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Dear Friends, 

Spring is a time of bright sunlight and promising new beginnings; but the chilly winds and gloomy clouds can still come 

to threaten. 

 

Times of CHANGE in our lives are like ―spring‖ days. New possibilities are just ahead on the horizon, hope is beaming 

bright. But the unknown of future days, chilling breezes and dark clouds of doubt can threaten our sense of well-being. 

 

We become more vulnerable during times of CHANGE. We actually can become more open to trying out new ap-

proaches. Is it possible that God’s mighty Spirit can stir within us when we become more vulnerable and open? 

A major CHANGE in my own life is coming. I’ll be retiring and moving to the Rogers Park area of Chicago. From a life 

of over 40 years of having meetings almost every night, I’ll be going to concerts, reading more books of personal interest, 

going to the Art Institute, and getting together more frequently with family and friends. I plan to work with an ecumenical 

group in Chicago that promotes and helps to develop low-cost housing. (You know that I have a lifelong care for the 

homeless; and since the teardowns of Cabrini Green and Robert Taylor homes and cutbacks on jobs, there’s a desperate 

need for more affordable, decent housing). I’ll also be preaching at times and will be involved in a local United Methodist 

Church’s work. 

 

A great CHANGE will be happening for our Cary United Methodist Church! For me, it is hard to leave you—so many of 

you have come to mean a great deal to me. Timothy, Victoria, Oliver, and little Timothy will be moving to Evergreen 

Park where Pastor Timothy will be ministering in the First United Methodist Church of Evergreen Park, 9358 South 

Homan. WE will be beginning NEW LIVES. And we will miss our friends in Cary.  

At the same time, we feel great anticipation for you as a church as you welcome the wonderful clergy couple David La-

gos-Fonseca and Shirley Pulgar-Hughes, who are completing their work as co-pastors of the Wilmington United Method-

ist Church, We believe that this Cary UMC can be moving strongly forward while enjoying their capable leadership. 

 

The transition is scheduled to take place on July 1. We all have much work to do in these Spring months in preparation 

for the coming of Pastor David and Pastor Shirley. A church is ONLY as strong as its contributing lay leadership and 

faith community. Let us make certain that our Cary UMC carries forward its strong witness to the community, its focus 

on empowering lay people to fulfill the calling to which each person has been called, and that our church grows in its 

sense of Christian community. 

 

Let us together recommit ourselves to support this church with our PRAYERS, our PRESENCE (coming regularly to 

church worship and fellowship times), our GIFTS (giving generously of all that God has given us), and our SERVICE 

(discerning where God would have us be sharing our talents and abilities and inspirations). These were our membership 

vows to God: to support our church with our prayers, our presence, our gifts, and our service.  

 

What can you be doing? 

 

Pray these words from the hymn ―This Is a Day of New Beginnings‖: 

 This is a day of new beginnings 

 Time to remember and move on 

 Time to believe what love is bringing 

Laying to rest the pain that’s gone. 

This certainly feels like the Springtime of our lives and new 

life for the spirituality of the church.  But these new possibilities will only come to flower with the investment and creative 

utilization of all the gifts that God has planted within this church-through you.   

 

May new life SPRING forth for all of us! 

 

Carol L. Cory 

Christ is Alive, and goes before us 

To show and share what love can do. 

This is a day of new beginning, 

                            Our God is making all things new. 
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Upcoming Events 

Treasures of the Transformed Life 

A transformative opportunity awaits you. In April you can catch a 

glimpse of the Treasures of the Transformed Life, a book and study 

series by John Ed Mattheson. We’re offering the DVD-based study 

sessions to those interested in deepening their relationship with Jesus 

Christ. It’s a great chance to explore your faith with people who will 

be leading small groups during the stewardship campaign.  Look for 

us each Sunday at 3:00 p.m. in April.  For more information, contact a 

pastor. 

 

Habla Espanol? 

Speak a little Spanish? Try your skills with other beginners using El 

Aposento Alto daily devotional (that’s the Upper Room). We’ll meet 

Sundays at 9:45 a.m. in the youth room 112. We’ll also look at ser-

vices from Fiesta Christiana and songs from Mil Voces para Celebrar. 

Let Pastor Timothy know if this study is for you. Dios te bendiga. God 

Bless You. 

 

Banner Workshop – For You!! 

JoAnn Chase, a Deacon and former Director of Christian Education, 

and an artist will be leading a workshop on Saturday, April 26 from 

9:00 a.m. until 2:30 p.m. This will be an exciting day for interested 

people of all ages! JoAnn will lead a very interactive workshop deal-

ing with how you make banners, why you make banners, and work 

with participants on developing some sketches with the possibility of 

completing these ideas later.  No specific skills are needed to come to 

this workshop. Novices are welcome. You must have a desire to beau-

tify your church and to contribute to the worship of our church family. 

People from other denominations are quite welcome at this banner 

workshop. Registration FEE: $10, which will include lunch and child 

care. Questions?? Please ask Carol Cory and let pastor Cory know of 

your interest! 

 

Save this Date!!  ―Angels in the Fairway‖ Golf Outing 

New Location and New Day 

Monday, June 23, 2008 

2008 ―Angels in the Fairway Golf Outing and Dinner Auction 

Chalet Hills Golf Course, Cary, IL 

For more information, please contact Mark Peterson (847) 502-3393. 

Thank You! 

I would like to thank the Men’s Group and some private individuals 

for their generous contributions for the purchase of a new Christmas 

tree for the Narthex.  The tree is pre-lit so that the ladies don’t have to 

climb up that rickety wooden ladder to put on the lights. Look for it 

this coming Christmas season. 

 

Carolyn Swider 



Pastors David and Shirley 

 
Pastors David and Shirley are presently co-pastors at The First United Methodist Church of Wilmington, 

IL, serving a congregation of 550 members. They have one daughter, Carris, who is a senior at High 

School. Carris will be attending University of Illinois at Champaign in the fall.  

 

Pastor David Lagos-Fonseca was born in Temuco, Chile, on August 15, 1963. He holds a Masters in Di-

vinity from Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary, Evanston, IL and a Masters in English Linguistics 

from The Pontifical Catholic University of Chile. Before serving in Wilmington, he was a pastor at Chi-

cago Lawn UMC. In Chile, he served as the Head of The English Department at the Iquique English Col-

lege and taught Grammar, and Technical English at The Arturo Pratt University. As a Chilean, he has bi-

lingual skills. He speaks fluent Castilian and English. Pastor David has a diverse religious upbringing. He 

was raised between two faiths; Roman Catholic and Jewish. He is the only protestant in his family. He is 

the eldest of eight brothers and sisters. He feels lucky he did not get hand-me-down clothes. 

  

When Pastor David is quiet, or he needs to relax, he listens to Pat Metheney Group, Swing Out Sisers, 

Dave Koz, Richard Elliot, Boney James and Paul Winter. 

  

Pastor David has been in several Marathons, such as Chicago, Toronto, Canada, and Nashville TN. 

Among his favorite pastimes are: riding his bike, gardening, reading all kinds of literature, listening to 

Jazz rock/New Age, playing ping-pong with his wife, baking bread, cooking, and growing his own Or-

chids and African Violets. He has a ―green thumb‖. Others say that he happens to have good soil.  

  

Pastor David is passionate about taking an active stance and involvement in addressing social, economic, 

and political issues. Coming from a country that has suffered under military dictatorships he identifies 

himself with people’s struggles. Pastor David’s spiritual and theological inspiration comes from the writ-

ings of John Wesley, John Hick, Jurgen Moltman, Philip Yancey, Thomas More Hildegard of Bingen and 

Martin Buber, among many others. 

 

Pastor Shirley has been a co-pastor at the First UMC of Wilmington since 2001. In 25 years of ministry 

she has served churches in cross-cultural settings in Chile and USA. She was born August 1, 1960 in 

Puerto Montt, Chile. She comes from a family of Methodist ministers. Both of her parents and one brother 

are pastors of the Methodist Church in Chile. Shirley’s father was a district superintendent for 28 years 

before retiring with his wife Carris, a missionary from Wales, in the south of Chile. She enjoys her close 

relationship to her three brothers; Ariel, a Computer Technician, Ronny, a United Methodist Minister and 

Herly, a Neurologist. She also delights in reading the monthly amusing letters from his Dad. 

Pastor Shirley came for the first time to USA in 1977, as an American Field Service exchange student to 

Scottsbluff, NE. In 1996 she came back to the States with her husband David and daughter Carris. Before 

working in Wilmington, she served as a Pastor at Lincoln United Methodist Church in Chicago. 

Pastor Shirley graduated from the Evangelical Theological Seminary in Santiago, Chile in 1982. She 

holds Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in TESL/ Applied Linguistics from the Pontifical Catholic Univer-

sity of Chile, where she later became a professor in the areas of Phonetics and Contrastive Analysis. She 

received her Licenciatura in English from the Arturo Pratt University of Chile. Her continuing Education 

courses have been done at Garret Evangelical Theological Seminary, Evanston, IL and Emory University, 

Atlanta, GA  

Pastor Shirley is passionate about her faith and Methodist and Welsh heritage. Her love for preaching the 

word couples with her heart for missions and care for the less fortunate in the world. She likes to spend 

time with her husband and daughter, work in 4-H projects with Carris, help with the garden, play table-

tennis and listen to Eisteddfod, the Welsh festivals of literature and music. She enjoys reading Dylan Tho-

mas poetry and listening to Taize music. Pastor Shirley’s favorite hymns are, Cwm Rhondda, Calon Lan, 

and This is my Song. 



The Elgin District Committee on Youth is hosting 

Youth Day Out 
For all youth 6th-12th grade in the Northern Illinois Conference 

Saturday, April 19—9:00 AM-4:00 PM 

Wesley Woods, Williams Bay, WI 

 
We will spend our day together restoring the shoreline and getting the beach at Wesley Woods ready for summer 

camps.  We’ll eat, play, pray, and enjoy laboring over God’s creation together.  We will learn more about the 

Nothing but Nets campaign to battle malaria globally. 

Cost is $5 

Contact Pastor Timothy Biel Jr—847 639 7627 

Elgin District Youth Retreat    

April 19th, 9:00am-4:00pm 
 

(  ) Jr. High/Middle School Youth    (  ) Sr. High Youth  (  ) Adult   

 

 Church Name ____________________ 

 

 NAME ______________________________ (  ) M  (  ) F     BIRTHDATE  ___/___/____ 

 

 ADDRESS __________________________     PHONE # (___)______-__________ 

 

 CITY ___________________________ STATE ______   ZIP ___________ 

 

 Parent/Guardian’s name _____________________  Cell # (___)____-_______ 

 

 EMERGENCY CONTACT (if parent/guardian above cannot be reached) 

 

 NAME _________________________  RELATIONSHIP ______________ 

 

HOME # (____)____-______ CELL # (____)____-_____ 

Health Insurance Co. _______________________  Group # ____________________ 

 

 Insurance policy # __________________________ Policyholder ________________ 

 

 Special medical conditions; food and medication allergies; or special needs: 

 

 I authorize the staff of Wesley Woods or the Elgin District Youth Retreat to seek medical care for my child in the 

event of an emergency. 

 

 Parent/guardian signature _________________________________________ 

 

 I agree to abide by the rules of the camp. I agree to bring no drugs, alcohol, or weapons to this event. I understand 

that if I do not abide by the rules my parent/guardian will be notified and I will have to leave the camp. 

 

 Participant signature ______________________________________ Date __________ 

 

  

 Attention: Youth Pastor/Leader – Checks should be made payable to United Methodist Church  with ―district 

retreat‖ written on the memo line.  Bring payment $5 each to the event, Saturday April 19th, 2008. 

 

 If your youth cannot have their image used in Elgin District Youth promotional material check here ⁮ 

 



Lay People Stepping Forward 

Cary UMC has two laypeople who are studying to move forward in their faith and ministry! In March, Mike 

Vijuk completed the first BASIC Training Course toward certification as a Lay Speaker. He found the class 

sessions interesting and full of highly motivated adult students. Janice Prunier-King has been a Lay Speaker in 

our church for a number of years and has preached before the congregation in that capacity. Our church family 

can feel encouraged that Mike has decided to take this step of faith in his life. 

At our Annual Church Conference in November, Joe Brehm announced his intention to become an ordained 

Deacon in the United Methodist Church; his candidacy was endorsed by the Pastor-Parish Committee. Jonathan 

Lorenzen is considering the ministry, as he continues his college studies. 

 

Cary Methodist Preschool News 

Winter has been very busy here at the preschool. The children had a visit from Metra Train Conductor Tom 

who taught them about train safety. Mother Goose came to visit the three-year-olds and the Jr. 5’s went on a 

field trip to Rosati’s Pizza and got to make their own pizzas!  Pastor Timothy has been doing a fabulous job in 

Chapel Time. The children do enjoy their time with him! 

 

 Registration is complete for our currently enrolled students, church members and alumni. We still have open-

ings in our Tuesday/Thursday AM Jr. 3 (three by Dec 31) and 3 year old classes (three by Sept 1) as well as our 

Tuesday/Thursday PM 3 year old class (three by Sept 1).  Please call the Preschool Office, (847) 639-7655, if 

you are interested or have questions. 

 

 

  
 

 
     

 

  

Our church is a participant in Cary Grove Neighborhood Life, which is an organization dedicated to serving those 

in need, both in the community and globally.  There are five local churches in Cary that participate in Cary Grove 

Neighborhood Life. 

 

 Individuals and families within our church are invited to help in a community serving event, called Feed My 

Starving Children.  Volunteers will help save lives by packing meals for malnourished children.  Each meal has 

all the nutrients a starving child needs in a day. In a two-hour session, each volunteer packs more than a box of 

meals.  That will feed a child in a poor country for 8 months!  This is a great opportunity for our church to 

serve within the community and to demonstrate God’s Love.  This activity is a great way for a family to serve the 

Lord together. 

 

The Feed My Starving Children project will take place April 19th and 20th at the Algonquin Township Building 

on Route 14.  We will be showing an explanation video about it in church on March 30th and will begin signing up 

volunteers on that day.  You may also sign up on line by going to www.carygrove.org.  If you have a specific shift 

that you would prefer you may want to register soon.  Most of the shifts already have at least thirty volunteers.  

We have space for 100 volunteers per shift. 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE 

 

 IN THE LIVES OF STARVING CHILDREN 

http://www.carygrove.org/


UMW Activities for April 

 

All women of the church are invited to participate.  

 

Wednesday mornings: The craft group meets from 9 a.m. to noon.  For information please call Carolyn Swider 

(847) 540-8478. 

Tuesday, April 1:  UMW Mission Team meets at 7:00 p.m. 

Saturday, April 5:  UMW and UMM will co-sponsor a church-wide event from 8:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. Join us 

for breakfast and a fascinating and informative program. Barry Miller from NIC School of Christian Mission will 

be speaking – offering historical background and shedding light on current events in Israel and Palestine. 

Saturday, April 5:  Books & Bagels.  Book discussion on Water for Elephants by Sara Gruen.  Contact Kim 

Franck (847) 516-4138. 

Wednesday, April 9: Dorcas Circle meets at noon for lunch, fellowship, and a program.  Contact Penny Libert 

(847) 639-2708. 

Saturday, April 12:  Elgin District UMW Day of Spiritual Renewal at Kingswood Methodist Church, Buffalo 

Grove, IL.  For information, contact Debbie Nelson (847) 639-1133. 

Friday, April 18:  Circle of Friends at 7:00 p.m.  Meet at the home of Amy Cosler (847) 462-2520. 

Saturday, April 19: Women’s Prayer Breakfast at 8:00 a.m.  Meet at Panera in Fox River Grove. 

Sunday, April 20:  Women’s Prayer Shawl Ministry meets at 9:45 a.m. in the Church Library. 

Sunday, April 27:  Mother-Daughter Banquet. 

 5:30 p.m. Punch Reception – Fellowship Hall 

 6:00 p.m. Dinner prepared by UMM 

 7:00 p.m. Entertainment 

YOUTH NEWS 
 

Annual Overnight Lock-in 

Attention youth grades 5th and 6th!  Cyclone is holding the annual lock-in overnighter at the church Friday, April 5 

and Saturday, April 6. Meet in the youth room at 6:00 p.m. with your overnight gear ready to go to Extreme 

Wheels, cost $8. Upon returning we will have a variety of games. Then wake up to an outreach effort collecting 

groceries at Jewel Osco to deliver to the Cary-Grove Food Pantry. Contact Pastor Timothy to get your permission 

slip. 

30 Hour Famine Update 
BIG THANKS to everyone who helped with the youth’s 30 Hour Famine. The youth went 30 hours without food 

in solidarity with children experiencing hunger throughout the world. We had an enlightening time role playing 

persons affected by natural disasters and hunger in Indonesia. There was late-nite bowling, challenging games, and 

great discussion around fighting hunger-related illnesses, now. The youth raised over $2,200.  When matched by a 

government grant, this is enough to feed 24 children for a year! To date Cary United Methodist youth have raised 

over $10,000 for World Vision’s 30 Hour Famine. Give them a hand.  

Chili Bowl Champions 

The votes were cast in a tough competition. So many of the chili entries were prize-winning quality. But we have 

Chili Bowl Champions! Congratulations to Mary Ann Mullens best sweet chili, Tom Prather best traditional chili, 

Oscar Garcia best spicy chili, and Mr. A’s Italian Beef on Route 14 in Crystal Lake best restaurant chili. Each con-

testant received a certificate, a trophy, and a lifetime of free passes to our worship services. The youth raised $450 

on the cook-off which all goes towards the parking lot project. Donations are still welcome to make the parking lot 

makeover a reality. 

 

Best Wishes to Pastor Timothy, Victoria, Oliver, and Timothy as they look forward to the new appointment at Ev-

ergreen Park First United Methodist Church effective July 1. 



Christian Education Events 
 

  

 Vacation Bible School 2008  

June 16 ð 20 

9:00am ð noon  

 

 Join us for an exciting journey to the 

beach that will teach your children to 

ride the wave of God's love and em-

brace the "Beach Be-Attitudes":   Be 

Obedient, Be Kind, Be Forgiving, Be 

Bold, Believe 

    

Registration Forms will be available in early May 2008.  

M.A.D. Week  

July 28 ð August 1st, 2008 

4th -8th graders 

A week long program filled with Music, Art, and Drama.            

4th -8th  graders will learn a Christian program filled with 

songs and skits. They will be able to add their own creativity 

along the way.  Donõt miss itésave the date TODAY! 

Questions?? 

Bethany Decker - Christian Education Director 

caryumcchristianed@ameritech.net 

847-639-7627 ext. 16 

mailto:caryumcchristianed@ameritech.net


This Summer’s Youth Mission Trip is a new twist on an old favorite! 

We will once again help lead Vacation Bible School at the Christian Disciple Farm, Sullivan Wi. This year, how-

ever, we will be leading developmentally challenged adults throughout the week and camping in a new locale; Kettle 

Moraine State Park. Cost is still $150 

Return the form below with a $50 deposit to Pastor Timothy. 

The Christian Disciple Farm & Festival July 6-11, 2008 

Name: ___________________________________Age: ____ Sex: Male/Female 

Street Address:__________________________________ 

City:__________________________________________ State:_____________ 

Phone: _____________________ Best times to reach you: 

Email address  

Parent’s Name (if under 18):___________________________________________ 

Emergency contact name & phone number: _____________________________ 

Are you a Christian? ___yes ___no If yes, name of church you attend: _______________________ 

Location of church City:____________________________ State:_______________________ 

Have you helped at the camp or festival before: __yes __no 

If yes, which one and what did you help with:______________________________________ 

Do you have current CPR or First Aid Training? ____yes ____no 

I am allergic to the following: 

_______________________________________________________(Please list specific allergy information 

here (i.e. Describe reaction, level of sensitivity, treatment, 

etc.)__________________________________________________________________ 

Tell us about any dietary restrictions you may have: 

______________________________________________Are you a vegetarian? ____yes ____no 

Do you have any restrictions or special needs related to physical activity? ____yes ____no 

If yes, explain: __________________________________________________________________ 

Are you currently taking any medications? __yes __no Does it need to be administered at camp/festival? 

__ yes __ no 

If yes, explain:____________________________________________________________ 

Other health concerns:____________________________________________________________ 

T-shirt Size (circle one) : Small   Medium   Large   X-Large   XX-Large   XXX-Large 



calendar 
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