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Little Acts, Big Changes 

 

 By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.  John 

13:35 
 

  

In Les Miserables, Victor Hugo tells of Jean Valijean, whose only crime was the theft of 

a loaf of bread to feed his sisterôs starving children.  Valjean served nineteen years for 

this crime before being turned out on the streets, penniless.  Hardened and unable to find 

work as a former convict, Valjean finally makes his way to the home of a good old 

bishop, who gives him supper and a bed for the night.  He serves Valjean using his best 

silver platters and candlesticks, which Valjean recognizes as highly valuable. 

 

Yielding to temptation, Valjean steals the bishopôs silver plates and slips away from his 

home, but is soon caught and returned by watchful police.  When shown the silver 

plates, the bishop says to the apprehending policeman, ñWhy, I gave them to him.ò  And 

then turning to the thief Valjean, he adds, ñAnd Jean, you forgot to take the candle-

sticks.ò  A shocked and eternally grateful Valjean accepts the candlesticks as more than 

valuable silver pieces, but as expressions of love beyond measure.  The bishopôs act 

brought about a true repentance and changed life. 

 

Who knows which person might be impacted by your act of kindness today?  What 

seems little to you may be great in the eyes of a person in need of love. 
 

  

 

Itôs good to be a Christian and know it, but itôs better to be a Christian and show it! 
 

  

 

Meditation from: 

Godôs Little Daily Devotional 
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Upcoming Events 

Celebrate the Ministry of Pastor Carol! 

We have the opportunity to celebrate the Ministry of Pastor 

Carol Cory with the entire Northern Illinois Annual Confer-

ence. The retirement ceremony will take place Friday, June 

6 at the Pheasant Run Resortôs Mega Center in St. Charles. 

It begins at 3:45 p.m. (arrive early). 

 

Northern Illinois Annual Conference 

Cary United Methodist Church joins with representatives 

and pastors from about 450 other United Methodist churches 

from the northern third of Illinoisðin an annual sessionðof 

being inspired by the Word, worshipping together, listening 

to reports from our missions that we give leadership to, and 

fund by working together, and deciding about legislative 

items that have been sent to the conference by local 

churches and/or individual members of the church. Each 

year, people come together, and hear from some very inspir-

ing preachers and great choirs and praise teams, and soloists 

from churches across the area. The sessions of Annual Con-

ference will take place June 5-7 at Pheasant Run Resort in 

St. Charles, IL.  The representatives from Cary UMC are 

Nancy Petriak, Tom Prather, Kathy Spillner, and Janice 

Prunier-King.  Pastors Carol Cory and Timothy Biel will 

also take part in the conference. 

 

Cory Moves to the City 

On June 11, Pastor Carol Cory will be moving to the Rogers 

Park area of Chicago.  Her address will be: 

   2061 W. Farwell Ave. 

   Chicago, IL 60645 

 

Pastor Cory will continue working for Cary UMC, commut-

ing out to this area until her retirement which begins on July 

1.  

 

Prayer Breakfast for Women 

The Womenôs Prayer Breakfast will be offered to all women 

who are interested on Saturday, June 21, at 8:00 a.m. The 

group gathers at Panera in Fox River Grove. A designated 

leader presents a brief spiritual idea. After discussion and 

coming to know about each otherôs daily lives, prayer re-

quests are shared. One can choose to be quiet or talk freely.  

All concerns are welcome. 
 

 



UMW Activities for June  

 

 All women of the church are invited to participate.  

 

Wednesday mornings: The craft group meets from 9 a.m. to noon through-

out the Summer with the exception of Wednesday, June 18 (VBS).  For infor-

mation please call Carolyn Swider (847) 540-8478. 

 

Tuesday, June 3:  UMW Mission Team dinner meeting. 

 

Thursday, June 5: NIC UMW Conference Dinner. 

 

Saturday, June 7:  Books & Bagels.  Book discussion on The Bookseller of Kabul by Åsne 

Seierstad.  Contact Kim Franck (847) 516-4138. 

 

Sunday, June 15: Prayer Shawl Ministry meets in the Church Library at 9:45 a.m.  Contact 

Lois Voss (847) 639-7033. 

 

Saturday, June 21:  Womenôs Prayer Breakfast at 8:00 a.m. ï Panera in FRG.  For informa-

tion, contact Dorothy Fagerson (847) 639-8647. 

 

Friday, June 27:  Circle of Friends at 7:00 p.m.  Meet at the home of Lorraine Lutz. Contact 

Lorraine at (847) 639-4680 or Jennifer Boudart at (847) 516-6236. 

 

A special thank you to all involved with the Mother-Daughter BanquetðRebecca Carlberg 

and the men from our church, who were responsible for our very delicious dinner, and to the 

planning/decorating committee.  It was a very lovely evening, and to top all that, our enter-

tainment was the Cary-Grove Swing Choir. 

 

Two mission recognition recipients were selected for the year 2008. Looking back in the 

UMW booklet, Mission recipients have been selected since 1970. 

 

Sue Appleton is one of the recipients. Sue has been in charge of the Plant Sale for 7 years, 

donating the money to support our church in its mission.  She also donates with her culinary 

talents to the Cookie Walk, the Bazaar, and church activities (she is known for her twice-

baked potatoes).  She was one of our four co-chairs for the 2008 Rummage Sale. 

 

I was the other recipient.  I humbly thank the Mission Team for this honor, but I want to em-

phasize how very devoted and hardworking the other members of our team, and all active 

UMW members are in supporting the Purpose of the UMWðthrough its Christian fellow-

ship and support of Local and Global Missions, These women are truly a wonderful inspira-

tion, and very worthy of being Mission Recognition Recipients.  Thank you for this honor. ï 

Nancy Kraus 



Stephen MinistryðBRINGS Christôs Caring to Local Friends 

The Stephen Ministry is now underway.  Some fine Christian adults are offering support and 

care to people in various places of life challenge.  All of the persons who are Stephen Minis-

ters, have received training, and are part of an ongoing training group.  If you know of some-

one who could benefit from talking to a caring, uplifting, mature Christian, please call the 

church, ask for a Stephen Minister.  The care receiver does not have to be a part of Cary 

United Methodist Church.   

YOUTH NEWS 

 

 THANK YOU  to our tireless volunteers who tutored the children of the Homework Head-

quarters each Tuesday and Thursday. Your faithful service makes a world of difference in 

the lives of the children and parents who attended. By sharing Jesusô love, youôve planted 

seeds of hope, instilled an example of patience and virtue, and helped build character. Those 

who are part of this exciting ministry are Amanda Danley, Barb Dixon, Joyce Fernekees. 

Shawn Jones, Nancy and Hank Kraus, Joan Lynch, Carol Maloney, Pat and Jonathan Ster-

ling, Tom Swider, Pat Calvin, Lois Voss, Pat Honemann, Rachel Young, and Lisa Stieg-

man. Enjoy a well-deserved summer break. 

 

IMPORTANT MISSION TRIP MEETING SATURDAY, JUNE 14 at 8:30 a.m.  The 

Junior and Senior high youth look ahead to another year of ministry and mission.  This 

Summerôs trip will be to DISCIPLEFEST in Sullivan, WI.  Weôll camp at Kettle Moraine 

State Park outside of Eagle, WI.  Adults who would like to chaperone are free. 

 

THE JR. and SR. HIGH YOUTH GROUP is happy to announce our support of the Ap-

portionments.  When we fundraise for youth missions and ministries, we almost always go 

above and beyond our goal thanks to the generosity of people like you.  This year we will 

give $2,500 towards Cary United Methodist Churchôs Apportionment which empowers the 

connection of churches to do incredible ministries together. 

 

WE HAD A TREMENDOUS TURNOUT FOR THE APRIL 19 ELGIN DISTRICT 

YOUTH DAY OUT at Wesley Woods.  The youth who came raked leaves, planted peren-

nials, painted the dining hall, and installed the dock into the lake, lunched together and had 

communion.  Jeff Fry said what we accomplished would have taken his staff weeks to do. 

 

The $5 per person donations went to the Nothing But Nets campaign, providing 45 mos-

quito nets to families affected by malaria.  Look for an article and pictures in the upcoming 

edition of the Reporter.  In all we had 90 participants from the following congregations: 

Alden UMC, Antioch UMC, Arlington Heights First UMC, Carpentersville UMC, Cary 

UMC, Elmhurst; Christ UMC, Harvard UMC, Ingleside UMC, Mount Hope UMC; 

McHenry, Roselle UMC, and Waukegan First UMC.  PRAISE GOD!! 

 

 Mark your calendars for October 24 and 25 when we will hold the Steppinô Out 

Youth Retreat again. 



Christian Education Events 

Vacation Bible School 2008  
June 16 ð 20 

9:00am ð noon  

Join us for an exciting journey to the beach that will 

teach your children to ride the wave of God's love and 

embrace the "Beach Be-Attitudes":   Be Obedient, Be 

Kind, Be Forgiving, Be Bold, Believe 
 

  
 REGISTERATION DEADLINE:  JUNE 8th   

 

                                 Summer Sunday School:  

òThe Ten Commandmentsó 
 

 June 8 ð August 10  
 

 Preschoolers ð 6th  grade  
                      9:45 ð 10:45 am in 
                         Wesley Wing 

 
 Each week at Summer Sunday School we will learn about one of the 
ten commandments through music, games and crafts.   
 

A Special Thanks to all of you who taught a Sunday School class this year: 

Katie Fitch, Pam Jungman, Cheryl Josefowicz, Peggy Boldwyn, Julie Poe, Sara Kelly, Jennifer 

Boudart, Stephanie Brashear, Dorothy Fagerson, Kim & Kurt Moreland, Shelly & Brian McCarthy, 

Andy Newman, Matt Decker, Nancy Setnan, Debbie Lazarski, Sandy Wojcik, Karen Perkins, Dawn 

& Jim Ferree, Bruce Oberlies, Karen Bowman 

THANK YOU!  



M.A.D. Week  
July 28 ð August 1st, 2008 

           4th -8th graders 

12:30pm ð 3:00pm 
 

 A week long program filled with Music, Art, and Drama.                            

4th -8th  graders will learn òItõs Cool in the Furnaceó, a musical about 

Daniel, King Nebuchadnezzar, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego.  We 

will be busy singing, acting, and creating our own decorations.   

 

 We will perform òItõs Cool in the Furnaceó Friday evening, August 1st , 

and/or at one of the Sunday services on August 3 rd .  Official times 

and dates will be announced at a later date.  

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

 MUSIC ART DRAMA WEEK 

ñITôS COOL IN THE FURNACEò 

 

 Date:  July 28 ï August 1   Performance:  Friday, August 1, 2008 

Time:  12:30 ï 3:00pm            and/or one of the Sunday services on August 3, 2008 (Times 

TBA) 

 

                                                            VOLUNTEER FORM  

*Volunteers must be college students or adults.   

Yes!  Iôd be happy to lend a hand with: 

O Art/Craft Time (helping with backdrops and decorating for the performance) 

O Games 

O Snacks  (serving and preparing snacks during MAD WEEK) 

O Performances (costumes, set-up, tear down) 

O I will Pray for the MAD Week program 

 

  

 Name__________________________________________                  Phone______________________ 

 

 CONTACT:  BETHANY DECKER 

CARY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

(847) 639-7627 ext. 16 

                                  



VBS 2008 Mission Project 

Help Spread the Wave of Godôs Love! 

 

 

 

During Vacation Bible School we will surf the scriptures and learn the Beach ñBe-attitudesò but we 

will also show love by giving and praying for our mission project.  Many families around the world 

struggle at this very moment to survive the effects of natural or manmade disasters. We are truly 

blessed to be able to help through the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR). UMCOR 

is the humanitarian relief and development agency of the United Methodist Church. UMCOR re-

sponds quickly to emergency situations across the globe by sending volunteers and supplies to ease 

peopleôs physical and emotional suffering and help them return to normal life. UMCORôs work ad-

dresses issues of hunger, poverty, health, immigration, and more. When you donate to UMCOR, 

100 percent of your gift goes toward these life-saving efforts. 

 

Cary United Methodist Women recently learned that UMCOR is running low on a variety of basic 

items for their Supply Kits. UMCOR Supply Kits help care for the most vulnerable peopleðwomen 

and childrenðduring times of crisis. We have decided to collect these basic items throughout the 

spring season. We want to spread the wave of Godôs love beyond our walls and across the globeð

but we need your help! 

 

Supply Kit items are listed on the back of this sheet. You and your family can shop for and create 

the entire kit (please see Bethany or Lois for kit assembly information) or you can purchase items 

separately and we will join those items with others to create a complete kit.  You can drop off any 

of these items for donation in a specially marked box in our Narthex now through June 22nd.  Each 

day of VBS we will collect an offering.  This money will help with shipping and handling of the kits 

as well as help us buy any extra materials to complete kits.  If you prefer to give an additional finan-

cial donation, you can make your check payable to Cary United Methodist Women, write ñUMCOR 

Supply Kitsò in the memo line, and drop off your check in our office.  Thank you for helping us to 

keep that wave of Godôs love flowing strong! 

 

More information: Lois Voss (847.639.7033) or Bethany Decker (847.639.7627) 

UMCOR SUPPLY KITS: NEEDED ITEMS  

 

 

 LAYETTE SUPPLY KIT ITEMS : 6 cloth diapers ,2 shirts or 2 one-piece body suits, 2  

        baby washcloths, 2 gowns or sleepers, 2 diaper pins,  

          1 sweater open in the front,  2 receiving blankets  

 

SEWING SUPPLY KIT ITEMS: 

3 yards of cotton or cotton-blend, solid color or print fabric (must be 3 yards of uncut fabric) ,1 

pair sewing scissors, 1 package of needles, 1 spool of thread,  5ï8 matching buttons 
 

Please Note: All Items Must be NEW. Thank You! 



 

  

June 2008 marks the second anniversary of the Capital Funds campaign, by which time 
weôll have completed two capital projects ï significantly improving the look of our church 
inside and out.   
 
As a church family, we should be extremely proud of our enthusiasm, foresight, and faith in 
moving forward with a campaign of this magnitude.   
 
There are no small efforts in this campaign.  Every effort has contributed to the vast 
changes we have been able to achieve, of which we should all look on with pride.  
 

 
 
  
  
Please remember to mark your campaign contributions in the memo portion of your check ï 
either Capital Funds or Parking Lot Fund.  
 
Thank you for your prayers, help and participation.  
 
Amy Peterson  
Capital Funds Campaign  
 
  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  

Funds to pay for the Parking Lot project 
Capital Funds ï project funds already collected $  13,000 
Parking Lot designated funds already collected 20,000 
Capital Funds ï project funds pledged, yet to collect 35,000 
Funds still needed 5,000 

 

Can you 

believe 

itôs 

been 2 

years?  
 

Please join us for the 

Capital Funds 2
nd

 Anniversary 

Celebration 

Sunday, June 8
th

 

After second service 

Hot dogs, hamburgers, chips, 

drinks  
Free will offering 

 



MUSIC ART DRAMA  WEEK 

    ñITôS COOL IN THE FURNACEò 

                4TH ï 8TH GRADERS 

 

 Date:  July 28 ï August 1   Performance:  Friday, August 1, 2008 

Time:  12:30 ï 3:00pm            and/or one of the Sunday services on August 3, 2008 

(Times TBA) 

 

Youth Registration 
 

 Cost - $ 35.00 per youth                          (Make checks payable to: Cary UMC) 

               ($10 family discount) 

 

 Deadline:  July 20, 2008 

Parentôs name___________________________________________________________ 

 

 Address________________________________________________________________ 

 

 Phone________________________(Daytime)    Church Affiliation________________ 

 

 Emergency contact______________________________Phone____________________ 

* Grade should reflect the grade you will be going into Fall of 2008.   

 

 Childôs name___________________________________________ Grade___________ 

 

 Allergies______________________________________Birthdate__________________ 

 

 ************  

Childôs name___________________________________________ Grade___________ 

 

 Allergies______________________________________Birthdate__________________ 

 

 ************  

Childôs name___________________________________________ Grade___________ 

 

 Allergies______________________________________Birthdate__________________ 

 

 ************  

Childôs name____________________________________________Grade___________ 

 

 Allergies______________________________________Birthdate__________________ 

 

  

CONTACT:  BETHANY DECKER 

CARY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

(847) 639-7627 ext. 16 

 

 O 

Paid 



From the Finance Committeeé 

 

 Isnôt it wonderful that God knows our every need, and provides for them every day and in every way?  

My five-year-old Keira (whom so many of you have showered with love) prays this prayer every day: 

 

 ñThank you God this happy day 

for food and home and friends and play.ò 

 

 It is so good to be loved by God!  And we thank Him for all those blessings every time we offer back our 

time, talents, treasure, and prayer.  This year, we are presented with a unique opportunity to express our 

gratitude to God, and to be good and faithful stewards of His unceasing blessings. Starting in late April 

and continuing to date, the Internal Revenue Service has begun to transfer ñeconomic stimulus paymentsò 

to millions of American households.  The payments, which are not taxable as federal income, range from 

$600 per eligible household up to $1,200 for eligible married couples; Parents of minor children are eligi-

ble to receive an additional $300 for each qualifying child. 

 

 For many, these payments will be appreciatively regarded as nothing more than ñfound money.ò For oth-

ers, the economic stimulus payments will be an absolutely necessary supplement to our regular income. 

Most of us will find ourselves somewhere between those positions. I hope that each of you will recognize 

these payments as additional evidence of Godôs boundless love and blessing upon us, and that you will 

prayerfully consider turning a portion of any stimulus payment you receive into a love offering ï in sup-

plement to your regular pledged giving ï to advance His work. 

 

 For a practical viewpoint, your gift to the church carries with it a ñdoublingò taxation benefit. The pay-

ments are not taxable as income by the federal government, and yet your gift is a charitable deduction 

entitling you to reduce your federal income tax exposure. Good stewardship includes generous giving, but 

also making savvy financial decisions.  (See Matthew 10:16 if you donôt believe me).  This is an opportu-

nity to accomplish both! 

 

ñSafe Sanctuariesò 

Child Protection Policy 

 

 Here at Cary UMC, we put our children first.  We believe that a church should be a safe place for children and 

youth. We have developed guidelines to reduce the risk of child abuse in our community of faith, and for report-

ing and responding to any allegation of abuse. 

 

 What is Safe Sanctuaries? 

Safe Sanctuaries is a plan developed and designed to guide and assist congregations as they develop their poli-

cies and procedures to reduce the risk of child abuse within their church. 

 

 Why do we need this program in our church? 

We need to provide a safe and comfortable atmosphere for the children in our community of faith. 

 

 How did we develop our congregationôs specific plans? 

We formed a Safe Sanctuaries committee and used Safe Sanctuaries, Reducing the Risk of Child Abuse in the 

Church, by Joy Thornburg Melton as a resource.  Members of the committee also went to a variety of training 

events. 

 

 What can you do? 

Be informed ï read the Safe Sanctuary Policy (located on the website, and the Staff Parish bulletin board), get a 

background check, attend informational meetings, pray. 

 

 Cary United Methodist Church 

500 First Street 

Cary, IL 60013 

(847) 639-7627 

www.caryumc.org 

 

  

http://www.caryumc.org/


 

Confirmation Class of 2008 
 

Front Row:  Amanda Danley, Meghan Nash, Kim Schaefer, Maddie Lazarski,  

                    Natalie Geist, Angela Galasso, Ashley Fagerson. 

Back Row:  Andrew Lorenzen, Danny Wilbern, Jon Sterling, Ian Fitch, Chris Oberheide,  

                    Erick Marchessault, Zack Solarte, Zach Ferree, Allie Brehm. 

Sunday, June 8, 2008  
12 -  3 p.m.  

 

The Confirmation Class will be washing cars and selling 

baked goods to raise funds that will be used to replace the 

Nursery door (in the hallway)  with a Dutch door . 

 


