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We are a family of faith connected with God our Father and Jesus Christ his only Son and empowered by the Holy Spirit.
We are called to serve one another and the community through fellowship in an open, loving, and safe environment.

Sunday Worship at 9:00am ~ Sunday School 10:15am ~ Hospitality Hour at 10:00am
Office Hours: Monday - Friday 9am - 3pm

Church: 847-639-7627  Email: caryumc@caryumc.org Website: www.caryumc.org
Preschool: 847-639-7655 Email: cmp.preschool@gmail.com Website: www.carymethodistpreschool.org



From the Pastor’s Desk

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Fifty years ago, on 5 July 1975, Arthur Ashe
won the Wimbledon Tennis Tournament by de-
feating rival Jimmy Connors in 4 sets. He was the
first — and is still the only — African American
man to ever win the singles title there. Ashe was
an active civil rights supporter. Together with ac-
tor Harry Belafonte he formed the group Artists
and Athletes Against Apartheid in 1982, which
called for a cultural boycott of South Africa. Ashe
was arrested on 11 January 1985, for protesting
outside the Embassy of South Africa in Washing-
ton, D.C., during an anti-apartheid rally. Six years
later, he joined musician and producer Quincy
Jones as part of a delegation of 31 prominent Af-
rican Americans who visited South Africa to ob-
serve political change in the country as it ap-
proached racial integration. He was arrested
again on 18 September 1992, outside the White
House for protesting with Trans Africa on the re-
cent crackdown on Haitian refugees.

In 1983, while he was undergoing his second
heart surgery, he received a blood transfusion
which later was determined to be the source of
his HIV infection. When announcing to the world
that he was HIV-positive, he was asked if he had
guestioned God about this turn in his life. Ashe
responded “no,” that he had not questioned
God. When asked why he had not questioned
God, he answered, “If | were to say, 'God, why
me?' about the bad things, then | should have
said, 'God, why me?' about the good things that
happened in my life.”

| often think of the challenges that have come
my way and how quite easy it would be to ask
God why such things are happening to me. |
must confess, though, when good things come
my way, very rarely (if ever) have | ever thought

to turn to God and say, “Why me, Lord?” Job
offers us another perspective when °His wife said
to him, “You still keep your integrity! Blaspheme
God and die!” °But he said to her, “You talk as
any shameless woman might talk! Should we ac-
cept only good from God and not accept
evil?” (Job 2.9-10 The Tanakh)

Why have I/we been singled out for any bless-
ing? It is not because of any superiority or any
other quality that |/we possess. °For you are a
people consecrated to the LORD your God: of all
the peoples on earth the LORD your God chose
you to be His treasured people. ’It is not because
you are the most numerous of peoples that the
LORD set His heart on you and chose you—
indeed, you are the smallest of peoples; °but it
was because the LORD favored you and kept the
oath He made to your fathers that the LORD
freed you with a mighty hand and rescued you
from the house of bondage, from the power of
Pharaoh king of Egypt. God has simply shown
God’s divine favor in many different ways upon
the people God calls God’s own. We have not
earned, probably do not deserve, God’s favor,
but God out of God’s infinite goodness bestows
it upon us anyway. So, my brothers and sisters, if
we are not going to question God about the
good, things, let us not question God about the
bad things, either.

Grace and peace,
Pastor Norval
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July Nurture News: Upcoming Dates

Sunday School Teacher Meeting August 24
Room 107, 11:30am

This meeting will allow you to pick up any perti-
nent curriculum, review class attendance sheets,
review Sunday school opening theme for 2025,
sign safe sanctuary forms and allow for any ques-
tions you may have.

Fall Sunday School begins September 7

We just finished TRUE NORTH VBS where we
learned to trust God in a wild world. TRUST JESUS!
We had 53 children enrolled, with the largest
class being our 1-2 grade students, which had 16
enrolled.

Many thanks to our CUMC congregation for
their generous donations, talents, and prayers,
helping make this event a success. We had a won-
derful mix of new and old friends join us for this
event of Christian youth outreach. So many CMP
students, alumni, and teachers attended and
helped. Such a blessing trust Jesus! We are deeply
appreciate; the youth and adults using their gifts,
time, and talent to see this mission come to life.

The message that TRUE NORTH teaches us is
that Jesus is our TRUE NORTH, a fixed, dependa-
ble, and never changing help in our world. We
never carry our burdens alone. When we feel
powerless, alone, or confused Jesus is always
there to give us hope. That is why it is wise to
TRUST JESUS!

We certainly witnessed
the presence of God,
through the Holy Spirit, all
around us. The children came up with many God
sightings. God sightings are the amazing gifts all
around us that show the evidence of God’s handi-
work and presence in our lives. We learn to look
for them in our lives, helping us see the Lord
around us in our world, giving us hope and assur-
ance.

Our VBS mission at TRUE NORTH this year was
Cunningham Children’s Home. After a moving wit-
ness in November from Brook Watson, the Nur-
ture Team felt it was the obvious choice for us to
support them at our VBS mission.

SO, everyone dug deep into their pockets to
raise $1034.83 for Cunningham Home! Twice our
usual donations!!!! TRUST JESUS!

Cunningham is a place to call home. Through their
residential services, a community converges to
give hope to those who need it most, offering a
safe environment and education to youth who
suffer from serious emotional and behavioral chal-
lenge disorders that have been caused by abuse,
neglect, mental iliness, and more.

Thanks to everyone for the
caring and generosity that was
shown!

Sally Lorenzen
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Financial Status of Cary United Methodist Church

The grass is growing, the flowers and trees are growing. It seems that everything is growing, except for the
Church’s income. | hate to bring up these sad tiding’s, but we seem to have entered the “Summer Slippage” a bit
earlier this year. The “Summer Slippage” is that period of time each year when we forget to go to Church, and at
the same time forget to support the Church. Please continue to visit God and to support his home.

Following is the financial status of CUMC for January thru April 2025.
As usual, If you have any questions about the current financial status, please feel free to contact me.

Yours in Christ,

Tom Swider

Chair, Finance Committee

(847) 727-9324 or (847) 639-6173
Email address: swidertc@comcast.net

FINANC E

Current Income for Current Expenses for
May 2024 May 2025 Difference
$20,348.40 $24,959.83 -$4,611.43

Current Income for Current Expenses for
Jan.— May 2025 Jan. — May 2025 Difference
$132,247.49 $141,642.40 -$9,394.91

United Women in Faith Annual Rummage Sale -
Come Treasure Hunt with Us!

It’s almost here! Get ready for great finds and good
fun at our Rummage Sale! Whether you're looking
for gently used clothes, home goods, toys, books, or
a unique treasure, there will be something for every-
one.

Sale dates and times:

9am - 5pm Thursday, July 24

9am - 4pm Friday, July 25

8am — 12pm Saturday, July 26

Proceeds will support United Women in Faith Com-
munity Mission Giving, so every purchase helps
make a difference!

We are looking forward to accepting your donations
for the sale. Please help to make sure that donations
are clean and in usable condition. We can’t accept
big furniture like armoires, tv cabinets, sofas and
mattresses. Additionally, we cannot accept tv’s of
any size, window blinds, or tires. There may be addi-
tional items that need to be turned away based on
salability and disposal if not sold.

Donation drop-off dates and times:

11am — 2pm Sunday, July 20 (volunteers will be
available on this day to help with unloading vehicles)

9am — 4pm Monday, July 21
9am — 1pm Tuesday, July 22

Many volunteers are needed to help with sorting,
displaying and organizing items on tables, and sales.
High school students and Scouts, do you need volun-
teer hours? Church members, do you have a few
hours to spare?

Watch for a link to Sign-Up Genius to let us know
how and when you can help!

Come shop and support our church community.
Spread the word and bring a friend to shop or

volunteer! RU M M A G E

[SRLE
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United Women in Faith July News

Books ‘n Bagels
Next meeting is Friday, August 1, at 7pm, at the church, in Zoom room 112, downstairs. Book
title is Little Chapel on the River by Gwendolyn Bounds. Contact Dawn Ferree or Bethany Decker.

Mark your Calendar: Dates for United Women in Faith Events
Tuesday, July 1, 6:30pm, FH, Leadership Team, all are welcome. Contact
Glenda Arnold 312-550-1740

Wednesday, July 9, Noon, FH, Dorcas Circle, location TBD.
Contact Penny Libert 847-639-2708

Every Wednesday morning, 9:30am, FH, Coffee & Crafts & Conversation
Contact Pat Jacobson 847-639-6173

Every Thursday morning, 8:30am, Women’s Prayer Group at Eggville Café, Cary.
Contact Dorothy Fagerson, Sue Heizer, or Carroll Wagus 847-516-2016

Dorcas Circle
Anyone available for a lunch fellowship on the second Wednesday of the month should join us
on July 9, at noon. Contact Penny Libert (847-639-2708).

Every Wednesday Morning
Our Wednesday Mornings Coffee & Craft Group welcomes your conversation and crafting. Bring
your own project, and we’ll have the coffee ready. Stop by to visit 9:30am-noon in Fellowship
Hall. For more information, contact Pat Jacobson
(847-639-6173).

Monthly Evening Craft Group
On the fourth Thursday evening from 7-9pm, our Evening Craft Group welcomes your crafting
skills and conversation. Bring your own project, or choose from one of ours. For more infor-
mation, contact loribmcclellan@comcast.net.

Stamp Camp
Saturday, September 13, 2025, at 9am in Fellowship Hall. Join us in making five handmade
greeting cards. The $20 fee includes all supplies, fun and fellowship.
Contact Dawn Ferree to reserve your space.

Thursday Women’s Prayer Group
Every Thursday morning at 8:30am, Our Women’s Prayer Group meets at Eggville Café, 350
Northwest Highway in Cary, to share prayer and enjoy breakfast and fellowship.
Contact Dorothy Fagerson, Sue Heizer, or
Carroll Wagus (847-516-2016).

Thanks to the generous donations from our congregation
_VE for the Healthy Babies Drive for Kids Above All, we were
able to exceed our target. We collected over $2,000 and
were able to donate 18 Pac n Play cribs, 18 sets of sheets for the Pac n Play cribs, 18 backpack

diaper bags, and 12 toddler gates. The remaining funds will be donated directly to Kids Above
All. Thanks to everyone for making this a success! United Women in Faith
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July Birthdays

7/1 7/15 7/27

Bill Simon Carrie Green Sarah Brackett
7/2 Nancy Siles 7/28

Gary Fagerson 7/20 Kevin Scott
Samantha Wiles  Amy Peterson 7/30

7/3 7/23 Nancy Petriak
Pat Honemann Chris Weisser Brandon Poe
7/6 7/26 Dan Rank
Kristen Splitt Lori McCllellan

7/9 Jeanne Schuetzle

Ed Davies

7/12

Barb Dungan

7/13

Kim Brackett

7/14

Jeff Bivin

Greenheart Exchange,

A non-profit organization that facilitates cul-
tural exchange experiences for students,
teachers, and young professionals, is looking
for host families to welcome Chinese ex-
change students for a two cultural visit from
27 July — 10 August 2025. Host families pro-
vide a bed, three meals a day, and transporta-
tion to Dundee each weekday (carpooling is
encouraged). This is a wonderful opportunity
to share your life, learn about another cul-
ture, and make lasting connections. For more
information or to sign up, contact Tammy
Zilinski at 847-489-8426 or
tammyzilinski@me.com

July Anniversaries
Jim & Dawn Ferree 7/11
Kelvin & Susan Levels 7/11
Jeff & Teresa Bivin 7/25
Manav & Shannon George 7/27

Staff & Volunteers

Norval I. Brown Pastor
Sally Lorenzen Christian Education Director
Holly Voss Office Manager

Mary Ellen Spoerl Financial Secretary

Dave DCamp Music Director
Kevin Scott Choir Director
Penny Libert Organist
Jim Ferree Tech/AV Coordinator
Holly Voss Wedding Coordinator

Katrina Zentefis Nursery Coordinator

Sue Heizer Funeral Coordinator

Deb Kraemer and

Judy Sutliff Funeral Luncheon Coordinators
Laura Collier Preschool Director
Arturo Arreola Custodian
Jaime Arreola Custodian
Office Hours:

Monday - Friday: 9am to 3pm

Sunday Schedule:
Worship 9am
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