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We are a family of faith connected with God our Father and Jesus Christ his only Son and empowered by the Holy Spirit.   
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Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
    I greet you in the magnificent, majestic, and 
matchless name of Jesus the Christ! 
    Recently, Laura Collier, Director of the Cary 
Methodist Preschool, sent me a question posed 
to her by one of the children in her class. The 
question was, “Who created God?” She turned 
to me for some help. 
    Last Sunday, following worship at Community 
Church in Fox River Grove, we were holding our 
monthly leadership team meeting. Among the 
items of interest were inquiries about a Bible 
Study or some other mechanism to grow in our 
understanding of who God is and who we are 
because of who God is. After some conversa-
tions and reminiscing about some previous 
attempts to do just this, we decided to experi-
ment for a few weeks on an event called “The 
Hour of Power.” This will be, in some ways, an 
unstructured gathering where people are invit-
ed to come to share their critical issues about 
their faith. It certainly could become a “stump 
the preacher” free-for-all, but I am trusting it 
will bring only those who are sincere in ear-
nestly delving into the depths of their faith.  
    I am certain that a 4-year-old preschooler 
and two or three adults in Fox River Grove are 
not the only ones with inquisitive minds. I be-
lieve we are all as Paul described himself: 
 

For  we  know  in  part  and we prophesy  
in part, 10but when completeness 
comes, what is in part disappears. 12 For 
now  we  see  only   a   reflection  as  in  a  
mirror; then we shall see face to 
face. Now I know in part; then I shall 
know fully, even as I am fully known. 
  1 Corinthians 13.9,12 

 
    The full knowledge of our faith according to 
Paul does not happen in this lifetime. We can-
not comprehend the breadth, and length, and 
height, and depth of who God is. We strive to 

learn more and more each day so that our 
deepening understanding will lead to a deepen-
ing faith. And what about you? To whom do 
you turn, to where do you go to ask the burning 
questions that consume you? Has the curiosity 
in you fallen asleep, replacing contentment 
with complacency? Or are Google, the internet 
and AI your “go-to’s”? It is my belief that God 
has created us to be lifelong learners who de-
sire to be filled with wisdom. May your desire 
for wisdom be insatiable and aid you in your 
growth to the fullness and the likeness of Jesus 
the Christ. 
 
Grace and peace, 
Pastor Norval 
 
PS: We have two wonderful adult Sunday 
School classes, but we can always add more. 
Our Advent Bible Study will be announced 
soon, but we can always have an ongoing 
study!  

From the Pastor’s Desk 

Cary UMC 

Church Conference 

Monday, November 17 

 at 7 pm. 

All are welcome! 



"Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man 

cometh unto the Father, but by me" (John 14:6)            

This fall we look at how each of us feels Jesus has changed our lives! 

It’s a troubled world we live in  

It's really not the way it's supposed to be 

Isn't that the beauty of redemption?  

It changes everything. We all need Jesus 

CROP WALK 2025 

 Bee the Change 

On September 7 the children began  
collecting for this year’s CROP Walk.   
The children have CROP collection boxes and will 
be collecting at church and at home to support the 
fight against hunger. All our donations collected 
are to be turned in by October 5 during the Sunday 
school hour. Can we beat the $293.00 we collected 
last year? 

Fall Sunday School Has Started …. 
We started Fall Sunday school on September 7  
during the 10:15– 11:15 hour.  Please join us down-
stairs for our PreK-High School youth classes and in 
Fellowship Hall and the lower Zoom Room for one 
of our two adult classes: Home Builders and The  
Wesley Class. 
For more information, pick up a  Sunday School 
pamphlet in one of our information centers at  
either church entrance, or email Sally at:   
christianed@caryumc.org 

What’s Coming Up…. Save the Date 

9/7-10/5 CROP walk  donation collection 

9/28 CROP walk ~ wear your favorite walking shoes 

10/12 Begin making cards for our Veterans 

10/18 the Nurture Team will host the  Fall  Faith 
Festival/Trunk or Treat at the front of the church 

lot and lawn. At the event the children will wear their  
costumes, play games,  enjoy some fall art,  eat 
treats, enter a basket raffle and even design a scare-
crow with their family. A pumpkin awarded to the 
first place winner!  Join the fun from 10am-12pm and 
enjoy fellowship with our neighbors in the communi-
ty. CUMC will also host their annual Vendor Fair on 
10/18 from  9am-3pm in Fellowship Hall. 
 





Calling All Dads! (Grandpas, Uncles, Family, Friends, or 
Moms) 

You are invited to CMP’s Annual Dad’s Day Pumpkin Carving 
Event on Saturday, October 18.  It will be open house style 
from 9-11am. Come share this special time with your pre-
schooler. We will carve our pumpkins in the preschool rooms.  
Please be prepared to sit on the floor!!  Refreshments will be 
served!  BRING YOUR OWN PUMPKIN TO CARVE, AND 

PLEASE BRING YOUR OWN CARVING TOOLS. Also, make sure to visit the 
classroom so you can see a special project that your child made for you! 

   Our school, our children, our church. All connected with love.  

Cary Methodist Preschool 
We are “Fall”ing for Our CMP Families October 2025 

What a great first month it has been at Cary Methodist Preschool.  All of the 
children seem to have adjusted to being at preschool and are having a good time. 
We are truly blessed to have such wonderful children and families 
here at Cary Methodist Preschool! There are some exciting events 
planned for this month! Please take a look at the “Important 
Dates” and mark your calendars! Thank you for being here and 
sharing your precious children with us.     
                         Blessings~  Mrs. Collier  

Dad’s Day Pumpkin Carving Event 

Important Dates: 

Chapel Time with Sally: 
3’s & 4/5’s Oct. 3, and 2’s Oct 9 
 

Fitness Stars:  
2’s Oct. 7, 3’s Oct. 3, 4/5’s Oct 3 
 

Visit from Cary Fire Department 
Monday, Oct. 6 
 
NO SCHOOL-Teach In-service 
Columbus Day/Indigenous  
Peoples Day:  Fri. Oct. 10 and 
Mon. Oct. 13 
 

Field Trip to Tom’s Farm: 
Fri., Oct. 17. 9am (please arrive 
at Tom’s Farm at 8:45am 
 
Dad’s Day Pumpkin Carving 
Event: Sat. Oct. 18, 9 - 11am 
 

Fall Fest Parties:  
3’s Oct. 31,  
4/5s Oct. 31,  
2’s Oct. 30 Butter Braids and Cookie Dough Fundraiser  

Our first fundraiser of the year will be Butter 
Braids and Cookie Dough... just in time for the 
holidays! More information to follow. Thank you so 
much for your continued support. 

Fitness Stars 

We are so excited that the Fitness 
Stars, Stretch–n–Grow program is about 
to start for the 2025-2026 school year! 
This is a fun fitness class where kids 
learn strength, endurance, flexibility, 
balance and nutrition! This class will take 
place during our school day! We can’t 
wait to get started! 

Fire Prevention Month 

October is fire prevention month! 
The children will be learning about 
fire safety, and we will have a fire 
drill at school.  If your child comes 
home and says there was a fire at 
the preschool, you will know it was 
just a drill! The Cary Fire 
Department will also visit us on 
October 6! This is a good time to 
talk to your preschooler about fire 
safety and the important jobs of our 
community helpers. 

Cary Methodist Preschool 

500 N. First St.,  

Cary, IL  60013  

847-639-7655 

cmp.preschool@gmail.com 

 



Craft Fair – October 18, 2025 
9am-3pm – Fellowship Hall 

This year brings a full room of crafters and vendors. 

We are again having a Souperb Lunch – come vote for your 

favorite soup. 

We have many new participants: 

 Handmade crafts and cards 
 One-of-a-kind gifts 
 Woodcrafts 
 Crochet, key holders, wreaths 
 Unique Décor 
 Aunt Katie’s Art – Paintings, suncatchers, collages,         

ornaments 
 Unique Homemade Jams and Jellies and Honey 
 Handmade crochet items, key holders, wreaths 
 Arbonne - Plant Based Health, Wellness & Beauty 
 Tastefully Simple 
 Aloe based skin care products 
 Healthy Hemp Huntley - All Natural, non-THC Products  
 Norwex – non-toxic cleaning supplies 
 Paparazzi Jewelry 
 
Both the morning and evening craft groups will set up on 
Friday. 
The evening craft group booth will be set-up through  
Sunday morning. 
 

Please come and support all our crafters and the United 
Women in Faith and their charities. 



Financial Status of Cary United Methodist Church 

If the numbers this month look a little mis-aligned, it is because this was another three pay-
roll month (the last for this year).  I hope that by next month that the numbers will more reflect 
the true expenses.  So please continue to give your gifts to God. 

Following is the financial status of CUMC for January thru August 2025. 

 As usual, if you have any questions about the current financial status, please feel free to 
contact me. 
 

Yours in Christ, 
Tom Swider 
Chair, Finance Committee 
(847) 727-9324 
(847) 639-6173 
Email address:  swidertc@comcast.net 

Current Income for 
August 2025 

Current Expenses for  
August 2025 

 
Difference 

$23,059.88 $34,262.06              -$11,202.18 

Current Income for  
Jan.– Aug. 2025 

Current Expenses for  
Jan. – Aug. 2025 

 
Difference 

$234,021.15 $228,942.04              +$5,079.11 

Fall is here and so is the soup!  

The annual “Souperb Kitchen” returns Saturday, October 18, from 10:30am – 1:00pm.  

Sadly for Denise Ackerman, it is time to pass on the Golden Ladle that she won for her 2024 

entry. Her amazing Stuffed Pepper Soup earned the People’s Choice Award. 

Help us feed the masses by donating a pot of your best soup and you could win the coveted 

Golden Ladle. Just bring your soup hot and ready to serve by 10:00am, October 18. If you 

can’t arrive with hot soup Saturday morning, bring it  

Friday, and the team will take care of it for you. 

Please contact Deb Kraemer to register your entry,   

debekraemer@aol.com or 847-347-9706. 

Kitchen help is also needed, please consider working all 

mailto:swidertc@comcast.net
mailto:debekraemer@aol.com


United Women in Faith October News 

Books ‘n Bagels 

Next meeting is Friday, October 3, at 7pm, at the church, in Zoom room 112, downstairs. 

Book title is The Lost Bookshop by Evie Woods. Contact Dawn Ferree or Bethany Decker.                                 

 

Mark your Calendar: Dates for United Women in Faith Events 
Tuesday, October 7, 6:30 pm, FH, Leadership Team, all are welcome. Contact  

   Glenda Arnold 312-550-1740 

Wednesday, October 8, Noon, FH, Dorcas Circle. 

      Contact Penny Libert 847-639-2708 

Every Wednesday morning, 9:30am, FH, Coffee & Crafts & Conversation 

      Contact Pat Jacobson 847-639-6173 

Every Thursday morning, 8:30am, Women’s Prayer Group at Eggville Café, Cary. 

      Contact Dorothy Fagerson, Sue Heizer, or Carroll Wagus 847-516-2016 

 

Dorcas Circle 

Anyone available for a lunch fellowship on the second Wednesday of the month should 
join us on October 8, at noon in Fellowship Hall. Bring your own lunch, and we will serve 
you a delicious dessert or we may dine out. We love to share stories of faith, family and 
friends. For more information, contact Penny Libert (847-639-2708). 

 

Every Wednesday Morning 

Our Wednesday Mornings Coffee & Craft Group welcomes your conversation and craft-

ing. Bring your own project, and we’ll have the coffee ready. Stop by to visit 9:30am-noon 

in Fellowship Hall. For more information, contact Pat Jacobson  

(847-639-6173).  
 

Evening Craft Group 
On the fourth Thursday evening from 7-9pm, our Evening Craft Group welcomes your 

crafting skills and conversation. Bring your own project, or choose from one of ours. For 

more information, contact loribmcclellan@comcast.net.  

 

Stamp Camp 
Saturday, November 8, 2025, at 9am in Fellowship Hall. Join us in making five handmade 

greeting cards. The $20 fee includes all supplies, fun and fellowship.  

Contact Dawn Ferree to reserve your space. 

 

Thursday Women’s Prayer Group 
Every Thursday morning at 8:30am, Our Women’s Prayer Group meets at Eggville Café, 

350 Northwest Highway in Cary, to share prayer and enjoy breakfast and fellowship.  

Contact Dorothy Fagerson, Sue Heizer, or Carroll Wagus (847-516-2016). 

 

Annual Craft Fair 
Mark your calendar: Sat. October 18 - Annual Vendor and Craft Fair with Souper Lunch. 
We have a number of new crafters this year – spread the word. Anyone wanting to donate 
handmade items, may drop them in the office, marked craft fair.  
Set-up will be October 16-17. – See Lori to help. 
 
 

mailto:loribmcclellan@comcast.net


Staff & Volunteers 
Norval I. Brown                                      Pastor 

Sally Lorenzen                         Christian Education Director 

Holly Voss                                                    Office Manager 

Mary Ellen Spoerl                                  Financial Secretary 

Dave DCamp                                                Music Director 

Kevin Scott                                                     Choir Director 

Penny Libert                                                 Organist 

Jim Ferree                           Tech/AV Coordinator 

Holly Voss                                          Wedding Coordinator 

Katrina Zentefis                              Nursery Coordinator 

Sue Heizer                              Funeral Coordinator 

Deb Kraemer and 

Judy Sutliff              Funeral Luncheon Coordinators 

Laura Collier                                 Preschool Director 

Arturo Arreola                                              Custodian 

Jaime Arreola                 Custodian 
 

Office Hours: 

Monday - Friday: 9am - 3pm 

Sunday Schedule: 

Worship  9am 

Sunday School  10:15am 

                               

October Birthdays 

10/1 
Debbie Lazarski 
Tom Lorenzen  
Harper Sukow 
10/2 
Susan Levels 
10/6 
Ron Hutchings  
Max McGee 
10/7 
Paul Carlberg  
10/8 
Andrew Lorenzen 
Ryan Seubert 
  

 

October Anniversaries 

10/13 
Maddie Lazarski 
10/14 
Dane Mularksi  
10/16 
Barry Booker  
10/21 
Robbie Groos 
10/22 

Marilyn Huizinga 
Cheri Wilcox 
10/24 
Brenda Iverson 

10/29 
Harry Ackermann 
10/30 
Amshul George 
10/31 
Ally Poe 

Patrick & Carrie Green 10/11 

 

AV Upgrade Matching  

Gift Opportunity 
A generous benefactor has pledged $10,000  

toward improvements to our audio/visual 

systems to strengthen both our worship and 
our livestream. 

With these funds, we plan to add new cameras, 
sanctuary screens, lighting, and microphones. 
These upgrades will improve our worship expe-
rience and help us better connect with those 
joining us online. 

We are inviting the congregation to prayerfully 
consider matching this $10,000 gift, which 
would allow us to add even more tools—such 
as improved stage lighting control, new cables, 
and training for our tech team. 

Together, we can make a lasting investment in 
our worship and outreach! 

Reach out to members of our tech team if you 
have any questions. 

You Tube Channel 



Calendar 

Goes 

Here 


