
Cary United Methodist Church 
500 N. 1st Street, Cary, IL 60013 
(847)639-7627 

Sunday Worship: 9:00am 

Youth & Adult Sunday School at 10:15am 

Visit us on the web at www.caryumc.org 

April 2026 

FIRST  CLASS  MAIL 

The 

Open            

Door 
Cary United 

Methodist Church 

April 2026 Newsletter 

We are a family of faith connected with God our Father and Jesus Christ his only Son and empowered by the Holy Spirit.   
We are called to serve one another and the community through fellowship in an open, loving, and safe environment. 
 

Sunday Worship at 9:00am  ~  Sunday School 10:15am  ~  Hospitality Hour at 10:00am 
Office Hours: Monday - Friday  9am - 3pm 

Church:  847-639-7627       Email:  caryumc@caryumc.org   Website: www.caryumc.org     
Preschool:  847-639-7655   Email:  cmp.preschool@gmail.com   Website: www.carymethodistpreschool.org 

May Issue - Deadline April 20 



Dear Brothers and sisters, 
     Grace, mercy and peace to you in the 
name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
     “Going out on top” is a phrase often used 
to describe athletes who retire after winning 
a championship. Joe DiMaggio, Otto Graham, 
Bronco Nagurski, Bill Russell are among the 
names of athletes who retired as champions. 
Each had competed for many years, but their 
skills were waning, yet there was within 
them that last great effort to go out on top. 
     As I look to retirement, I feel as if I am 
“going out on top.” I do not come to this mo-
ment champing at the bit, declaring that I 
can’t wait until it’s over, but I come loving 
what I do more now than when I began, and 
I loved it when I began! The Book of Disci-
pline of the United Methodist Church re-
quires that I notify the bishop and other con-
ference officials of my intent/ desire to enter 
into the retired relationship with the annual 
conference. The Board of Ordained Ministry 
– of which I am the chair – has to vote to rec-
ommend me to the executive session of the 
Annual Conference where they must vote to 
decide if I will be granted this designation. I 
would not be disappointed if they voted 
“no”. They have no choice, though. I have 
not stayed in the itinerant ministry for any 
other reason than I love what I do. I share 
with you the letter I wrote to the Bishop re-
garding retiring: 
 

Eight bishops, 17 district superin-
tendents, and 16 parishes ago, I be-
gan a journey with the Northern 
Illinois Conference of the United 
Methodist Church and paraphras-
ing a song my Uncle Thurman sang 
at the Gibbons United Methodist 

Church in Brandywine, MD where I 
grew up, “I wouldn’t take nothing 
for my journey!” I have thoroughly 
enjoyed this ride – perhaps not 
every moment – even so, I still 
wouldn’t take nothing for it. Soon, 
though, 72 years of age will be up-
on me (17 June 2026) and the cove-
nant I have with this beloved de-
nomination and conference calls 
me to retire from this itinerant sys-
tem at the end of this conference 
year. I thank God for the call to this 
most honored and treasured rela-
tionship and pray that I have ful-
filled all that God has called and 
created me to be and to do in this 
work. I thank you for the privilege 
to have worked under your episco-
pal guidance and care and will con-
tinue to pray for you as you shep-
herd this flock. I am trusting that 
God is not finished with me yet and 
it is with excitement that I look to 
see what God has next in store for 
me.  

    Cary United Methodist Church, I thank you 
for helping me to go out on top!  
 
Grace and peace, 
Pastor Norval 
 
 

From the Pastor’s Desk 



Many thanks for all the little toys and candies donated to fill our eggs for our Easter Egg Hunt. 

• April 5: Easter Sunday ~ One Room Sunday School!  We will gather in Wesley Wing following the 

9am Easter service, where we share the Easter joy with our Pre-K through 6th grade students. Please join 

us for Easter lessons and crafting fun. This class will run for the usual one-hour period. 

• April 23: Nurture Team assists at CMP open house. We will join our Cary Methodist Preschool 

staff and families at 5:30pm, in Fellowship Hall after they visit the student’s classrooms. The Nurture 

Team will have a Rainforest Falls raffle basket that families can enter to win, as well as information about 

our upcoming VBS Rainforest Falls! We look forward to sharing time with the children and families of our 

wonderful preschool. 

• May 2: Fishing with Friends. Join us at the Jaycee Park fishing shelter from 10am-

12pm. The children can fish, play simple lawn games and share snacks as we make new 

friends. Youth 15 and under do not need a fishing license - ALL ELSE MUST HAVE  

      A LICENSE TO FISH.  

• May 10: Our CUMC youth will join in singing at our 9am service.                       

      Come enjoy all the beautiful music we have to offer at this special service. 

• Get Ready for RAINFOREST FALLS VBS 

• An event where we will explore the nature of God! This summer VBS will run from    

June   8 - June 12, 1pm to 4pm. So, tell your friends and neighbors to mark their calendars for a life-
changing adventure where their faith will take root!  

• See the CUMC website for more details about sign-up.  



On March 15, 2026, we were blessed to be able to present a third grade Bible to recipient Axel  
Mularski.   Methodists present Bibles to third graders as a long-standing tradition to mark a mile-
stone in faith development, celebrating that children have gained the reading skills necessary to 
study scripture on their own. This tradition signifies the transition from hearing Bible stories to 
reading and understanding them independently, encouraging them to use the Bible in daily life.   
CONGRATULATIONS AXEL!! 



Girls4Ghana Update . . . 

Happy Easter, from United Women in Faith! Thank you to all the helpful seamstresses who answered the call 

on March 7, to donate underwear, period products, and make reusable maxi pads for Girls4Ghana. The event 

had a huge turnout and will surely make an impact on the shared goal to improve the lives of girls in the  

African nation. Access to readily available sanitary products can close the education gap for these girls by 

keeping them in school ALL month and making them less vulnerable to sexual predators relying on supersti-

tion and patriarchal tradition. 

Thank you also for your generous donations to our College Care Ministry Care Packages. Let's keep our schol-

ars fed, happy and thriving this year!         

What's next 

Books ‘n Bagels discussion of Simon Van Booy’s Sipsworth on March 27, at 7 – 8:30pm 

Women’s Prayer Breakfast Thursdays 8:30-10am 

Crafts and Coffee on Wednesdays 9:30-11:30am 

Dorcas Circle April 8, 11:30am-12:30pm 

Craft Night April 23, 7-9pm 

On February 22 we were blessed with a 

performance of “Annie Jr.” at Cary  

United Methodist Church, done by ETC 

performers. What an amazing show 

they put on. If you were at the musical, 

you might recognize these youth from 

our church as they were all superstars in 

the production! BRAVO to these talent-

ed youngsters!!! 



   Our school, our children, our church. All connected with 

Cary Methodist Preschool 
It is Spring Time. . . Right? April 2026 

This time of year we begin to get anxious for warmer 
weather, lighter weight clothing, green grass, flowers 
blooming and trees budding. We see the changes happening 
slowly and know that God always comes through. Thank you 
for sharing your beautiful children! Have a great April!       

-Laura Collier  

CMP Annual Ice Cream Social and Open House 

Important Dates: 

Vision & Hearing Screening: Mon., 
Mar. 30 
 
Easter Parties: Wed., Apr. 1 (3’s & 
4/5’s), Apr. 2 (2’s) 
 
No School: Apr. 3- Good Friday, 
Apr.6- Easter Monday 
 
Chapel with Ms. Sally: Apr. 9 (2’s) 
Apr. 10 (3’s & 4/5’s) 
 
Book Orders Due: April 12 
 
Preschool Board Mtg.: Thursday, 
Apr.16 @7pm 
 
Ice Cream Social/Open house: 
Thursday, Apr. 23, 5pm-7pm 
 
Hephzibath Farm Field Trip: Friday, 
Apr. 24 10am 
 
No School Teacher Workday: 
Wed., May 6 
 
Mom’s Day Celebrations: Wed., 
May 7 (3’s & 4/5’s), Thurs., May 8, 
(2’s) 
 
Promotion Day Sports Day: Fri., 
May 22 

Cary Methodist Preschool, 500 N. First St., Cary, IL  60013   847-639-7655   cmp.preschool@gmail.com 

Mother’s Day Celebrations 

Thursday, April 23 — 5 -7pm 
CMP wants to welcome new and current CMP families 
for a fun night!  Come enjoy some ice cream and get 

acquainted with the children and families here at CMP. 
Our teachers will be available to answer questions and 
show you the classrooms. We look forward to seeing 
you! All family members are welcome!  There will also 

be a basket/item raffle fundraiser at the end! 
** Make sure to check out your child’s chapel art-
work on Ms. Sally’s bulletin board upstairs! She 
does a special project with them every month! 

Our special Mother’s Day celebrations are on May 
7 & May 8. School will start late on the day of your 
child’s party.  The parents and students will show 
up at  10am together and stay until the celebration 
is over. Watch your classroom calendar/
newsletters for details about your child’s Mother’s 
Day celebration. 

Registration 2026-2027 

Donation 
Requests 

Just a reminder that the April 1 
registration deadline is upon us.   
Please turn your child's registration 
form and fee into the office no later 
April 1. Beginning April 2, registration 
will increase from $75 to $95. If you 
know your child is not returning next 
year, please let the office know.  

Week of the Young Child 
During the week of Monday, April 13, we will 
celebrate “The Week of the Young Child”. This is 
a fun week dedicated to your children! Here’s the 
agenda for the week… 
Music Monday- Children will enjoy special music 
time. 
Tie Dye Tuesday- Wear tie dye.  
Wacky Wednesday– Wear your wackiest hair and 
clothes! 
Team Thursday– Come to school representing 
your favorite team! 
Family Fun Friday! - Bring a family photo or 
souvenir from a special time with your family. We 
will have a special Show & Tell to share about our  
wonderful families. 

• 5 oz. Dixie Cups,  
• Jumbo Glue Sticks  
• Napkins 
• Cotton Balls 
• Q-Tips 
• Paper Towels 
• Pipe Cleaners 

 Spring Fundraiser 
Lou Malnati’s Frozen 

 Pizza Coupon Fundraiser! 

(more details to follow) 



Get Ready!! United Women in Faith  
Annual Rummage Sale 2026 July 23 – 25 
     Spring is here, and that means spring cleaning! As you go through your closets, cupboards, and drawers, please look 
for unused or unwanted items that can be donated to the United Women in Faith Rummage Sale being held in July. 
     We will accept donations ranging from clothing and kitchen gadgets to toys, tools, and many other household items. 
Please be sure that all donated items are clean and in usable resale condition. Unfortunately, we will not be able to 
accept televisions or large, bulky furniture. 
     This is a large church effort that requires the help of many people to make it successful. Please 
consider how you might participate—whether by donating items, helping during the set-up days, 
working during the sale, helping to provide food for volunteers or assisting with clean-up on  
Saturday afternoon. All help is greatly appreciated! 
     Watch for more detailed information as the Rummage Sale dates get closer. 
     If you have questions or would like to volunteer, please contact:  
Christina Rank at  christinarank200@gmail.com  or Stacy Nordengren at bnordengren@comcast.net. 

A message 

from Michelle  

Titika. . . 

You may remember 

that United Women in 

Faith is sponsoring a 

girl in Kenya at the 

Jerri Savuto Girls  

Center. Her name is 

Michelle Titika. Please 

take a moment to 

read this sweet letter 

from her in response 

to my letter to her 

wishing her a Merry 

Christmas. If anyone is 

interested in sponsor-

ing a girl at this rescue 

center, please let me 

know.  

Khristy Frieman  

847-913-6333  

mailto:christinarank200@gmail.com
mailto:bnordengren@comcast.net


United Women in Faith April News 

Books ‘n Bagels 

Next meeting is Friday, May 1, at 7pm, at the church, in Zoom room 112, downstairs. Book title is Under 
the Tulip Tree by Michelle Shocklee. Contact Dawn Ferree or Bethany Decker.                                  

 
Mark your Calendar: Dates for United Women in Faith Events 

Tuesday, April 7, 6:30 pm, FH, Leadership Team, all are welcome. Contact  
   Glenda Arnold 312-550-1740 

Wednesday, April 8, 11:30am. Location TBD Dorcas Circle. 
      Contact Penny Libert 847-639-2708 

Every Wednesday morning, 9:30am, FH, Coffee & Crafts & Conversation 
      Contact Pat Jacobson 847-639-6173 

Every Thursday morning, 8:30am, Women’s Prayer Group at Eggville Café, Cary. 
      Contact Dorothy Fagerson, Sue Heizer, or Carroll Wagus 847-516-2016 
Every fourth Thursday, 7pm, Craft Night. 

 
Dorcas Circle 

Anyone available for a lunch fellowship on the second Wednesday of the month should join us on April 8, 
11:30am. Location TBD. We love to share stories of faith, family and friends.  
For more information, contact Penny Libert (847-639-2708). 

 
Every Wednesday Morning 

Our Wednesday Mornings Coffee & Craft Group welcomes your conversation and crafting. Bring your own 
project, and we’ll have the coffee ready. Stop by to visit 9:30am-noon in Fellowship Hall. For more infor-
mation, contact Pat Jacobson (847-639-6173).  

 
Evening Craft Group 

On the fourth Thursday evening from 7-9pm, our Evening Craft Group welcomes your crafting skills and 
conversation. Bring your own project, or choose from one of ours. For more information, contact  
loribmcclellan@comcast.net.  
 

Stamp Camp 

Saturday, April 11, 2026, at 9am in Fellowship Hall. Join us in making five handmade greeting cards. The 
$20 fee includes all supplies, fun and fellowship.  
Contact Dawn Ferree to reserve your space. 

 
Thursday Women’s Prayer Group 

Every Thursday morning at 8:30am, our Women’s Prayer Group meets at Eggville Café, 350 Northwest 
Highway in Cary, to share prayer and enjoy breakfast and fellowship.  
Contact Dorothy Fagerson, Sue Heizer, or Carroll Wagus (847-516-2016). 
 

mailto:loribmcclellan@comcast.net


Staff & Volunteers 
Norval I. Brown                                      Pastor 
Sally Lorenzen                         Christian Education Director 
Holly Voss                                                    Office Manager 
Mary Ellen Spoerl                                  Financial Secretary 
Dave DCamp                                                Music Director 
Kevin Scott                                                     Choir Director 
Penny Libert                                                 Organist 
Jim Ferree                           Tech/AV Coordinator 
Holly Voss                                          Wedding Coordinator 
Katrina Zentefis                              Nursery Coordinator 
Sue Heizer                              Funeral Coordinator 
Deb Kraemer and 
Judy Sutliff              Funeral Luncheon Coordinators 
Laura Collier                                 Preschool Director 
Arturo Arreola                                              Custodian 
Jaime Arreola                 Custodian 
 

Office Hours: 

Monday - Friday: 9am - 3pm 

Sunday Schedule: 

Worship  9am 

Sunday School  10:15am 

                               

April Birthdays 

4/3 
Kayla Bivin   
4/10 
Sheila DCamp 
4/12 
Patrick Green 
4/15 
Jason Krigas  
 

You Tube Channel 

April Anniversaries 

4/17 
Keith Lang 
4/18 
Lexi Frieman   
4/26 
Stacy Nordengren 
4/27 
Michelle Flesher 

Tim & Ruth Brekke   4/1 

Wade & Alice Petriak  4/1 

Dana & Bonnie Floor  4/8 

Keith Lang & Carolyn Downs 4/8 

Jim & Brenda Iverson  4/24 

Paul King & Janice Prunier-King 4/26 

Joseph & Khristy Frieman  4/27 

Tom & Sally Lorenzen  4/30 

 

Holy Week 

Schedule 

Thurs., April 2 7pm Maundy Thursday Worship Service 

  (At Community Church in Fox River Grove) 

Fri., April 3 12pm Outdoor Worship Service 

  1pm Prayer Vigil (signup sheet in Narthex 

  7pm Good Friday Worship Service 

Sun., April 5 6am Outdoor Sunrise Service (bring your own chairs) 

  7am—8:30am Easter Breakfast 

  9am Easter Worship Service 

  10:15am One room Sunday School 



Calendar 

Goes 

Here 


