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Dear Siblings in Christ, 
    Grace and peace to you from God the Father, God 
the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. 

https://mrspaver.weebly.com/

uploads/5/9/7/1/59712127/%E2%80%

9Cthe_other_side%E2%80%9D.pdf 

    If you clink on this link or copy and paste it in your 
search engine, it will take you to a story entitled 
“The Other Side” by Jacqueline Woodson. It is a de-
lightful story about two girls – one Black, the other 
White. I invite you to read it before you read any 
further. 
    Were Annie and Clover products of their time or 
were they images reflecting culture and society? You 
might imagine this story was written in the South at 
the height of segregation. Adult ears can clearly hear 
Gov. George Wallace of Alabama shouting, 
“Segregation now, segregation tomorrow, segregati
on forever!" in his 1963 inaugural address. Visions of 
boycotts, marches, water hoses, and snarling dogs 
unleashed on those protesting a racism that had 
been woven into the fabric of a nation since the 
1600s. 
    But this story was written in 2002. Was Woodson 
writing to remind us of a bygone era, asking us to 
remember that time because the further we are re-
moved from it the more faint our memory be-
comes? Or was she writing about a present mo-
ment, a not-so-subtle reminder that the fences that 
divided us years ago still exist? Or was she dreaming 
of a not-too-distant future, where that fence was a 
metaphor for the barriers that exist today – those 
created by Courts striking down Affirmative Action 
Policies and the discontinuance of Diversity, Equity 
and Inclusion Practices; those barriers created when 
a sanitized version of the history of Americans of 
African descent is offered in our schools? 
    Personally, it is all three – a past, present, future 
diorama that challenges us to look at our world, es-
pecially the world we will leave for our children. We 
have just observed the annual celebration of the 
birth of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. His 
speeches have resounded over the airwaves these 
last few days. We come today to remember, honor, 
and celebrate the work of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 

King, Jr. From 1955 to 1968 there was no more influ-
ential figure in shaping the web and the woof of the 
tapestry called the United States of America. From 
sea to shining sea, few lives were untouched by his 
words, his image, some consciously, some uncon-
sciously. To many of us, his words still resound in 
our hearts and in our minds. After reading Wood-
son’s story, I am drawn to these words in particular: 
 

"I have a dream that my four little children  
will one day live in a nation where they  

will not be judged by the color of their skin, 
 but by the content of their character."  

 
    The words of a visionary, a prophet? Or a man 
who just gave in to the old hymn that declared, “I’m 
so glad trouble don’t last always”? The bottom line 
is it does not really matter. Nestled in these 
thoughts is the hope of every parent – the world we 
leave for our children will be a better world than the 
one in which we lived! Dr. King’s ‘one day” is Annie 
and Clover’s “someday.” This holiday – this holy day 
– is about the children and the world they will inher-
it from us. 
    Tear the fences down – they are not made for 
sitting. Turn them into bridges that cross the divides 
that bring men and women, boys and girls, of every 
race, nation, and language together and heal this 
world. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=02CcUCPkw-s 
    Michael Jackson invites/entreats us to heal the 
world for our children and our children’s children. 
May it be so! 
 
Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Norval 

From the Pastor’s Desk 
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February 2026 Nurture Team News                                                                               

On January 25, CUMC Enjoyed Our . . . 

Family Event ~Sledding & Scavenger Hunt following Sunday school~  



 February 4-Sunday school begins making valentines for assisted living residents. 

 February 22-Nurture Team will begin collecting small egg size toys for the Easter Egg Hunt 

 March 28-Easter Egg Hunt 2:50pm-5:00pm on church east lawn and in Fellowship Hall 

 April 5 One Room Youth Sunday School-10:15-11:15am in Wesley Wing 



   Our school, our children, our church. All connected with 

Cary Methodist Preschool 
We Are All Connected with Love!  February 2026 

It is hard to believe that February is already here!  We had so much fun at our 
Culver’s fundraiser! Thanks so much to those of you that were able to join us 
for a fun filled night!  All the preschool classes will celebrate Valentine’s Day 
with parties during class time on February 11 and 12. Make sure you check your 
class calendar for which day you will celebrate. Thank you to all the parents who 
are helping with our classroom parties. All of the teachers greatly appreciate 
your help. We are so lucky to have such amazing parents here at Cary Methodist 
Preschool!  ~ Laura Collier   

Kindergarten Parties 

Important Dates: 

2’s Stretch N Grow: Feb. 3 
2’s Chapel time with Ms. Sally: 
Feb. 12 
 
Chapel with Ms. Sally: Feb. 6 
Stretch N Grow: 3’s & Pre-K 4/5’s 
Feb. 6 
 
Book Orders Due: Feb. 12 
 

Valentine Day Parties: 3’s & 4/5’s 
Feb. 11, 2’s Feb. 12 
 
NO SCHOOL/Conferences: 
3’s & 4/5’s Feb. 12 & 13 
*2’s class is still in session 
 
NO SCHOOL-President’s Day: 
Feb. 16 
 

Preschool Board Meeting: 
Feb. 19 @ 7pm 
 

Cary Methodist Preschool, 500 N. First St., Cary, IL  60013   847-639-7655   cmp.preschool@gmail.com 

 

Enrollment Update 

Stay & Play 

Donation Requests: 
Clorox/Lysol Wipes, Ziploc 
Storage Bags (gallon), Cotton 
Balls, Large Glue Sticks,  
Paper Towels. 

Valentine parties are 
February 11 and 12. The 
3’s and 4/5’s classes will 
celebrate on the 11th, 
and the 2’s class will 
celebrate on the 12.  I 
have sent out a link to 

sign up for party bag donations in case any-
one is interested. The children are welcome 
to bring Valentine’s Day cards for their 
classmates. Please help your child sign their 
name on the cards. However, we ask that 
you do not label the cards or envelopes with 
their classmates’ names. This helps make 
valentine distribution much easier. As a re-
minder,  please do not include candy or food 
with your valentines. THANK YOU!! 

Thank you to those of 
you who have turned 
in your 2026-2027 
registration forms. If 
you have not turned in 
your paperwork and 

registration fee yet, please do so as 
soon as possible. We still have openings 
in all of our classes, but we are now reg-
istering new families.  We don’t want 
you to miss out on your desired spot for 
your child.  Thank you! 

Please remember to sign up and pay for 
Stay & Play on our monthly sign-up genius 
at the beginning of the month. This way, we 
can be sure we have enough teachers to 

accommodate all children. 
Stay n’ Play (for 3’s and 
Pre-K 4/5’s classes) runs 
Monday-Thursday from 
11:30am-1:00pm and is $12 
per day.  Also, a friendly 
reminder that we are a 
NUT FREE SCHOOL 
ZONE!  

Parent/Teacher Conferences 
Thursday and Friday  

2/12 and 2/13 

The readiness skill checklist for the 3’s 
class and the 4/5’s class will come home 
February 9.  You will receive an email from 
your child’s teacher about conferences 
that will include a sign-up genius link. If 
you feel that your child needs  a confer-
ence, you may use this link to sign up for a 
conference time. If you feel you don’t 
need a conference after receiving your 
child’s readiness skill checklist, you may 
cancel your conference. There will be NO 
SCHOOL for the 3’s and Pre-K 4/5’s 
classes during conference times.  
The 2-year-old class will be in session on 
Thursday, February 12!   

Thank You 
Thank you to all who have 
donated supplies. Your  
generosity is truly  
appreciated!!  



Financial Status of Cary United Methodist Church 
Following is the wonderful financial status of CUMC for the year 2025.  Yes, you have read it right – we 

finished the year on the positive side.  God is truly smiling down on all of his children of Cary United Methodist 

Church. 

 As usual, if you have any questions about the current financial status, please feel free to contact me.  I 

will be happy to explain them to you. 

Yours in Christ, 

Tom Swider 

Chair, Finance Committee 

(847) 727-9324 or (847) 639-6173 

Email address:  swidertc@comcast.net 

Current Income for 
December 2024 

Current Expenses for  
December 2025 

 
Difference 

$42,334.19 $29,394.16              +$12,950.16 

Current Income for  
2025 

Current Expenses for  
2025 

 
Difference 

$351,003.25 $341,917.74              +$9,085.51 

    As we prepare our hearts and minds for Easter, and the 

resurrection of Jesus, we are preparing our sanctuary for 

this celebration. 

    Easter flowers can be ordered to decorate our sanctuary 

and can be taken home after Sunday morning worship ser-

vice on April 5.  

  6” Lilies  $  TBD 

  6” Tulips  $  TBD 

  7½ Daffodils  $  TBD 

    Orders will be taken from Sunday, February 15 - March 8. 

Order forms will be available at the church in the bulletins, 

and entrances of the church. 

    Order forms and payment can be placed in the offering 

plate, dropped off at the office or put in the gray metal box 

on the wall in the mailroom. Please make checks out to 

Cary United Methodist Church and mark “Easter Flowers” 

in the memo section of the check. 

 

Thank you, 

Denise Ackermann 

Easter Flowers 

mailto:swidertc@comcast.net


United Women in Faith February News 

Books ‘n Bagels 

Next meeting is Friday, February 6, at 7pm, at the church, in Zoom room 112, downstairs. Book title is  
The Dictionary of Lost Words by Pip Williams. Contact Dawn Ferree or Bethany Decker.                                  

 
Mark your Calendar: Dates for United Women in Faith Events 

Tuesday, February 3, 6:30 pm, FH, Leadership Team, all are welcome. Contact  
   Glenda Arnold 312-550-1740 

Wednesday, February 11. Locataion TBD Dorcas Circle. 
      Contact Penny Libert 847-639-2708 

Every Wednesday morning, 9:30am, FH, Coffee & Crafts & Conversation 
      Contact Pat Jacobson 847-639-6173 

Every Thursday morning, 8:30am, Women’s Prayer Group at Eggville Café, Cary. 
      Contact Dorothy Fagerson, Sue Heizer, or Carroll Wagus 847-516-2016 

 
Dorcas Circle 

Anyone available for a lunch fellowship on the second Wednesday of the month should join us on Febru-
ary 11. Location TBD. We love to share stories of faith, family and friends.  
For more information, contact Penny Libert (847-639-2708). 

 
Every Wednesday Morning 

Our Wednesday Mornings Coffee & Craft Group welcomes your conversation and crafting. Bring your own 
project, and we’ll have the coffee ready. Stop by to visit 9:30am-noon in Fellowship Hall. For more infor-
mation, contact Pat Jacobson (847-639-6173).  

 
Evening Craft Group 

On the fourth Thursday evening from 7-9pm, our Evening Craft Group welcomes your crafting skills and 
conversation. Bring your own project, or choose from one of ours. For more information, contact  
loribmcclellan@comcast.net.  
 

Stamp Camp 

Saturday, April 11, 2026, at 9am in Fellowship Hall. Join us in making five handmade greeting cards. The 
$20 fee includes all supplies, fun and fellowship.  
Contact Dawn Ferree to reserve your space. 

 
Thursday Women’s Prayer Group 

Every Thursday morning at 8:30am, our Women’s Prayer Group meets at Eggville Café, 350 Northwest 
Highway in Cary, to share prayer and enjoy breakfast and fellowship.  
Contact Dorothy Fagerson, Sue Heizer, or Carroll Wagus (847-516-2016). 
 

mailto:loribmcclellan@comcast.net


     Our College Care Ministry for the 2025-26 school year is underway. In  

September, our college students received an inspirational book and hand-

made card. In December, they received a handmade card and a gift card from 

Starbucks just in time for finals! In February, we will mail our Valentine care 

packages. 

     We feel it is essential for our new and returning college students to know 

that they remain in our thoughts and prayers during their educational journey. 

This ministry serves students in an undergraduate program, who have been, 

or are, active in the life of Cary UMC. 

With all of the contact from our congregation, we feel our college students 

know they are surrounded by our love. 

WE NEED YOUR HELP IN DONATING ITEMS TO FILL THE VALENTINE BOXES. 

Suggested items are: 

Microwave popcorn, granola bars, gum, candy, hot cocoa mix, flavor packets 

to add to water, snack crackers and cookies, mini muffins, Tic-Tacs, chocolate, 

beef jerky, fruit snacks, Post-It-notes, highlighters, colored pens. Gluten-free 

items are also appreciated. 

Items should be INDIVIDUALLY WRAPPED, easy to pack and NO LIQUID ITEMS 

There will be a box for donations in the lobby until February 8. 

     For those of you who cannot donate an item, money to help cover shipping 

would be greatly appreciated. Checks should be made out to:  Cary UMW 

    This year we are ministering to 12 students at approximately $20 per school 

year. 

If you have any questions, please contact: 

Stacy Nordengren 847-639-7330 or Dawn Ferree 815-451-2371. 

College Care Ministry 



Staff & Volunteers 
Norval I. Brown                                      Pastor 
Sally Lorenzen                         Christian Education Director 
Holly Voss                                                    Office Manager 
Mary Ellen Spoerl                                  Financial Secretary 
Dave DCamp                                                Music Director 
Kevin Scott                                                     Choir Director 
Penny Libert                                                 Organist 
Jim Ferree                           Tech/AV Coordinator 
Holly Voss                                          Wedding Coordinator 
Katrina Zentefis                              Nursery Coordinator 
Sue Heizer                              Funeral Coordinator 
Deb Kraemer and 
Judy Sutliff              Funeral Luncheon Coordinators 
Laura Collier                                 Preschool Director 
Arturo Arreola                                              Custodian 
Jaime Arreola                 Custodian 
 

Office Hours: 

Monday - Friday: 9am - 3pm 

Sunday Schedule: 

Worship  9am 

Sunday School  10:15am 

                               

February Birthdays 

2/2    Toby Splitt 
2/3    Joyce Fernekes 
          Brian Poe 
2/4    Darlene Bremer 
2/12  Annie Lazarski 
2/13  Nicole Solarte 
2/14   Denise Ackermann 
            Sofie Rank 
2/15   Marilyn Smith 
2/23   Bryan Reynolds 

You Tube Channel 

A note from Cary UMC 

United Women in Faith . . . 

Compliments of the festive season to all!  
Thanks again to all who generously donated over 80 sets 

of pajamas (and one pair of socks, apparently). Becky Fitch 

of Kids in Need sent this thank you note in response: 

“We can't thank you enough for organizing the pajama 

drive at Cary United Methodist Church. The number of 

pajamas was amazing and will help many kids sleep  

warm this winter. Your generosity…is what keeps 

our  community strong” 

If you want to further support their great work and the 

disadvantaged children who benefit from their efforts, 

we’ve put out a box in the narthex to start a new collec-

tion for them. They are reportedly low on toiletries, so 

please donate any of the following: 

• Shampoo & conditioner 

• 3-in-1 body wash  

• Bonnets 

• Body wash for older kids/teens 

• Teen face wash 

• Lotion 

• Diaper cream 

• Training toothpaste for very young kids 

Ed & Pamela Davies 2/17 

February Anniversaries 

18 February 2026 
SCHEDULE 

Fox River Grove:  
Community Church,  

400 Opatrny Dr.,  6am – 8am 
 

Cary United Methodist Church 

8:30 am – 10 am (Drive Through) 

Noon – 2 pm (Drive Through) 

4 pm– 6 pm (Drive Through) 

7 pm Solemn Liturgy 

2/24   Khristy Frieman 
2/27   Hannah David  



Calendar 

Goes 

Here 


