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We are a family of faith connected with God our Father and Jesus Christ his only Son and empowered by the Holy Spirit.   
We are called to serve one another and the community through fellowship in an open, loving, and safe environment. 
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Dear Siblings in Christ, 

    Grace, mercy and peace to you in the name of our 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

    In the early 1960s, the German theologian Jurgen 

Moltmann wrote an incredible book called "Theology 

of Hope". This work takes as its assumption that true 

Christian faith can only have its transforming effect 

on the individual, on society and on the world when 

it is rooted in a vision of hope. "From first to last, and 

not merely in the epilogue," wrote Moltmann, 

"Christianity is hope, forward looking and forward 

moving, and therefore also revolutionizing and trans-

forming the present." In Moltmann's view, to live 

in hope does not mean that one lives in a state of 

disconnectedness from the present because of some 

expectation of a greater although unrealized future; 

rather, to live with a vision of hope gives a person--

and the church--the inspiration and the motivation 

never to settle for the status quo, but rather to chal-

lenge and perhaps even work towards the transfor-

mation of any dimension of life that is not in line 

with that envisioned hope. 
 

The Apostle Paul writes to the Church in Rome: 

     5 Therefore, since we have been justified through 

faith,   we  have  peace  with  God  through  our  Lord  

Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have gained ac-

cess by faith into this grace in which we now 

stand. And we boast in the hope of the glory of 

God. 3 Not only so, but we also glory in our suffer-

ings, because we know that suffering produces perse-

verance; 4 perseverance, character; and character, 

hope. 5 And hope does not put us to shame, because 

God’s love has been poured out into our hearts 

through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us. 
 

    As such, the Christian is never without hope. When 

life seems to be at its darkest moment, we are 

buoyed by the light of Christ. Life is always filled with 

its challenges, its dramas, its difficulties. Yet, we 

need not succumb to all this, for the promises of 

Christ are that he is with us through all things for all 

time. All that we have to do is hold on! 

    Robert Fulghum was a feature writer for The Kan-

sas City Times. I'm not sure he's still there, because 

he has written a runaway best seller entitled All I Re-

ally Need to Know, I Learned in Kindergarten. That 

book is an expansion of an article he wrote for The 

Kansas City Times a few years ago. It was this article 

that launched his writing career. Listen to a part of it: 

    "Most of what I really need to know about how to 

live, and what to be, I learned in kindergarten. Wis-

dom was not at the top of the graduate school 

mountain, but there in the sandbox at nursery 

school. 

    "These are the things I learned: Share everything. 

Play fair. Don't hit people. Put things back where you 

found them. Clean up your own mess. Don't take 

things that aren't yours. Say you're sorry when you 

hurt somebody... 

    "Take a nap every afternoon. When you go out in-

to the world, watch for traffic, hold hands and stick 

together. Be aware of wonder. Remember the little 

seed in the plastic cup. The roots go down and the 

plant goes up and nobody really knows how or why, 

but we are all like that... 

    "Think of what a better world it would be if we all 

the whole world had cookies and milk about three 

o'clock every afternoon and then lay down with our 

blankets for a nap. Or if we had a basic policy in our 

nation and other nations to always put things back 

where we found them and cleaned up our own 

messes. And it is still true, no matter how old you 

are, when you go out into the world, it is best 

to hold hands and stick together." 

    Jesus commands us to “Go into all the world” with 

its ups and downs and ins and outs. And when we go 

into   the  world,   it’s  best  to  hold  hands  and  stick 

 together. 

 

Grace and peace, 

Pastor Norval 

 

From the Pastor’s Desk 



August Nurture News: 

Upcoming Dates 

Nurture Team Meeting: 

August 7, 2025 

6:30pm 

Room 107 and on Zoom  

(Note: this is one week later than the usual meeting date) 
 

Youth Sunday School Teacher Meeting: 

August 24,2025  

11:30am 

Room 107 
 

Fall Sunday School Begins: 

September 7, 2025 

    In this last leg of summer before our fall ministry begins, we wish to deeply thank our Nurture and Sun-

day school members and volunteers. The caring and devotion of these folks is deeply appreciated and  

valued by all of us at Cary UMC. Their efforts in discipleship are vital in ministering to not only our congre-

gation, but as an outreach to our preschool and our community as a whole. 

    Sunday School teachers prepare lessons faithfully each week, so we can learn how to apply scripture to 

our daily lives. Whether children, teens, or adults, we offer classes for all ages. Teachers make a differ-

ence in a student’s life. God’s Word promises that if we teach a child in the way he should go, then when 

he is old “he will not depart from it” (Proverbs 22:6). The Apostle Paul writes that spiritual leaders who 

perform their duties well are worthy of double honor, especially those who work hard preaching and 

teaching (1 Timothy 5:17). 

    If anyone is feeling moved by the Holy Spirit to serve Him in either our traditional format for youth or 

adult Sunday School classes, please let Sally Lorenzen know at christianed@caryumc.org, or by calling  

847-639-7627.   

    We would also be open to your new ideas in Christian ministry and would love to hear about them from 

you.  

    The Great Commission is a biblical mandate found in Matthew 28:16-20, where Jesus instructs his fol-

lowers to make disciples of all nations, baptizing them and teaching them to obey his commands. It's es-

sentially a call to spread the Christian faith globally through evangelism and discipleship. 

     We ask that you prayerfully consider whether your passion is to work with adults, children, lead a 

study, or be a substitute teacher, we would love to have people deepen their faith journey by joining us in 

Christian ministry.  

God Bless,  

Sally Lorenzen 

mailto:christianed@caryumc.org


Come Join Us  

for a Day on the Greens and Dinner!  

You are cordially invited to our church’s Mark Peterson Memorial Golf Outing, Dinner, and  

Silent Auction! Get ready for a day of fellowship, fun, and even some friendly competition, all 

for a great cause to help support our church. Come for a day of golf and stay for dinner, or just 

come for dinner and silent auction. 

Event Highlights:  * We will play best ball. Tee off with fellow parishioners and golfers with all 

ability levels on the beautiful Cary Country Club course!  

Delicious Dinner: A buffet style dinner will be served at 6pm. * Silent Auction: Bid on a  

variety of fantastic items and experiences generously donated by church committees, local 

businesses, and members of our congregation. 

 

Date and Times: Friday, August 22, 2025  * Tee off times will begin at 12pm-1pm.  

Dinner & Silent Auction starts at 6pm. Location: * Cary Country Club, Cary, IL    

Cost: * Golf with Dinner $125, or * Dinner Only $40. 

 

Your Participation Supports Our Church: By joining us for this special outing, you're not only 

treating yourself to a day of enjoyment but also contributing to the vital work of our church. 

Please consider a hole sponsorship as an individual, family, or business for $100. 

RSVP: Be sure to secure your spot early! Register/RSVP to reserve your place on the green 

and/or at the dinner table.  For inquiries, registration for golf, or RSVP for dinner, please con-

tact John Lazarski at 847-650-5050.  



Eat to support McHenry County CROP Hunger Walk 

 at Lakewood and Cary Locations. 

Order online at:  www.loumalnatis.com, in the mobile app or call 

Cary 224-836-9100 or Lakewood 815-477-8100 



Financial Status of Cary United Methodist Church 

 Thank you so very much for working towards reducing our financial debt.  Every little 
bit helps and now I know that prayer works.  Please keep it up so that we can meet our  

financial obligations and help others in need. 

Following is the financial status of CUMC for January thru June 2025. 

 As usual, if you have any questions about the current financial status, please feel free 
to contact me. 

Yours in Christ, 

Tom Swider 

Chair, Finance Committee 

(847) 727-9324 

(847) 639-6173 

Email address:  swidertc@comcast.net 

Current Income for 
June 2025 

Current Expenses for  
June 2025 

 
Difference 

$26,976.11 $23,797.80              +$1,964.30 

Current Income for  
Jan.– June 2025 

Current Expenses for  
Jan. – June 2025 

 
Difference 

$311,594.69 $305,653.73              -$7,430.61 

Cary Methodist Preschool 
     Classes begin on Tuesday, September 2!  We are enrolling children who are age 2 (when 

school starts) through age 5.  

Please email cmp.preschool@gmail.com to schedule a tour.  

 

Cary Methodist Preschool 

500 First Street, 

Cary, IL 60013 

847-639-7655  

mailto:swidertc@comcast.net
mailto:cmp.preschool@gmail.com


Back to School Backpack Drive 
It’s time for Kids Above All’s annual Back to School Backpack Drive! Each year, we invite individuals, community and faith groups, and 

businesses to step up so the 1,500 school-aged kids in our programs have the supplies they need for the new school year. Lots of need-

ed items are below. We also have an Amazon Wishlist for this year’s Back to School Backpack Drive! Visit: kidsaboveall.org/bts 

for more information, or to make a financial gift to help fill specific needs for our clients. 

Most Needed Items:   >Sketchbooks     >2-pocket Folders     >Earbuds/Headphones 

June 15 - August 20 

Backpacks 

For ALL Ages 

Needed 

To set up an appointment to drop off 

 donations, contact our VP of BLDC,  

Zulma Colon. 

Phone: 773-239-8258 

Email: zcolon@kidsaboveall.org 

1801 E. Oakton St., Des Plaines, IL 60018 

mailto:kidsaboveall.org/bts


United Women in Faith August News 

Books ‘n Bagels 
Next meeting is Friday, August 1, at 7pm, at the church, in Zoom room 112, downstairs. 

Book title is The Little Chapel on the River by Gwendolyn Bounds. Contact Dawn Ferree 

or Bethany Decker.                                  

 

Mark your Calendar: Dates for United Women in Faith Events 
Tuesday, August 5, 6:30 pm, FH, Leadership Team, all are welcome. Contact  

   Glenda Arnold 312-550-1740 
 

Wednesday, August 13, Noon, FH, Dorcas Circle. 

      Contact Penny Libert 847-639-2708 
 

Every Wednesday morning, 9:30am, FH, Coffee & Crafts & Conversation 

      Contact Pat Jacobson 847-639-6173 
 

Every Thursday morning, 8:30am, Women’s Prayer Group at Eggville Café, Cary. 

      Contact Dorothy Fagerson, Sue Heizer, or Carroll Wagus 847-516-2016 

 

Dorcas Circle 

Anyone available for a lunch fellowship on the second Wednesday of the month should 

join us on August 13, at noon in Fellowship Hall. Bring your own lunch, and we will 

serve you a delicious dessert or we may dine out. We love to share stories of faith, family 

and friends. For more information, contact Penny Libert (847-639-2708). 

 

Every Wednesday Morning 

Our Wednesday Mornings Coffee & Craft Group welcomes your conversation and craft-

ing. Bring your own project, and we’ll have the coffee ready. Stop by to visit 9:30am-

noon in Fellowship Hall. For more information, contact Pat Jacobson  

(847-639-6173). 

 

Monthly Evening Craft Group 
On the fourth Thursday evening from 7-9pm, our Evening Craft Group welcomes your 

crafting skills and conversation. Bring your own project, or choose from one of ours. For 

more information, contact loribmcclellan@comcast.net.  

 

Stamp Camp 

Saturday, January 11, 2025, at 9am in Fellowship Hall. Join us in making five handmade 

greeting cards. The $20 fee includes all supplies, fun and fellowship.  

Contact Dawn Ferree to reserve your space. 

 

Thursday Women’s Prayer Group 

Every Thursday morning at 8:30am, Our Women’s Prayer 

Group meets at Eggville Café, 350 Northwest Highway in 

Cary, to share prayer and enjoy breakfast and fellowship.  

Contact Dorothy Fagerson, Sue Heizer, or  

Carroll Wagus (847-516-2016). 

 

 

mailto:loribmcclellan@comcast.net


Staff & Volunteers 
Norval I. Brown                                      Pastor 

Sally Lorenzen                         Christian Education Director 

Holly Voss                                                    Office Manager 

Mary Ellen Spoerl                                  Financial Secretary 

Dave DCamp                                                Music Director 

Kevin Scott                                                     Choir Director 

Penny Libert                                                 Organist 

Jim Ferree                           Tech/AV Coordinator 

Holly Voss                                          Wedding Coordinator 

Katrina Zentefis                              Nursery Coordinator 

Sue Heizer                              Funeral Coordinator 

Deb Kraemer and 

Judy Sutliff              Funeral Luncheon Coordinators 

Laura Collier                                 Preschool Director 

Arturo Arreola                                              Custodian 

Jaime Arreola                 Custodian 

 

Office Hours: 

Monday - Friday:  9am to 3pm 

Sunday Schedule: 

Worship  9am 

Sunday School  10:15am 

August Birthdays 

8/2 
Scott Flesher 

8/3 

Kelvin Levels 

8/5 

Axel Mularski 

8/7 

Barbara Dixon  

Mary Koenig  

8/9 

Dave DCamp 

Jim Wilford 

8/11  

Dana Floor   

 

August Anniversaries 

8/12 

Sara Kelly  

8/14  

Cindy Wiles 

8/15 

Maddie Crick  

8/19 

Sandy Wilford 

8/22 

Kathy Kadlec 

8/23 

Deb Meyer 

8/25 

Mark Wilcox 

8/27 

Stephanie Brashear 

Bill Zentefis  

8/31  

Jennifer Voss 

Scott & Lori McClellan   8/5 

David & Sheila DCamp  8/11 

Dale & Barbara Dungan  8/19 

Mark & Cheri Wilcox   8/20 

John & Debbie Lazarski  8/31 

Feed My Starving Children Event  
The Witness/Mission Committee invites everyone inter-
ested to join us at Feed My Starving  
Children in Schaumberg where we will pack meals that 
will be distributed throughout the world at schools, or-
phanages, and clinics. All ages are welcome!  Hope to 
see you there! 
*Carpooling will be available if you need it- meet at the 
church at 8 am. We will depart at  
8:10 am SHARP. 
Date: Saturday, August 16, 2025 from 9 am - 11 am 
Location: 740 Wiley Farm Court, Schaumburg, IL 60173 
Joining information:  
http://www.fmsc.org/join-group?joincode=MZK0LG 
CUMC Group code: MZK0LG 
*Please contact Jen Crick at 224-627-1199 or see an-
other Witness/Mission Committee member after Sun-
day service if digital registration is a barrier- we’d love 
to have you there! 
Registration for our group will close August 11 at noon. 
General information on Feed My Starving Children: 
https://www.fmsc.org 

http://www.fmsc.org/join-group?joincode=MZK0LG
https://www.fmsc.org


Calendar 

Goes 

Here 


