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Sunday Worship: 9:00am
Youth & Adult Sunday School at 10:15am
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We are a family of faith connected with God our Father and Jesus Christ his only Son and empowered by the Holy Spirit.
We are called to serve one another and the community through fellowship in an open, loving, and safe environment.

Sunday Worship at 9:00am ~ Sunday School 10:15am ~ Hospitality Hour at 10:00am
Office Hours: Monday - Friday 9am - 3pm

Church: 847-639-7627  Email: caryumc@caryumc.org Website: www.caryumc.org
Preschool: 847-639-7655 Email: cmp.preschool@gmail.com Website: www.carymethodistpreschool.org



From the Pastor’s Desk

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

| greet you in the magnificent, majestic, and
mighty name of our Lord and Savior Jesus the
Christ!

We become too soon old, and too late smart
goes the adage. As | approach my 50" college re-
union (an event | hadn’t imagined), | am wonder-
ing how | got this old this soon! | have already
talked to some former classmates about getting
together and reminiscing about those days on The
University of Chicago campus. | will remember
and reminisce, but | have no intention of trying to
relive any of those days. | will leave the alumni
baseball and basketball games to younger alumni.
| will sit in the stands and cheer them on, while
praying that there are no injuries or heart attacks!

We become too soon old, and too late smart
goes the adage. As | approach retirement (an
event | hadn’t imagined), | am wondering how |
got this old this soon! | must have been having fun
as an elder in the Northern Illinois Conference of
The United Methodist Church because the time
has really flown! | have already talked to some re-
tired clergy colleagues who tell me that | will be
busier in retirement than | was when | was in ac-
tive ministry (although | do believe that Andrea L.
Brookins will have something to say about that!).

We become too soon old, and too late smart
goes the adage. If that is the case, | ask myself
what are the learnings that have come to me in
this lateness of my life? If you don’t mind, Ill
share some of them with you.

| wish | had listened more — listened to my body
and taken better care of it. While | am in relatively
good health, | am aware that early on as pastor |
worked myself to collapsing from exhaustion sev-
eral times. At one point, it seemed to be almost an
annual event. | didn’t look at Jesus’ model of
resting nor heed the directive of observing sab-
bath. | probably would have been much more pro-
ductive and attentive to those around me.

| wish | had listened to my children more. To
them, | probably seemed to be too busy. | remem-
ber one day coming in the front door, putting

down some papers and picking up some books
and exiting out the back door, passing Crystal on
my trek through the house. She asked where | was
going and | told her | was headed to a funeral.
“Humph”, she said, “People must think you’re the
only pastor in this town!”

| wish | had listened to the elders more. | re-
member going to annual conference as a child of
11 or 12 years old with my father. Often, dying of
sheer boredom from the proceedings going on
indoors, | would walk outside. There, the retired
pastors were sitting on benches, talking with one
another. Invariably, one pair would look up, see
me, and call me over. When | approached, one
would slide one way and the other would slide the
other way creating a space between them. They
would pat the empty space, and say “Sit down,
boy.” | would sit and listen to them talk about
their life in the ministry. | delighted in listening to
them. As | grew older, though, there didn’t seem
to be much time for that. | wish | had taken better
advantage of the wisdom of those who had be-
come “too soon old, and too late smart.”

There is another adage that comes to mind —
experience is the best teacher, or an offshoot that
says, “your experience will make you a teacher to
someone else.” The wisdom of my age is of little
to no value if | keep it to myself. So, in retirement |
will listen to my body — not just the cracking of my
knees and other limbs, but listen to it when it
needs rest, or at least more rest than | have been
giving it. | will listen to my children — and my
grandchildren. Not so that they will keep me
young (the psalmist said, “Once | was young, but
now | am old, - that is I!) but so that my sharing
with them will be relevant with what is going on in
their lives. | will seek out young clergy persons,
not to tell them how to do it, but as a mentor that
they might find their own fulfillment in this life. |
will listen and learn from them so that even in old
age | am growing smarter.

Grace and peace,
Pastor Norval



Nurture News: March 2026

February Chapel Time ~ Jonah and the Big Fish
Cary Methodist Preschool students learn...
We have a loving 6od of second chances! God answers prayer!
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The Easter Egg Hunt & Crafting is Comingl!

When: March 28, 2026

Time: 3 - pm ~ Line-up with baskets at 2:50pm

Where: Church Lawn and Fellowship Hall

How You Can Help: We can use your help. Prior to the hunt we fill hundreds
of eggs for the children to find. SO.... We are in need of smaller sized, individu-
ally wrapped candy or toy donations for our plastic eggs. Donation bins will be
at both entrances of the church. We ask that all donations come in by 3/22, so
there will be plenty of time to stuff the eggs. Thank you for helping make this
event possible.

April 5, Easter Sunday

Come Celebrate Easter with Us
We will have .

One Room Youth Sunday School
We invite the youth to join us
from 10:15-11:15am following
the 9:00am Easter service.

We will meet down in Wesley Wing.

Save the Date ~ Coming Soon

May 2, 2026, The Nurture Team, will host Cary UMC Fishing with Friends

From: 10 - 12pm

Where: Jaycee Park Pavilion and pond

What: Fishing, Fellowship and Fun with the neighbors in our community. We will offer
fishing tips, small snacks, and games for youth. Anyone fishing over the age of 15
MUST have a proper license. All youth must be accompanied by an adult.

May 10, Our Sunday school youth will sing at our 9am church service

June 8-12 2026 ~ RAINFOREST FALLS VBS... Exploring the Nature of God
From: 1 - 4pm
Where: Cary United Methodist Church

What: Worship, Crafts, Songs, Games. Snacks and fun!
Join us in the jungle where.. TREE-MENDOUS ADVENTURE AWAITS!
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Our school, our children, our church. All connected with

'L',.’." Cary Methodist Preschoo|

CMP Is Lucky to Have Such Wonderful Students! March 2026

Spring is almost here! We all look forward to the sunshine and warmer Important Dates:
weather that springtime eventually brings. As the season begins to change,
be sure and take time with your children to talk about and
point out the changes of the season. Children are so
fascinated by the little things that we as adults sometimes
take for granted. We hope you all have a restful and fun
spring break with your precious children.

Scholastic Book Orders are due:
Mar. 12

Preschool Board Mtg.: Tuesday,
Mar 10 @7pm

Spring Break (no school): Mar. 23 -
27

~Laura Collier

Back to School: Monday, Mar. 30

CMP Board Member Volunteers . | |
Vision & Hearing Screening: Mon-

If you have ever been interested in Cary Methodist Preschool is happy | day, Mar. 30
serving on CMP's board, now is the time  To have volunteers helping us for
to act. Cary Methodist Preschool is look-  different positions. If there is
ing for new board members for next something
year. We meet once a month for one you would be
hour. Board members help plan and par-

Early Registration ends: Mar. 31

Easter Parties: Apr. 1 (3's & 4/5's),
Apr. 2 (2's)

interested in No School: Apr. 3- Good Friday,

ticipate in events and fundraisers. It is . . Apr.6- Easter Monday
a great way to get involved in the pre- helping with,
schooll Please let us know if you are in-  Please let us Chapel with Ms. Sally: Apr. 9 (2's)

terested. We'd love to have you on our know. Apr. 10 (3's & 4/5's)

team! If you have any questions, please

let us know. Stretch-n-Grow: Apr. 7 (2's), Apr.
10 (3's & 4/5’s)
Thank You Donation Requests Ice Cream Social/Open house:
February Volunteers! | Thursday, Apr. 23
5 0z. Dixie Cups, e o

Hephzibath Farm Field Trip: Friday,
7 | Apr. 24 10am

Valentine's Day Party Helpers ~ e Jumbo Glue Sticks,

A special thank you to Heather Bochat, * Napkins :

Katie Stewart, Ashley Filpi, & Holly Dip-  ®Lysol Spray, Registration
ping for planning and helping out with our ¢ Gallon and quart size Ziplock Bags 2026-2027
Valentine's Day parties! e Fun Stickers (Holidays, Religious,

Positive words, Animals, etc.) ] ]
. Registration for the 2026-

2027 school year is ongoing.
If you have not registered
yet, the deadline for the
early registration discount
is fast approaching. Begin-
ning April 1st, the registra-
tion fee will increase from
$75 to $95.

Valentine's Day Party Supplies ~
Thank you to everyone for donating party
supplies and such cute, fun party favor
items! Our Valentine's Day parties were
a huge success!

Thank You

’ Cary Methodist Preschool, 500 N. First St., Cary, IL 60013 847-639-7655 cmp.preschool@gmail.com



Financial Status of Cary United Methodist Church

Following is the financial status of CUMC January 2026. Yes, you may have noticed that the fi-
nancial status indicates that we are behind our goal for January. But, do not panic —yet! January was
a three (3) payroll month, instead of a standard two (2) payroll month. Also, we had to pay $2,000 for
a part that failed on our electronic sign that was not planned for. Fortunately, we did not have to pay
an additional $1,400.to have the part installed — our wonderful Trustees did the installation at no cost
to the Church.

As usual, if you have any questions about the current financial status, please feel free to con-
tact me. | will be happy to explain them to you.

Yours in Christ,

Tom Swider T

Chair, Finance Committee EINANC
(847) 727-9324 E
(847) 639-6173

Email address: swidertc@comcast.net

Current Income for Current Expenses for
Jan. 2026 Jan. 2026 Difference
$351,003.25 $341,917.74 -54,324.04

Girls 4 Ghana

We’ve come to a time of penitence, sacrifice, and self-reflection. During this Lenten season
there are many paths to introspection and ways to give of ourselves. This loving congregation
always answers the call to give, as you've shown with your generous donations of the toiletries
most needed by Kids in Need and your contributions to the making of care packages for our Col-
lege Care Ministry. Many thanks for opening your hearts and wallets for good causes <3.

Now we’re calling all those handy with a needle and those who desire to help those with a de-
sire to help improve some lives with Girls 4 Ghana. Girls in remote African villages often fall into
a vicious cycle of monthly absenteeism due to their lack of access to period products. Filling this
need is a goal of G4G. Join them and the UWF of Barrington UMC (98 Algonquin Rd., Barrington)
on March 7, from 12 - 3pm, to make washable maxi pads. Sewing skills are not required as there
will be plenty of measuring, cutting and sorting to do, but those with the ability (and a sewing
machine!) are encouraged to bring both. We will also collect girls’ cotton underwear and all the

necessary materials to make the reusable sanitary products.


mailto:swidertc@comcast.net

Books ‘n Bagels
Next meeting is Friday, March 6, at 7pm, at the church, in Zoom room 112, downstairs. Book title is Great
and Precious Things by Rebecca Yarros. Contact Dawn Ferree or Bethany Decker.

Mark your Calendar: Dates for United Women in Faith Events
Tuesday, March 3, 6:30 pm, FH, Leadership Team, all are welcome. Contact
Glenda Arnold 312-550-1740

Wednesday, March 11, 11:30am. Location TBD Dorcas Circle. United
Contact Penny Libert 847-639-2708 omen

Every Wednesday morning, 9:30am, FH, Coffee & Crafts & Conversation
Contact Pat Jacobson 847-639-6173

Every Thursday morning, 8:30am, Women'’s Prayer Group at Eggville Café, Cary.
Contact Dorothy Fagerson, Sue Heizer, or Carroll Wagus 847-516-2016
Every fourth Thursday, 7pm, Craft Night.

Dorcas Circle
Anyone available for a lunch fellowship on the second Wednesday of the month should join us on March
11, 11:30am. Location TBD. We love to share stories of faith, family and friends.
For more information, contact Penny Libert (847-639-2708).

Every Wednesday Morning
Our Wednesday Mornings Coffee & Craft Group welcomes your conversation and crafting. Bring your own
project, and we’ll have the coffee ready. Stop by to visit 9:30am-noon in Fellowship Hall. For more infor-
mation, contact Pat Jacobson (847-639-6173).

Evening Craft Group
On the fourth Thursday evening from 7-9pm, our Evening Craft Group welcomes your crafting skills and
conversation. Bring your own project, or choose from one of ours. For more information, contact
loribmcclellan@comcast.net.

Stamp Camp
Saturday, April 11, 2026, at 9am in Fellowship Hall. Join us in making five handmade greeting cards. The
$20 fee includes all supplies, fun and fellowship.
Contact Dawn Ferree to reserve your space.

Thursday Women’s Prayer Group
Every Thursday morning at 8:30am, our Women’s Prayer Group meets at Eggville Café, 350 Northwest
Highway in Cary, to share prayer and enjoy breakfast and fellowship.
Contact Dorothy Fagerson, Sue Heizer, or Carroll Wagus (847-516-2016).



mailto:loribmcclellan@comcast.net

3/3 3/18 John & Kathy Kadlec 3/22
Mary Ann Stoeckert Duncan Rank Chris & Mary Ellen Spoerl 3/24
3/8 3/19

Bob Baker Carolyn Downs

Tristan Serpico 3/20 ('/E %’/m

3/9 Janie Oberheide : .

Carroll Wagus 3/27 -

3/10 Katie Groos

Shannon George Melissa Smith

3/14 3/30

Hank Kraus Pat Jacobson

Brian Nordengren Steve Siles

3/15 Randy Voss

Pamela Davies 3/31

3/16 Cindy Brown

Sue Heizer Jack Petriak

Staff & Volunteers

Norval I. Brown Pastor
Sally Lorenzen Christian Education Director
Holly Voss Office Manager
Mary Ellen Spoer! Financial Secretary
Dave DCamp Music Director
Kevin Scott Choir Director
Penny Libert Organist
Jim Ferree Tech/AV Coordinator
Holly Voss Wedding Coordinator
Katrina Zentefis Nursery Coordinator
Sue Heizer Funeral Coordinator
Deb Kraemer and

Judy Sutliff Funeral Luncheon Coordinators
Laura Collier Preschool Director

Arturo Arreola Custodian
Jaime Arreola Custodian
Office Hours:
Monday - Friday: 9am - 3pm
Sunday Schedule:

Worship 9am
Sunday School 10:15am

DONATIONS You Tube Channel




Holy Week Schedule

Sunday, March 29 9am Passion Palm Sunday Observance
Thursday, April 2 7pm Maundy Thursday Worship Service
Friday, April 3 12pm Outdoor Worship Service
1pm Prayer Vigil (signup sheet in Narthex
7pm Good Friday Worship Service

Sunday, April 5 6am Outdoor Sunrise Service (bring your own chairs)

7am—_8:30am Easter Breakfast
9am Easter Worship Service
10:15am One room Sunday School
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