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Dear Friends in Christ,

February is the month of LOVE. Still the center of winter with all of the chill and
darkness, we need to be reminded to be caring toward other people. And so, we
have February 14, Valentine’'s Day.
you. You are truly loved.

What is LOVE? Hollywood and romanticism have colored our understanding!! According to the Bible,

LOVE is a decision of how we are going to relate to others. The New Testament Greek shows LOVE as a

verb, that’'s an action word. We decided to | ove thrc
portrays love as a reaction, an urge, an irresistible spark—rather than a decision.

I think of the old pop song, —Little Things Mean A L
life we can take the initiative in showing care of giving small acts of kindness of smiling and being coopera-
tive-as real decisions that — am going to be a |l oving

In the church family, how important it is to decide to be loving toward people who are unknown to you, to-
ward those who are not kind to you, and those who think differently than you do! The early church in the
city of Corinth was filled with great disputes. That is why Paul decided to write his great chapter on
—L OVE. I T a kread theichapeer of I €orimithéans 13. I would really like to talk with you about its
meanings.

How can we show love more fully as the Cary United Methodist Church? It would mean listening to others
who have new ideas. We could be more caring toward those who are hurting. We would choose to not make
a judgmental or snide remark about another person in the church. We would always be welcoming to the
newcomers. It would mean being generous, without counting the cost.

For YOU, it could mean coming to the —Call to Prayer
that you would be loving in your prayer life. You may want to join one of our small groups or become in-
volved in the PADS ministry to the homel ess, or helr

ways to SHOW LOVE through the life of this church!

Please, read I Corinthians and DECIDE one way to become more loving during this month of February, and
for life.

Please respond to this invitation,
Pastor Carol Cory



Upcoming Events

Join Us for a Call to Prayer
Want to supercharge your spiritual development? Try prayer. Prayers
make a difference. It changes things. Prayer gives the Holy Spirit that

alli mportant opportunity..that —
t hat part of God’'s plan for u
l ukewarm di scussi on, but pass
doing it?

When we pray, something happens. God hears us and He answers. He
moves Uus. Let ' s |—eive ithust b mihates df h
your Sunday morning. You' Il be

Starting on Sunday, February 3, 2008 at 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. in
the Narthex area, we will hold a Call to Prayer meeting. We will be
praying for the church, for our pastors and leaders, for our families
and friends, and for every joy and every trouble we need to set before
God. Please join us, stay for any length of time, and bring your prayer
concerns. All are welcome!

College Care Packages

The UMW will be assembling care packages for our college students
on Sunday, February 10 after the 11:00 a.m. worship service. Sug-
gested items to be donated include individually wrapped microwave
popcorn, cup-of-soup, granola bars, gum, hot cocoa mix, snack crack-
ers, mini-muffins, tape, batteries, post-it-notes, pens, toothbrushes, tic-
tacs, highlighters, $$$ for shipping costs. There will be a box in the
Narthex to place the items. To include your college student, e-mail
their complete address to Vicki Oberlies at voberlies@aol.com or drop
a letter in the mail or offering plate. If you have any questions or
would like to help put the boxes together, please call (847) 462-9791.
Thank you for remembering our church family college students.

Womends Prayer Group

The third Saturday of each month, a group of woman of Cary UMC
meets for conversation, mutual sharing, and prayers at the Panera res-
taurant located on Route 14 in Fox River Grove. All who are inter-
ested are warmly invited to come. Please join us on Saturday, Febru-
ary 16 at 8:00 a.m.

Four Promises of membership in the UMC

When we joined the church, each one of us made a vow to God—to
support the church with our prayers, our presence, our gifts, and our
service. When we fulfill these promises, our lives become TRANS-
FORMED. But what do these promises really mean? A fine discus-
sion group will take place this spring, based on the book Treasures of
the Transformed Lifea book being read, discussed, and valued by the
United Methodists across the country. First UMC of Park Ridge has
found these support groups very meaningful to the ongoing lives of
the people. This spring a support group is open to all interested indi-
viduals. The groups will meet in homes, see a video, and share their
life together. The Treasures of the Transformed Li#éll begin on
Sunday, April 6 at 3:00 p.m. and will take place for five sessions, end-
ing on May 4. If you would be interested in taking part in this conver-
sational group, please speak to Pastor Timothy or Pastor Carol.
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Upcoming Events cont.

Comingd Banner Workshop

A very good artist, JoAnn Chase, will be coming to lead a Banner-Making Workshop on Saturday, April 26
from 9:00 a.m. — 2:30 p.m. JoAnn has created numerous banners, illustrated books, and Church School cur-
riculum. She has been the Director of Christian Education for over 20 years at Community United Methodist
Church in Naperville, where she has lead worship and produced a wonderful Church School program. She
appreciates the Liturgical Seasons. She will be teaching how to use fabric, color, and design to enhance the
worship experience of the congregation. Plan now to come and help with producing new banners for our Sanc-
tuary. People from other churches are also welcome. Lunch and babysitting is provided. Registration fee is
$10.

Save this Datel! fAngels in the Fairwayo Golf Outing
New Location and New Day

Monday, June 23, 2008

2008 —Angels in the Fairway Golf Outing and Dinner Au
Chalet Hills Golf Course, Cary, IL

For more information, please contact Mark Peterson (847) 502-3393.

Youth News

Need a New Mural in the Youth Room

Currently we are looking for High School and Jr. High artists. In December the youth put a fresh coat of paint
on the High School side of the youth room. Now it is primed for a new mural. If you would like to submit a
work of art to Pastor Timothy for consideration, do so by February 18. After a period of voting we will likely
paint the winning mural on the Youth Room wall in April.

Cyclones for 5™ and 6™ Grade Youth

Tues, February 5, 3:30 p.m.—4:30 p.m. Lesson: Prayer Power

Tues, February 12, 3:30 p.m.—4:30 p.m. How to be Team Players

Tues, February 19, 3:30 p.m.-4:30 p.m. Outreach: Alcohol Awareness Month
Poster Contest

Tues, February 26, 3:30 p.m. —4:30 p.m. Game Day

Youth Friday Nites for Jr. High and Sr. High Youth

February 1-3 Snowboard and Ski Trip. Registration for this event is full and closed. The crew will meet at
cumMC at 7: 00 p.m. to go to Wesley Woods. They’' I I ret

February 15, 7:00 p.m. i 9:00 p.m. The Price is Right. Br i ng a few bucks (no more th
teams into Jewel with a list of items the food pantry needs. You will compete against other teams to use your
limited resources to bring in the most goods. Meet in the Youth Room at 7:00 p.m.

February 22-23: The 30 Hour Famine. Raise money to combat hunger and hunger related disease in Amer-
ica and abroad. Go hungry for 30 hours. Role play your way to survival as we focus on Indonesia this year.
Relate this experience to your faith as a follower of Christ. Spend the night at the church. Late-Night Bowling
(bring $7). Hundreds of Thousands of other teens around the world will be fasting with you this weekend. Meet
in the Youth room at 7:00 p.m. Pick up at 12:30 p.m. If you have not received a fund raising kit, see Pastor
Timothy.

February 24 Sunday: CHILIBOWLWe need al | y20@Qpnmh’ s hel p noon



Capital Funds Update

Well this is an exciting time. By the time you are reading this article our new carpet will be installed. This is a
major accomplishment in our list of necessary capital improvement projects. Our next project will be the re-
placement of the parking lot. As I mentioned in my December update to the church, the estimated cost for a
new parking lot is $80,000. Our goal is to c
wi || surely increase. I n order to accompl i sh
That's because the projected collections for
funds to pay for the project. So we are faced with the necessity of collecting more than is already pledged for
the campaign and collecting it about a year ahead of schedule. No problem, right? I just ask that you remember
Philippians 4:13 — can do all things through

The other exciting news is the amount of money we have collected to help pay off our debt. If you remember, I
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asked if we could collect $100,000 by yeatYwesol-end.

lected $99,158.31 for debt retirement. Praise God!

With so much to reflect on, we can know that God has really blessed us thus far through our campaign. How-
ever, as | mentioned above, we must continue looking forward. We have an opportunity to help support the
campaign further and have a fantastic meal and fellowship at the same time. On Sunday, March 16 (Palm
Sunday) we wil/l be having a luncheon after the
from the luncheon will go toward the capital funds campaign.

So, continue to pray for our church and the campaign and that God continues to bless us.

Yours in Christ,
Jimmy Mullens

Apportionments T What They Are

Our apportionments, together with that of other churches, provide the funds necessary for the General Church
to support missions, educate, and provide relief worldwide. The best example that I can present is that a por-
tion of our apportionments goes to UMCOR — United Methodist Committee on Relief. It seems like a long
time ago now, but the Katrina Disaster is still fresh in our minds and hearts. Which was the first group to re-
spond to this disaster? You guessed it — UMCOR. Without apportionments, UMCOR would not exist and
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woul d not be there to help all of those devastated

UMCOR to be here?

To paraphrase John Wesl ey, —Do al |l the good you

Apportioned Funds enable United Methodists to do together what no Church, District, or Annual Conference
could do alone.

I am proud to say that through the generosity of Cary UMC members, and the Finance Committee allocating a
percentage of its weekly income to apportionments, we have contributed four times the amount to apportion-
ments than we did last year. We still have a way to go to reach our full commitment, but we are headed in the
right direction.

Tom Swider
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Looking for a New Year 6s Resol

ut

Don’t wait unrtil next January

Try a new Faith Discipline for 5 weeks.

We had such a wonderful response last fall during the stewardship campaign with our Faith Discipline Challenge.
The Stewardship Committee would like to encourage all our members to continue their faith formation in 2008 by
continuing their exploration and practice of a faith discipline. This is a great time to try something new! You can
start with your guide, Plant and Nurture a Seed of Faith. This helpful guide offers practical suggestions to get you
started in the following disciplines:

¢ Worship in church regularly + Meditation

¢ Pray daily ¢ Fasting

¢ Practice acts of hospitality ¢Simplify one’s lifestyle
¢ Read the Bible daily ¢ Practice generous living

If you have questions or would like additional guidance, please contact one of our pastors or a member of the Stew-
ardship Committee. We will be meeting on February 3" after the 11:00 Worship Service to get you started and will
have extra copies of the guide book available. Copies will also be available in the Church Library, for your use.

Additionally, we are looking for a few individuals to help lead our group studies on Treasures of the Transformed
Life-satisfying your, fametfal Fhissthly ekamihes thie commitment teea closer relation-
ship with God through the treasures of prayer, presence, gifts, and service. The training for group leaders will meet
weekly starting Sunday, April 6™ through May 4™ at 3:00 p.m. If you are interested in leading this 6-week study or
would like additional information, please contact Julie Iyer at (847) 516-3689 or Lisa Osbern (847) 639-3663.

An Invitation to Commissioning

Soon our congregation will commission our Stephen Ministers. Throughout history, when God has called people to
special ministry, members of their community have commissioned them for the important new work they are tak-
ing on. Now we invite you to help carry on that biblical tradition by being a part of commissioning those who have
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responded to God’s call to be part of our congregation

Our Stephen Ministers have already completed substantial training to equip them for their task. We now lay hands
on them, pray for them, and send them out to mi
power.

This commissioning service offers an opportunity to show our support for this ministry. Our Stephen Ministers will
be depending on our support in the time ahead as they assume the duties of their ministry. How can we help?

First of all, we can pray for our Stephen Leaders, our Stephen Ministers, and their care receivers. This ministry
calls for both time and effort. At times they may feel tired, discouraged, or convinced that they are not accomplish-
ing anything. The assurance of our prayers and appreciation will help them keep moving forward.

We can also affirm and show our appreciation for this valuable ministry. We can tell them how much their hard
work means to us, tell others how much we value our Stephen Ministry, and focus attention on our Stephen Minis-
ters to bless and affirm them in special ways—as we do with our commissioning services.

We can become involved in this ministry in many ways. Some of us may recognize a call to use our special gifts in
this ministry and may apply to be a Stephen Leader or Stephen Minister. Others may accept the care of a Stephen

Mi nister. We can be ministers of referral, wat chi

We all can give our enthusiastic support by keeping Stephen Ministry always before us and by praying for and
affirming those who have answered God’'s call to

As we commission our newly trained Stephen Ministers, let us thank God for all that they will bring to this congre-
gation in providing care to others, and let us promise them our daily prayer and support as we send them out to
minister among us.
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Cary Methaodist Preschool

Happy New Year! 2007 ended on a busy, yet fun time fo
Storyll to the classes during our Christmas celebrati o
Jesus and then sang a few of their favorite songs for their parents. The spirit of the season was alive in the faces

of all the children and families who attended. The gifts the families donated were taken to Home of the Spar-

row in Crystal Lake. Thank you to all of our families who participated.

Registration for the Cary Methodist Preschool 2008-2009 School Year will be from February

4 —11, 2008 for Cary Methodist Church members, current students and alumni. Registration forms will be
available on the Welcome Table outside of the Sanctuary as well as in the Preschool office beginning January
28, 2008. Open to the Public registration will begin Monday, February 11" at 8:30 am and will be on a first
come, first serve basis.

Our 2008-2009 class offerings are:

Junior 3 year olds  Tuesday/Thursday 9:00-11:30 AM
(Students must be 3 by Dec. 31)

3 year olds Tuesday/Thursday 9:00-11:30 AM

Tuesday/Thursday 12:30-3:00 PM

(Students must be 3 by Sept. 1)

3/4 year olds  Monday/Wednesday/Friday 9:00-11:30 AM
(Students must be 4 by Dec. 31)

4 year olds Monday/ Wednesday/Friday  9:00-11:30 AM
(Students must be 4 by Sept. 1)

4/5 year olds Monday/Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday 12:30-3:00 PM
(Students must be 5 by Dec. 31)

Juni or Mé&ndagTuesday/Wednesday/Thursday 12:30-3:00 PM
(Students must be 5 by Sept. 30)

If you are interested in any of our class offerings or have questions about the program please call Caren Hunter
in the Preschool office, (847) 639-7655.

Gift Card Update

Thanks to all members who purchased gift cards in 2007. Since this program was started in May, Cary UMC

made a profit of $2,339.59 in 7 months! As a no-added-cost to members, this is a low-impact fundraiser. Also,

thanks to the members who help behind the scenes or help at the desk. I hope 2008 will increase in sales. Look

for the gift cards by the hospitality table in the fu
serve a restaurant or gift store card. Once selected, these will be set aside or ordered. Advance requests will

ensure a sufficient selection of cards. Remember, Fannie May, Bath & Body Works, and most restaurants are

our highest bonus.

John Murphy



Christian Education Events

Childrends Lenten Seri es:

Wednesdays, February 13, 20, 27 and March 5, and 12
Preschool 8 6™ grade

6:00 p.m. 0 6:30 p.m. : Dinner with your family

6:30 & 7:00 p.m. : Cherub Choir and Altar Choir Rehearsal led by Bonnie
Floor and Janice Prunier -King. Children will be learning Easter songs and
will be encouraged to sing in church.  Child care available for preschool chil-
dren.

7:00 - 7:45 p.m. : Age appropri-

(0]

Bethany Decker and members
mittee

ate stories, games, crafts, and
| ear n The Lor dds
\ from the Christian Education Com-

ther activities to help us
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.

Easter Egg Hunt/ \
Cookies and Crafts *

Saturday, March 22, 2008
3:00 p.m. (Lineup outside @ 2:50p.m.)

Join Cary United Methodist Church for an
Easter Egg Hunt sponsored by the Youth!

Following the Easter Egg Hunt we invite you to join the
Christian Education Committee in Fellowship Hall to
decorate Easter Cookieand make fun Easter Crafts

Questions??
Bethany Decker - Christian Education Director
caryumcchristianed@ameritech.net

The

Pray


mailto:caryumcchristianed@ameritech.net

7 CHILI BOwW,
2nd Annual Chili Cook-Off
Open to All
Sunday February 24th
Noon-1:30pm

ps chall

The youth and | ast yeagcﬁteggnheg
pit your culinary skills in this no holds barred, open

to all, vote as much as you want CHILI BOWL.:
Chili Cook-Off.

Traditional

Sweet

Spicy

2007’ s Champi ons: Dorothy FagersonFrst Nor ma Ha
Runner Up.

'ENTRY FORM

Efill out and return to Pastor Timothy by Feb 20th

‘Name Telephone

iType of Chili Entry (circle One): Traditional Sweet Spicy

Please Bring your chili in a crock Pot and A ladle to the
Kitchen between 10:00am and 11:30am on Sunday Feb 24.



United Methodist Women Social Action Newsletter

WINTERO 2008
Promoting Easy Ways to Take Action Cary/LOCaI ON WATER

%\/VV\/\/\/\/V\/V\/\/V\/VV\/\i\/VV\/V\/\/V\/V\/\/ G O d C a I I s u s t O b e S t e W a r d S 0 ‘
¢ Be Informed: The human body requires at | east hal

§ Recommended Books
< and videos for 2008

§ God Save the Planet

§ An evangelical Chris-
¢ tian view of environ-

¢ mentalism, written by
§ a former doctor

¢ A Complaint Free

¢ World take the

% 21day challenge to not
complain, gossip or
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< water to properly function and sustain itself. For example, a person who is 180

< Ibs needs to drink 90 fluid ounces of water. Without adequate water supply the

cbody ages. Cells don’t work proper/|

§ body , making us more susceptible to every ailment imaginable. Over time the

¢ dehydrated cells stop being able to absorb water, leading to cell death.

§ The point is water is essential to sustaining life. We need to do everything in

< our power to keep our water supply clean and healthy. Would you brush your

< teeth with your laundry detergent. Would you take a shower with your lawn

< chemicals. Essentially you are, we all are. Everything we put down the drain

ctand in the ground ends up in our wat

r < openers, estrogen, antidepressants, perfumes, cosmetics, caffeine, antibiotics,

S CHUCI.ZG' . 2 lawn chemicals, detergents, antimicrobials like triclocarban (TCC), actually a

-Dancingwiththe Stars, o st j cj de, survive water treatment a

< WOI,‘kOU'[ 2 big business_poisonjng our water with factory farming, mercury runoff, and a

iDQ n't eXxXe r%%ost%f%thert tékic he%”tl(%a?cgmpounds. Its us. Every toxic chemical we buy

S weight., exercise to < and use is to blame.

§ make your body mlnd § What can be done? TAKE RESPONSIBILITY. I write this as someone who

candspiritsingwith =3 o 3 v 6f ormed bottled water drinker.

g happiess. So fun its ccorporation to bring me better water

< According to Food and Water Watcthe chemicals used to soften plastic

< leaches into the bottled water, causing cancer, birth defects, and developmental

%problems in babies and children. Still individual companies are making346-

s 2 00 mi i on annually in bottled wate
else just solved the water dilemma. That someone is you, and I. Together we

can make a difference. Please Please Please. The following is a list of personal suggestions for action.

(I don’t sell any of this stuff, | find it as

Household cleaners and laundry : Seventh Generation (Dominicks, currently petitioning Jewel),

Ecos (Whol eFoods), Shaklee( locally sold by 0Growir

Healthy, Lake Zurich), Vinegar and Baking soda, Non  -chlorine bleach, (Always Healthy)

Personal Soap/Shampoo Aubr ey Organics (Crystal Lake Health F
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ri ngton) Aval on Organics (Trader Joes) Dr. Bronner
Lawn Care Ask my neighbor Joe, more info coming this spring.
Petition Pharmacies for a take back drug program . Sewage treatment plant

to remove the pharmaceuticals we flush —

Buy Organic Food, and Garden Products Timber Creek Farms (Contact Debbie Nelson for

church fundraiser info.) Go to Jewel . I dm tired c
in my own town that can get quality food. Demand from the store you already go to. When buying

plants know where they came from. More info on this in the spring.



UMW Activities for February
All women of the church are invited to participate.

Wednesday mornings: The craft group meets from 9 a.m. to noon. Please be thinking of our Bazaar this
November 2008, and join us on Wednesday mornings. Babysitter is provided if requested. If you would like
to work on crafts at home for the Bazaar and need ideas, contact Carolyn Swider (847) 540-8478.

INTERESTED IN A NIGHT CRAFT GROUP that would meet possibly twice a month, please contact Caro-
lyn Swider.

Saturday, February 2: Books & Bagels 8:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. Contact Kim Franck at (847) 516-4138.
Tuesday, February 5: UMW Mission Team meets at 7:00 p.m.
Sunday, February 10: UMW Fr i endship Brunch. (Pl ease not

date.) Come out for Brunch, enjoy fellowship with others, and entertainment. All you have to do is watch for
a sign-up sheet in the Church Bulletin or the Narthex.

Sunday, February 10: College care packages are to be assembled and sent to our college students. Volun-
teers will meet after the 11:00 a.m. church service.

Wednesday, February 13: Dorcas Circle meets for lunch at noon. Contact Penny Libert (847) 639-2708.
Lunch provided.

Friday, February 15: Circle of Friends meets at the home of Pam Jungman. Contact Pam at (847) 462-8498
for information.

Saturday, February 16: Women’' s Prayer Breakfast meets at

Sunday, February 17: Prayer Shawl Ministry meets at 9:45 a.m. in the Church Library. Contact Lois Voss
(847) 639-7033.

Looking forward to March and the UMW Rummage
The Rummage sale will be held March 6 - March 8. As we think of Easter and spring, begin thinking of
items for this sale that you no longer need but would be of benefit to others. Proceeds from this sale will be
given to Local and Global Missions.
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