillner
Kevin Arnold 5/21 5/26
5/12 Katrina Zentefis Sam Prather
James Weisser 5/22 Wyatt Prather
5/16 Stephanie Sukow Tom Swider
Julie Poe 5/28

Emma Smith

May Anniversaries

Bryan & Amy Reynolds 5/1
Gary & Dorothy Fagerson 5/5
Jeff & Julie Lilly 5/16
Jack & Nancy Petriak 5/16
Nate & Melissa Smith 5/25

Message from Sue
Heizer:

Rosebud Reservation: Is it time? Have
we all been thinking about it, oris it
just me? | have felt the calling of God
to action. It’s been awhile since we’ve
been to Rosebud Reservation. Is there
any interest in planning another trip
out to South Dakota? Please let me
know what your thoughts are.

Sue Heizer 847-217-6002

Message from
Ray & Chris Weisser

To all of our wonderful church family and friends
at CUMC:

We want to thank you for the gracious outpouring
of love and support after our auto accident and
surgeries. We have been truly overwhelmed with
the meals, rides, loaning of wheelchairs, walkers
and other medical equipment, cards, emails and
assistance with our two dogs and shopping when
we were unable to drive. The Sunday School chil-
dren made cards and brought them over, which
helped immensely in our recovery. We especially
want to thank all of '

you for your prayers “ .

and
presence.

With the love of Jesus,
Chris and Ray Weisser

Staff & Volunteers

Norval |. Brown Pastor
Sally Lorenzen Christian Education Director
Holly Voss Office Manager
Mary Ellen Spoerl Financial Secretary
Dave DCamp Music Director

Kevin Scott Choir Director
Penny Libert Organist
Jim Ferree Tech/AV Coordinator
Holly Voss Wedding Coordinator
Katrina Zentefis Nursery Coordinator
Sue Heizer Funeral Coordinator
Deb Kraemer and

Judy Sutliff Funeral Luncheon Coordinators
Laura Collier Preschool Director

Arturo Arreola Custodian
Jaime Arreola Custodian

Office Hours:
Monday - Friday: 9am - 3pm
Sunday Schedule:
Worship 9am

Sunday School 10:15am

DONATIONS You Tube Channel
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