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                          Tell us the Stories of Jesus 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

 It is with great joy and honor that I write this my first letter to the congregation of Cary UMC. Pas-

tor David and I have been meeting many of the members of the church and we have enjoyed getting to 

know each other. We look forward with great excitement to being in ministry together for this community 

of faith and for the Lord. 

 When our daughter Carris was little, one of our bedtime rituals was storytelling. Most of the time 

this meant David or I would read her a favorite story; but sometimes she would say, ñDonôt read me. Tell 

me a story of when you were little.ò Then  we would have to reach back in the files of our memories and 

pull out the tale of some great adventure or some favorite trip, telling it with complete details of who was 

involved and exactly what happened (for David this was not a difficult task!) Sometimes the stories we told 

would have only one character, the teller; but often they involved a brother or sister, our parents, or even 

our entire family.  

                We have wondered why hearing those stories is so important to our daughter, and why we feel so 

cheated now because we canôt hear our parents stories for we are so far away from each other. I believe itôs 

because of a deep yearning within her to know who her parents are. As she hears our stories, it helps her 

understand more of who we are. Hearing what happened to us as we grew up helps her understand why we 

do things the way we do and have the attitudes we have.                

  Secondly, as her understanding deepens about who we are and where we come from, it increases 

hers, about who she is and the factors that have shaped and will continue shaping her life. She can make 

better decisions about her own life and future. Thirdly, as she lives more of her own life and makes deci-

sions about her own future, she can see and sometimes foresee the changes she needs to make to move for-

ward or to accomplish goals. We are absolutely certain that listening to our stories and the stories of other 

friends will affect her decisions in life. 

             As we begin this new chapter of our lives together we ask you to take a look at our common faith 

heritage. At the center of our faith are sacraments of remembering: recalling what Christ has done for us in 

giving of himself, and that God has marked us and called us to be a part of the family. As we share in these 

sacraments our faith is formed and enriched. We learn who we are, who we are called to be, and how we 

become who we are called to be. 

              As we remember, we learn who we are as a people of God. As you remember and retell and share 

the stories with us, as part of this wonderful congregation, we are strengthened . As you remember those 

who have gone before us and their role in the building of this congregation we become aware of what we 

are called to do and we learn how to accomplish what God is leading us to do.  

             I encourage each one of you to share your stories with us. Tell us the story of when God called you 

to be a part of his flock at Cary UMC. We look forward to hearing from you. 

 

Peace,  

Pastor Shirley 
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Editorôs Notes 

I would like to take this time to thank Don and Sharon 

Kaspari, Heather McGovern, and the many other vol-

unteers for their dedication and effort towards getting 

out this newsletter every month.  I know that it is a big 

job, and takes a lot of their personal time. 

 

With that being said, I would like to introduce myself 

as the new/old editor of the newsletter.  My name is 

Tom Swider and I will be assuming the role of editor, 

and chief cook and bottle-washer.  For those of you 

that donôt know me, consider yourself lucky.  For 

those of you that do know me, you will remember that I edited this 

newsletter two or three times previously (sorry, but no one else 

wanted the job!). 

 

The format of the newsletter will be changing.  If I had a clue as to 

how, I would tell you, but since I donôt have my act together yet, I 

canôt!  This is your newsletter.  I need your input or else you have 

to read my dribble.  Please send any articles, stories, quotes, jokes, 

prayers, puzzles, etc. to: Tom Swider at: swidertc@comcast.net, or 

snail mail me at: 22464 Wooded Ridge Dr., Kildeer, IL  60047, or 

put it in the Newsletter mailbox in the workroom, next to the ñrealò 

office, or hand it to me before or after (but not during) Sunday ser-

vices. 

 

This newsletter is a vital communication to our church members.  It 

should include those items that are happening, and those things that 

have happened.  Remember that the newsletter will reach not only 

our attending members, but also our ñshut-insò, members that are 

ñchurch-challengedò, members that are in the services, and college, 

and potential members of CUMC.  They would also like to know 

what wonderful things have happened at CUMC recently. 

 

If you have any suggestions for the newsletter, please let me know.  

If you have any suggestions about the editor, keep it to yourself!  

For those proofreaders out there, if you are wondering why I spell 

editor in lower-case, itôs because Iôm short. 

 

As you can see, I am a man of a few words, so I will say good-bye 

for this issue.  Remember, the more items that you submit, the less 

you have to read my stuff (technical editorôs terminology). 

 

Tom Swider 

 



 We will be starting this very popular column again.  For those 

individuals who did not have the pleasure of seeing this before, this is the 

column where you can ask the pastorôs any question (within reason) that 

has been burning on your mind.  I know that as an ex-Catholic, I learned 

a lot from this column, i.e., what the cross and flame symbolized?  So 

submit your questions to me, Tom Swider, and I will pass them on to the 

pastors.  If you think that the question is really dumb, then tell me that 

you donôt want me to use your real name.   I, and the pastors, look 

forward to some great questions. 

 

DEDICATION OF NEW PIANO 
 

 

The new Yamaha piano in the sanctuary was 

dedicated to the glory of God and for the 

enhancement of worship, on August 24, 2008. 

 

This piano is a gift to this church from Kathleen 

Gentes, Music Director, in loving memory of her 

parents, Wilda and Ervin, who died in 1992 and 

1996; her niece Karen, who was killed  by a 

drunken driver in 1980 at the age of 23; and her 

sister-in-law Shirley, who died on Easter morning 

of this year after a 13-year battle with breast 

cancer. 

 

It is given with gratitude for all that this 

congregation has given to Kathleen.  It is also 

given in honor of Penny Libert and all the past 

and present members of the Chancel Choir and 

Handbell Choir, who have been a great blessing to 

Kathleen and to this church. 

NEW DISPLAY CABINETS FOR 

CUMC HISTORY 
 

The Memorial Committee, the Trustees, and the 

Church Historian are in the design phase of 

display/storage cabinets for the south wall of the 

narthex.  Church artifacts and historical items will 

be stored in the lower portion, and the upper 

section will be used to display a variety of 

historical pieces.  Memorials given in memory of 

Bob Appleton and Mel Holmes will be used to 

help meet the costs of the wood and glass 

cabinets. 
 

NAME THAT TUNE! 
 

Sunday, Sept.  28, 2008 

Time:  3:00 P.M. 

Fellowship Hall 

 

Vicki Oberlies and Kathleen Gentes invite you for 

an afternoon of fun and fellowship!  No meetings; 

no fund-raisers; no committee reports; just get 

together and enjoy each otherôs company! 

 

The price of admission?  Bring a dessert to share.  

The agenda?  We will play our version of ñName 

that Tune.ò  Teams will be formed and Kathleen 

will play tunes for you to guess.  There will be 

bonus questions for teams to gather additional 

points, and a prize will be given to the winning 

team. 

 

All ages are welcome.  Childcare will be available 

for children who are too young to play ñName 

That Tune.ò 

 

Beverages will be 

provided.  Bring a 

dessert to share, 

and come pre-

pared for fun and 

laughter! 

 



UMW ACTIVITIES FOR SEPTEMBER 

 

As Fall approaches, we will resume all our activities, we encourage  the women of our 

Church to join us in as many functions  as you can.  Enjoy fellowship with other 

women of the Church. 

Craft Group meets Wednesdays from 9 am to 12 noon in Fellowship Hall.  Our Bazaar 

is on November 8 this year, we can use crafters to help us .  Come and join us or work 

on items at home.  If you need projects to work on, please call Carolyn Swider for 

information ï( 847 540-8478) 

UMW Mission Team meets Tuesday, Sept 2 at 7 pm. 

Books n Bagels - Saturday, Sept. 6, (8 am-10 am), at Panera Bread in Fox River Grove.  Book to be 

discussed ñSplashes of Joy in the Cesspools of Lifeò  by Barbara Johnson. Contact Kim Franck (847 516

-4138). 

Dorcas Circle  meets Wed. Sept 10 at 12 noon for an Agape Lunch.  Bring a sandwich and fruit.  We 

will plan our Fall and Winter programs. 

Circle of Friends will meet on Sept. 19  at 7 pm at the home of  Katrina Zefentris (847 516-0526) 

Womenôs Prayer Breakfast meets at 8 am, Sept. 20, at Panera Bread in Fox River Grove.  Contact 

Dorothy Fagerson ï (847 639-8647). 

Elgin District Annual Meeting is Sat. Sept 20.  Information available on the UMW Bulletin board. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry ï Sunday, Sept. 21 at 9:45 am,  meets in the Church Library.  For information 

contact Lois Voss at (847 639-7033) 

Sunday, Sept. 28 - Hospitality Hour will be hosted by the United Methodist Women and  Our Methodist 

Men  after the 8:30 am and 11:00 am  Church services.  Be sure to  come to Fellowship Hall and join us 

for light refreshments. Come and fellowship with others,  and learn more about our activities. 

 

Memorial Garden 
 

The Memorial Garden has 

some new angels nestled 

among the plants. As you sit 

on a wooden bench enjoying 

God's natural works, look to 

the left by the big ash tree. 

Then look to the right side of 

the platform in the ivy. The 

lovely angels traveled from Wyoming to become 

a gift from Barbara and Bob Nelson.  

 

 



CHOIR SEASON BEGINS 
 

Our choirs are beginning their fall schedules. 

 

ALTAR CHOIR meets in the chapel/choir room on 

Wednesdays from 6:30 to 7:15 pm.  Grades 3 and up, they 

are directed by Janice Prunier-King.  This choir sings at 8:30 

on the second Sunday of each month, and for special 

services.  Rehearsals begin September 3.  Contact Janice:  

847-639-8157. 

 

CHANCEL CHOIR meets in the sanctuary on Wednesdays 

at 7:30 pm.  Grade 8 through adults, they are directed by 

Kathleen Gentes.  This choir sings every Sunday and at 

special services throughout the year.  Previous choir 

experience is helpful.  Rehearsals begin August 27. Contact 

Kathleen:  847-658-4856. 

 

CHERUB CHOIR meets in the sanctuary on Wednesdays from 6:30 to 7:15 pm.  Grades K through 2, 

they are directed by Bonnie Floor.  This choir sings at 8:30 on the fourth Sunday of the month from 

October through April, and for special services.  Rehearsals begin September 17.  Contact Bonnie:  847-

639-2573. 

 

HANDBELL CHOIR meets in the sanctuary on Mondays. Setup begins at 6:45, rehearsal at 7:00 pm.  

Ringers must be able to read music.  The group plays at both services on the third Sunday of each month.  

Contact Kathleen: 847-658-4856. 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry combines prayer with creation. A shawl may be a knit or crochet pattern, 

usually including a trio of stitches or rows. Prayer is offered for the recipient in all stages of creation of 

this outward symbol of our inner love. We gather together once a month on the 3rd Sunday at 9:45 am in 

the church library. Our work is blessed by our group, the congregation, and our pastors.  

 

September 2008 marks the first anniversary of The Prayer Shawl Ministry at Cary United Methodist 

Church. A year ago some interested members met in prayer and discussion about this new ministry. We 

imagined many people would love to be wrapped in the comfort and warmth of a shawl. We started 

using a soft washable yarn from Lion Brand called Homespun.                           

 
A loyal group knits or crochets shawls at home and at church. Those who have already completed shawls 

include Barbara Dixon, Bonnie Floor, Sue Heizer, Pat Jacobson, Sharon Kaspari, Janice Prunier-King, 

Vicki Oberlies, Lois Voss, and a mystery knitter. We know others are soon to be finished. Thank you for 

your many stitches. Lois coordinates and administers the details of this ministry. 

 

On Sunday September 21 our Prayer Shawl Ministry will celebrate during the worship services. We 

hope you will join in the prayers of love. Your support is appreciated. 



 We invite you to come to our 2nd ñStamp Campò and  

share in the fun and fellowship.  We will be making the following cards: 

Thanksgiving, Christmas, Thank You, New Baby, Wedding. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Questions can be directed to:  847-639-7627 ask for Vicki or Dawn 
  (Cut on the line and mail the bottom portion to the address below) 

 

Pre-Paid Registration is due by Sunday October 5, 2008. 

                     Please mail to: Cary United Methodist Church 

                Attn: Vicki Oberlies 

                500 N. First Street  

    Cary, IL 60013 

 

 

 

Name _______________________________________ 

 

Address _____________________________________ 

 

City ______________ Zip _______________ 

 

Phone (home) ___________________(work) ______________________ 

 

 

________Number attending   X $20.00 = ___________________ 

 

Checks payable to:   Cary UMC 

 

_________Check # __________   ____________Cash 

STAMP CAMP 
(Make five assorted greeting cards) 

When: Saturday, October 11, 2008 

Time: 9:00- 12:00 

Where: Cary United Methodist Church 

Cost: $20.00 includes all supplies 
(Proceeds to benefit Cary UMC Operating Fund) 



Pumpkin Patch 

                                                                                            

Do you want great fellowship? Relaxing time in the sun? Well 

I have an opportunity for you! We will be hosting a pumpkin 

patch again this year.  Yes, it is that time again to take part in 

this outreach to our community.  If you missed out on all the 

fun last year donôt worry there will be time to make up for that 

this year.  Please look for the sign up sheets in the Narthex 

starting in September. We need everyoneôs help!!!!!!!  If you 

have any questions please call Vicki Oberlies at 847-462-9791 

or 847-639-7627.  More information will be heading your way.  

Put these dates on your calendar! 

New Member Classes! 
 

FALL 2008 

November 6th  

                                                             November 13th 

                                                                                                                    November 20th 

More Information regarding times to follow! 

 

Call Judy Giles @847-516-0552 for more information! 
 



Very Abbreviated Church Council Meeting Minutes  
Tuesday, July 22, 2008                   Meeting Time: 7:00 pm 

 
Old Business  

Financial Report  ïCUMC Income Statement YTD January ï June 2008  
Receipts YTD  $185,450.82 Expenses YTD  $207,719.24 
Net Ordinary Income Difference -$22,268.42 
Treasurer Jim Doescher reported our status similar to last August.with additional funds paid for appor-
tionments in 2008. 
Natural Church Development  Update  ï Kim Franck said the committee has not been able to meet 
yet, but will in August. Pastor David said he was a coach for another church.  
Safe Sanctuary : Anyone working with our children & youth will be asked to comply with the Proce-
dure for Background Checks  

New Business  
Trustees: Shed -Rich Heizer brought the following motion from committee: We will proceed with con-
struction of a new maintenance building not to exceed $20,000.00 as soon as possible with one of 
three options  

¶ Village of Cary  requires the removal of our old shed. 

¶ $20,000 available from Okesson Estate is designated for this purpose. 

¶ Volunteer labor  is available for the construction. 

¶ Northeast Corner of Parking Lot preferred to dumpster area. 

¶ 24ôx36ô and one story dimension,  

¶ Interior: Trustee Work Area Cage, Equipment Storage Cabinets, 9 smaller Storage 
Cages, and open space for Grounds Equipment. 

Committees  
Pastor Shirley  asked each Church Council member to make time to meet with the new pastors. If 
possible, she also requested that we stay in our positions for another year.  
Pastor David  thanked the council members for their commitment to this church & for their experience. 
Christian Education Director ï Bethany Decker reported  

¶ MAD Week had to be canceled, but will be offered again in 2009. 

¶ Aug. 31 Kickoff during the SS timeframe. Parents invited & hopefully will volunteer as needed. 

¶ SS teacher lineup almost done: seeking 5
th
-6

th 
(3) & preschool (2) & Sr Hi (1). 

¶ Aug. 16 Teacher Training 9-11am 

¶ Church websiteôs been updated with SS info under Members Only.  
Finance -    Capital Funds Program  ï Receipts YTD 7/21/08  $225,517.35  
 PD Expenses : Mortgage  $88,821.66  INJOY/CUMC $33,860.12  
   Improvements $68,548.80  Total pd to date $191,230.58  

Allocated : for Capital Improvements $3,668.89  for Mortgage $30,617.88 
 For Parking Lot Acct $550.00 

Stewardship ïJulie Iyer said the theme ñTreasures of the Transformed Lifeò will focus on our service 
commitment. They are hoping for an Involvement Directory & Checklist  
Trustees ï Rich Heizer said after the Crest parsonage work is almost complete, then the focus will be 
on Chelsea cleanup. 
21

st
 Century Seeds Technology -Joe Brehm said significant sound cabling has been installed. Next 

will be improvements for the pastorsô computers. 
UMW ï Lois Voss reported 95 UMCOR Kits: 71 Layette Kits were delivered to the Midwest Mission 
Distribution Center in Chatham, Illinois, by our neighbors Linda & Al Young.  
Worship - Harry Ackermann said the November Ecumenical Service will be at our church. Sanctuary 
lighting & the handicap seating issues are still being discussed. 



Christian Education Events 
 

 

     

3rd  Grade Bibles  

 
All of our awesome 3 rd  graders will receive their Bibles on  

Sunday, September 21, 2008, at the 11:00am service.   

Please come and support our 3 rd  graders on this special day!!  

 

You can sponsor a 3 rd  grade child today by donating  

$18.00 for the purchase of one Bible.   
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Sunday School 2008-2009 
 

We will kick-off our Sunday School year with an Open House on  

 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 31, 2008 

9:45-10:45am 
 

Children in Preschool ï 6th grade will meet in Wesley Wing  

before going to their individual classrooms 

 

Youth 7th ï 12th grade will meet in the Youth Room 

 

Parents are invited to stay and hear about what their  

children and youth will be learning this year in Sunday School. 

 

Please register your child/ren for Sunday School.   



Return forms to Bethany Decker or to the Church Office.  

 

Be sure to check out www.caryumc.org for more information regarding Sunday School curriculum, 

teachers, and other special events! 

 

Sunday School 2008-2009 ï 2 More Teachers are Needed 

 
Sunday School teachers are needed for the 2008-2009 school year.  Our teachers are a very important 

ingredient to our lively educational program.  Please prayerfully consider becoming a part of this vital 

ministry.  We are looking for persons who would like to make a difference in the lives of children, who 

want to be of service, who want to grow personally while enabling others to grow as well.  ALL classes 

have a teaching team so that there are always two or more teachers in the classroom on any given Sun-

day.   

Please open your heart and say ñYES!ò 

 
Contact: Bethany Decker, 847-639-7627 ext. 16 

 

 
Ye Old Book Faire 

Sundays October 12th and 19th            

8:00 AMñ12:30 PM 

Start your Christmas shopping early!!  

A variety of children, youth, and adult Christian books will be available for purchase.  15% of each book sold goes towards Chris-

tian Education programs!! 

 



Worshipping God Through Various Forms of Music 
 

 

Worshipping God with words and music is a practice older than time itself. Angels and humans alike lift 

their voices and instruments to honor and glorify the Creator of all. 

 

Catholic or protestant, in quietness or with loud exuberance, in small and large groups, in freedom or in 

secret, Christians around the world gather to worship. Expressions of worship vary between assemblies, 

but homage is offered to the same God, the same Lord and Christ. 

 

It has long been debated which form(s) of musical praise and worship are the best, the most effective, the 

more acceptable to God. Scripture supports multiple forms of musical worship: 

Psalms and Hymns and Spiritual Songs: "Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. 

Sing and make melody in your heart to the Lord." (Ephesians 5:19 NKJV). 

Rehearsed Music: "Those who were musicians, heads of Levite families, stayed in the rooms of the tem-

ple and were exempt from other duties because they were responsible for the work day and night."  (I 

Chronicles 9:33 NIV) 

Spontaneous Music: "Break forth and sing for joy and sing praises."(Psalm 98:4 NASB). 

New Songs: "Sing to the Lord a new song, His praise in the assembly of the saints." (Psalm 149:1 NIV). 

Singing with Understanding and Singing in the Spirit: "I will sing with the spirit and I will also sing with 

the understanding."  (I Corinthians 14:15 NKJV). 

Solos: "I will sing praises to Your name." (II Samuel 22:50 NKJV). 

Choirs: "The two choirs that gave thanks then took their places in the house of God." (Nehemiah 12:40 

NIV) 

Instruments: "The Levites were appointed as singers, with instruments of music, harps, lyres, loud-

sounding cymbal, to raise sounds of joy." (I Chronicles 15:16 NASB) 

 

John 4:24 exhorts mankind to worship God in spirit (human spirits connecting with His Spirit) and in 

Truth (using His Word as a guideline). Throughout the Old and New Testament there are multiple refer-

ences regarding acceptable ways to honor God. In particular, the book of Psalms is the most comprehen-

sive guideline to honoring Him through music. 

Connie Ruth Christiansen 



The ñAll By Itselfò Principle 

 The ñAll by itselfò principle (or ñgrowth forcesò) is at the heart of what makes Natural Church De-

velopment unlike other church growth programs. Natural Church Development means ñreleasing the di-

vine growth forces by which God himself grows his church.ò 

 The biblical concept behind this is described in the parable of Jesus found in Mark 4:26-29: ñAnd 

[Jesus said], óThe kingdom of God is like a man who casts seed upon the ground; and goes to bed at 

night and gets up by day, and the seed sprouts up and growsðhow, he himself does not know. The earth 

produces crops by itself; first the blade, then the head, and then the mature grain in the head. But when 

the crop permits, he immediately puts in the sickle, because the harvest has come.ò This parable shows 

what people can and should do, and what they cannot do. We should sow and harvest; we may sleep and 

rise. But what we cannot ever do is this: we cannot bring forth the fruit. Jesus describes the mysterious 

fruit-producing effect by saying the earth produces the fruit ñall by itself.ò 

 The Greek word for ñby itselfò is automateðliterally translated it means ñautomatic.ò Well, every 

believer knows growth is not literally ñautomatic.ò We also know that the growth is not attributable to 

some mythological ñMother Nature.ò It is God the Creator causing creation to continue. 

 What Natural Church Development research has discovered is that if a church can become so bal-

anced and healthy that all of their quality characteristics are above 65 on the NCD 1 ï 100 scale, Godôs 

divine growth forces kick in and the church cannot help but grow! Grow spiritual and grow numerically. 

We donôt provide the growth é God does. We do the sowing through completing the NCD cycle and 

working on our Minimum Factor. And when God gives the growth we reap the benefits by making new 

Christians and nurturing the ones who already belong to our church fellowship. Again, when all eight 

quality characteristics are above 65, growth happens ñall by itself.ò 

 Now hereôs the awesome thing Cary UMC has done é in just three years! In 2005, when you took 

your first (and baseline) NCD survey your Maximum Factor was Gift-Oriented Ministry at 46 and your 

Minimum Factor was Passionate Spirituality at 27. Your average score over all eight characteristics was 

39. In 2007, your second NCD survey, your Maximum Factor was Empowering Leadership at 58; and 

Passionate Spirituality was still your Minimum Factor é but now it was at 35 (thatôs a jump of 8 

points). 

 In 2008 you reached an amazing plateau. Four of your Quality Characteristics are above 65! 

(Loving Relationships ï 66; Needs-oriented Evangelism ï 68; Holistic Small Groups ï 68; and your 

Maximum Factor Gifts-based Ministry ï 72). And while Passionate Spirituality is still your Minimum 

Factor at 46, catch the significance of that é in 2008 your Minimum Factor is where your Maximum 

Factor was in 2005. Thatôs awesome! Thatôs something to be celebrated! I hope you celebrate that loud 

and long! 

 In the three years I have been your coach, I can see the difference and I can feel the difference in 

your church. You were always a good church; now you are a better church. I hear a more positive tone in 

the conversations I have with people. I see more smiles on faces. I see the renovations that have hap-

pened to the facility which mirror the spiritual renovation going on in your hearts. That is a gift from 

God to people who are more and more turning their hearts to God to receive the blessings God wants to 

give. It has been a joy to be your coach for these three years. I look forward to another year coaching 

you and watching what happens when the last four Quality Characteristics go over 65.  

 

Grace and peace, 

Steve Bullmer 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ÅEmpowering Leadership 

ÅGift-Based Ministry 

ÅPassionate Spirituality 

ÅEffective Structures 

ÅInspiring Worship Service 

ÅHolistic Small Groups 

ÅNeed-Oriented Evangelism 

ÅLoving Relationships 

The Eight Quality Characteristics  
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