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We are a family of faith connected with God our Father and Jesus Christ his only Son and empowered by the Holy Spirit.   
We are called to serve one another and the community through fellowship in an open, loving, and safe environment. 
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December Issue - Deadline November 20 



Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
    Grace and peace to you from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
     As we returned from our summer jaunts, we 
were delighted to see new faces in our choir and 
in the sanctuary. And in the vernacular of Star 
Trek’s engineer Scotty, “There be babies in the 
nursery!” “Wow, isn’t that grand?”, we ask each 
other and most assuredly, it is, and we sit back, 
offer our sighs of contentment and settle back 
into our complacency. For me, though, there is 
still a concern. I have the book 5 Bad Habits That 
Kill Church Growth and How to Break Them in 
my library. It came to my mind because it seems 
as if one meeting each week – either local, dis-
trict, or conference-wide – somehow, someway, 
someone bemoans declining attendance in their 
parish and wonders how to obtain and retain 
new members. Certainly, it is a conversation that 
needs to happen in many congregations – includ-
ing ours. I invite you to look at this list and to 
evaluate our parish. 
 

BAD HABIT #1: LACK OF INVESTMENT IN   
STAFF AND VOLUNTEERS 
BAD HABIT #2: YOU HAVEN’T IDENTIFIED 
YOUR TARGET DEMOGRAPHIC 
BAD HABIT #3: YOU DON’T HAVE AN OUT-
REACH STRATEGY FOR YOUR TARGET DEMO-
GRAPHIC 
BAD HABIT #4: YOU HAVEN’T PRIORITIZED 
TEACHING ABOUT GENEROSITY 
BAD HABIT #5: YOU’RE NOT MEETING  
PEOPLE WHERE THEY ARE DIGITALLY 

 
     For me, these are eye-opening, jaw-dropping 
calls to action! I must also confess that I was 
thinking bad habit #1 would be our unwillingness 
to experiment with new ways of being/doing 
Church! Just as Orange Juice isn’t just for break-
fast anymore (I’m admitting to my age by refer-
encing that old commercial!), Church isn’t just for 
Sunday anymore. Church growth is not happen-
stance, but rather it occurs as the result of the 

intentional ongoing effort by members of the 
parish. It involves the training and empowering of 
persons to go forth “into all the world” to invite 
people to come encounter the Living Christ. It is 
not the task of a certain few. It is the responsibil-
ity of all. Our hesitancy in engaging people on be-
half of our faith is a distinct parting of the ways 
from the zeal exhibited by our spiritual ancestors. 
These “behaviors” need immediate and ongoing 
therapies so that they might be countered with 
positive and enthusiastic witness.  
 
    I  am  writing  this  because  I  am expecting  to  
receive an invitation in 2038 to attend the 150th 
anniversary celebration of this parish. Andrea has 
promised to push me wherever I want to go in 
my wheelchair – although I still expect to be am-
bulatory at that time – so that together we can 
say, “Thanks be to God!” 
 
Grace and peace, 
Pastor Norval 
 
 

From the Pastor’s Desk 

Cary UMC 

Church Conference 

Monday, November 17 

 at 7 pm. 

All are welcome! 



The Nurture Team held its Fall Faith Fest on October 18. We were blessed with having families 
from our church, preschool, and community in attendance and the rain held off! YAY! 
At the event attendees enjoyed games, crafts, a small Trunk or Treat and a scarecrow making contest. Many 
children wore their costumes and had a great time creating scarecrows and trying their hand at our games. 
Congratulations to the Hass family for winning the Scarecrow contest and to Lily Thompson for winning the 
Rainforest Falls VBS raffle basket. A big thanks to all who worked at, donated to and attended Fall Faith Fest 
2025! 

Upcoming Events: 
• Youth Sunday school raised $469.60 for the CROP walk! They surpassed last year by almost $200.00! 
• Sunday School and CMP are making cards for Veterans Day distribution. Let us know if there is a veteran 

in your life that you would like to honor with one of the cards 
our children have created. 

• Nov. 16 Sunday School Teacher Dedication at our 9am service  
• Dec.6 Nurture Team Elves are at Santa’s Breakfast  
• Dec. 14 our youth sing at church during our Christmas music 

Sunday! 

Third Grade Bible Sunday will now be done in winter 2026. 





Our 3’s and 4/5’s Christmas Program will 
be on Friday, Dec. 19 at 10:30am.  The 
students will arrive at 9am as they nor-
mally do.  Parents can arrive at 10:15am to 
save seats in the sanctuary. The Program 
will start at 10:30am.  After our program, 
we will gather together in Fellowship Hall 
for Christmas treats and holiday cheer. 
The 2-year-old class will have their 
Christmas Celebration on Thursday,  
Dec. 18, in the 
classroom 
(more info  
to follow).  

   Our school, our children, our church. All connected with love.  

Cary Methodist Preschool 
We are THANKFUL for our CMP Families November 2025 

There is a lot to give thanks for at Cary Methodist Preschool!  
We are thankful for our wonderful students and their families, 
teachers, board members, and the parent volunteers. We are 
also thankful for the Cary United Methodist Church staff and 
congregation for their continued support. What a blessing it is 
to be a part of Cary Methodist Preschool! We hope you have a 
wonderful Thanksgiving with your families,  Laura Collier  

Christmas Program 

Important Dates: 

2’s Stretch-n-Grow: Tues., 11/4 
Chapel Time: Thurs., 11/13 
 

3’s & 4/5’s Chapel/Stretch-n-Grow: 
Fri., 11/7 
 

Scholastic Brook Orders Due: 
Wed.,11/12 
 

Thanksgiving Friendship Snack:  
3’s & 4/5’s Wed., 11/19,  2’s Thurs., 
11/20 
 

Preschool Board Meeting: Thurs., 
11/20 @7pm 
 

OPTIONAL Parent-Led Confer-
ences (No School for 3’s & 4/5’s). 
Thurs., 11/20 & Fri., 11/21 (2’s 
class still in session on Thurs., 
11/20) 
 

Thanksgiving Break (No School): 
11/24-11/28 
 

Christmas Celebration 2’s: Thurs., 
Dec 18, (more info to follow from 
your child’s teachers) 
 

Christmas Program: (3’s & 4/5’s): 
Fri., 12/19 

Optional Parent-Led Conferences 

Merry Cary 
Parade 

Cary-Grove Food Pantry 

Cary Methodist Preschool, 500 N. First St., Cary, IL  60013   847-639-7655   cmp.preschool@gmail.com 

 

The Giving Tree 11/6-11/30 
CUMC will have a Giving Tree this holiday 
season. The purpose of “The Giving Tree” is 
to demonstrate God’s love in a tangible way.  
If you want to participate, please look for 
the Giving Tree in the church narthex.  Gift 
tags will benefit the Salvation Army and 
the Home of the Spar-
row.  Please pick a tag and 
sign the clipboard.  Then shop 
for the specified gift.  Return 
the unwrapped gift to the 
table (due no later than the 
11/30). It’s a wonderful way 
to teach our  
children the spirit of giving.   

Our Annual Parent/Teacher Conferences for the 3’s and 4/5’s classrooms are scheduled for 
Thursday, Nov. 20 & Friday, Nov. 21. ***There will be NO school on these days for the 3’s 
and 4/5’s classrooms.  Conferences will be held during the time your child would have 
attended classes. Your child’s teacher will send you a Sign-up Genius and if you would 
like a parent-led conference, please feel free to choose the time that works best for 
you***  This conference is optional. It is the time for you to address any questions or con-
cerns that you may have about your child’s development.  If you choose to sign up for a con-
ference, your teacher will email/send home a questionnaire.  Please fill it out and return it to 
your child’s teacher by Friday, Nov. 14. If you are unable to attend during your child’s class 
time,  please feel free to ask your child’s teacher for a more convenient time. Reminder that 
we will also have Parent/Teacher conferences in February, which will be the time for the 
teachers to give you more specific developmental information about your child.    

This year, CMP is going to par-
ticipate in the Merry Cary Pa-
rade on Sunday, Dec. 7, at 
12:30pm.  We would love to 
have our students & parents 
join us (children must be chap-
eroned by an adult).  In a few 
weeks, we will email a sign-up. 
If you and your child (and fami-
ly) would like to join the fun, 
please sign-up 
and let us know 
how many of 
you will be 
there.   

This November we are participating in the Cary United Methodist Church food drive to 
help families in need. All donations will be sent to the Cary Food Pantry. If you would like 
to participate, you can bring any donations to school with your child, and we 
will put them in the collection box outside the Church office (or you are wel-
come to drop it off there, too).  Please drop donations off at the church 
no later than Sunday, 11/23. Food Pantry Needs: canned foods, sugar, 
flour, popcorn, cereal, coffee, tea, soap, shampoo, toothpaste, toilet paper, 
paper towels, and laundry detergent. Please, no expired, opened or used 
items. Thank you all so much for your generosity and continued support! 



Church Council Approves Establishment of  

Church Kitchen Remodel Committee 

Good news! Church Council has approved a committee to oversee the remodel of the church kitchen. 
The kitchen plays an integral role in the church’s ministry and fellowship, serving meals for church gath-
erings, supporting mission and outreach efforts, and providing hospitality for our community. However, 
the kitchen has become outdated and needs renovation to continue serving effectively and safely. The 
Church Kitchen Remodel Committee was formed and approved to ensure that any updates are well-
planned, financially responsible, and aligned with the church’s mission. 

The Church Kitchen Remodel Committee will be responsible for: 

• Assessing the current condition and needs of the kitchen. 

• Researching options for design, equipment and accessibility. 

• Developing recommendations for scope and budget. 

• Providing updates to the Trustees. 

• Guiding the update process through implementation. 

The following people will make up the core members of the committee and will have liaisons to the Trus-
tee Committee: 

Deb Kraemer, Bruce & Stacy Nordengren, Keith Lang, Carolyn Downs and Jim & Dawn Ferree. We wel-
come input from the church members. Please feel free to contact a committee member if you have any 
input. 

Accountability 
The committee will be directly accountable to the Trustees, and final decisions regarding budget and de-
sign will rest with the Church Council.  

The benefits of forming this committee will allow us to make informed and transparent decisions while 
practicing good stewardship of church resources. In turn, we will strengthen our ability to offer hospitali-
ty, fellowship, and service to our community. 

Respectfully submitted, Carolyn Downs, Dawn Ferree, Jim Ferree, Deb Kraemer, Keith Lang, Bruce Nor-
dengren, Stacy Nordengren. 

CONGRATULATIONS, JENNIFER! 
On Thursday, September 18, 2025, Jennifer Crick was awarded 
the Katherine B. Greene Child Worker award by United Voices for 
Children. This award recognizes Jen’s work as a developmental 
therapist and through Early Intervention where she works with 
children aged birth to three. She is president of the Illinois Devel-
opmental and Therapy Association, guiding other developmental 
therapists in their work and advocacy especially helping babies 
and toddlers to meet their milestones. She works with other Early 
Intervention groups and organizations throughout the state of 
Illinois to help ensure equity and access for these families. 
Left to right: Lois Voss (UWF representative to UVC),  
Pastor Norval, Rev. Timothy Biel, Jr. (President of UVC), Jen Crick, 
and Rev. Wendy Hardin Hermann (District  
Superintendent, Prairie Central District) 



Financial Status of Cary United Methodist Church 

Thank you, thank you, thank you!!!  You are saving this old man from brain damage (I know, 

there are people that would argue whether I have one) by completing three quarters of the year in 

the green.  Now that I said that, please, please don’t stop. 

Following is the financial status of CUMC for January thru September 2025. 

 As usual, if you have any questions about the current financial status, please feel free to con-

tact me. 

Yours in Christ, 

Tom Swider 

Chair, Finance Committee 

(847) 727-9324 

(847) 639-6173 

Email address:  swidertc@comcast.net 

Current Income for 
September 2024 

Current Expenses for  
September 2025 

 
Difference 

$23,897.00 $27,193.16              -$3,296.16 

Current Income for  
Jan.– Sept. 2025 

Current Expenses for  
Jan. – Sept. 2025 

 
Difference 

$257,918.15 $256,135.20              +$1,782.95 

Christmas Poinsettias 2025 
    Christmas is the time of year for lots of joy and lots of cheer, to celebrate the birth of Jesus. 

We will decorate our Sanctuary with poinsettia plants. This year, there are two options: 6” red 

flowers or 6” white flowers for $13 each. 

    You can place your orders starting Sunday, November 9 thru November 30. Order forms will 

be available in the bulletin, in the Narthex and in the lobby. Orders can be placed in the offer-

ing plate, mailed to the church office or placed in the gray lock box in the workroom (next to 

the church office). 

    Please make your check payable to: Cary United Methodist Church, and 

write “poinsettia” on the memo line of your check. 

    The flowers will arrive on Dec. 20, and can be taken home after Christmas 

Eve 10pm service. Thank you. Denise Ackerman 847-989-5296 or  

email: nhdb1314@sbcglobal.net 

mailto:swidertc@comcast.net


United Women in Faith November News 

Books ‘n Bagels 
Next meeting is Friday, November 7, at 7pm, at the church, in Zoom room 112, downstairs. Book 
title is James by Percival Everett. Contact Dawn Ferree or Bethany Decker.                                  

 
Mark your Calendar: Dates for United Women in Faith Events 

Tuesday, November 4, 6:30 pm, FH, Leadership Team, all are welcome. Contact  
   Glenda Arnold 312-550-1740 

Wednesday, November 12, Noon, FH, Dorcas Circle. 
      Contact Penny Libert 847-639-2708 

Every Wednesday morning, 9:30am, FH, Coffee & Crafts & Conversation 
      Contact Pat Jacobson 847-639-6173 

Every Thursday morning, 8:30am, Women’s Prayer Group at Eggville Café, Cary. 
      Contact Dorothy Fagerson, Sue Heizer, or Carroll Wagus 847-516-2016 

 
Dorcas Circle 

Anyone available for a lunch fellowship on the second Wednesday of the month should join us on 
November 12, at noon in Fellowship Hall. Bring your own lunch, and we will serve you a deli-
cious dessert or we may dine out. We love to share stories of faith, family and friends. For more 
information, contact Penny Libert (847-639-2708). 

 
Every Wednesday Morning 

Our Wednesday Mornings Coffee & Craft Group welcomes your conversation and crafting. Bring 
your own project, and we’ll have the coffee ready. Stop by to visit 9:30am-noon in Fellowship 
Hall. For more information, contact Pat Jacobson  
(847-639-6173).  
 

Evening Craft Group 
On the fourth Thursday evening from 7-9pm, our Evening Craft Group welcomes your crafting 
skills and conversation. Bring your own project, or choose from one of ours. For more infor-
mation, contact loribmcclellan@comcast.net.  
 

Stamp Camp 
Saturday, November 8, 2025, at 9am in Fellowship Hall. Join us in making five handmade greet-
ing cards. The $20 fee includes all supplies, fun and fellowship.  
Contact Dawn Ferree to reserve your space. 

 
Thursday Women’s Prayer Group 

Every Thursday morning at 8:30am, our Women’s Prayer Group meets at Eggville Café, 350 
Northwest Highway in Cary, to share prayer and enjoy breakfast and fellowship.  
Contact Dorothy Fagerson, Sue Heizer, or Carroll Wagus (847-516-2016). 

Giving Tree Coming November 6 - 30.  

Look for the Giving Tree in the church narthex.  Gift tags will benefit the 
Salvation Army and the Home of the Sparrow.  Pick a tag and sign the  
clipboard.  Then shop for the specified gift.  Return the unwrapped gift to 
the table.  Gifts are due no later than November 30.  
Thank you for your generosity!  

 

mailto:loribmcclellan@comcast.net


Staff & Volunteers 
Norval I. Brown                                      Pastor 

Sally Lorenzen                         Christian Education Director 

Holly Voss                                                    Office Manager 

Mary Ellen Spoerl                                  Financial Secretary 

Dave DCamp                                                Music Director 

Kevin Scott                                                     Choir Director 

Penny Libert                                                 Organist 

Jim Ferree                           Tech/AV Coordinator 

Holly Voss                                          Wedding Coordinator 

Katrina Zentefis                              Nursery Coordinator 

Sue Heizer                              Funeral Coordinator 

Deb Kraemer and 

Judy Sutliff              Funeral Luncheon Coordinators 

Laura Collier                                 Preschool Director 

Arturo Arreola                                              Custodian 

Jaime Arreola                 Custodian 
 

Office Hours: 

Monday - Friday: 9am - 3pm 

Sunday Schedule: 

Worship  9am 

Sunday School  10:15am 

                               

November Birthdays 

11/1    Laura Prather 
11/4    Pat Van Allen 
11/5    Teresa Bivin 
11/16   Lori Seubert 
11/17   Caleb Reynolds 
11/18   Ruth Brekke 
              Jim Ferree 
              Willa Sukow 

November Anniversaries 

11/20   Katy Wilford 
11/21   Kim Moreland 
11/24   Dorothy Fagerson 
11/25   Elfine Hansen 
              Justin Serpico 
11/26   Kailey Krigas 
11/27   Deanne Pelz 
 

Ray & Chris Weisser  11/14  
Steve & Nancy Siles             11/21  
Pastor Norval & Andrea Brown  11/22 
Tom & Deb Kraemer                11/25  
Josh & Stephanie Sukow  11/28  
Merrill & Malovika David  11/30   

 

AV Upgrade Matching  

Gift Opportunity 
A generous benefactor has pledged $10,000  

toward improvements to our audio/visual 

systems to strengthen both our worship and 
our livestream. 

With these funds, we plan to add new cameras, 
sanctuary screens, lighting, and microphones. 
These upgrades will improve our worship expe-
rience and help us better connect with those 
joining us online. 

We are inviting the congregation to prayerfully 
consider matching this $10,000 gift, which 
would allow us to add even more tools—such 
as improved stage lighting control, new cables, 
and training for our tech team. 

Together, we can make a lasting investment in 
our worship and outreach! 

Reach out to members of our tech team if you 
have any questions. 

You Tube Channel 

Save the Date!  December Events: 

Dec. 6, 8-11am  Santa’s Breakfast & Kris Kringle Shop 

Dec. 13, 9am-12pm  Cookie Walk 



Calendar 

Goes 

Here 


