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 March   2010 

T imes are tough nowadays. We hear of home 

mortgages and the like going bust and 

peopleôs lives being auctioned off to the most 

solvent among us. There is a distinct and 

darkening cloud hanging over our country that is 

affecting a lot of things and a lot of people. In 

situations like these, our natural response is to 

tighten our belts to make it through this rough 

patch. It is evident that people have cut back with 

spending. 

   Certainly, the people of Cary UMC are not 

exempt from what's going on out there. Many of 

our brothers and sisters have been affected 

differently by economic troubles. Some have 

experienced a whole host of negative health 

effects - both physical and mental. The financial 

troubles they find themselves in have added 

tremendous stress to their family and social life, 

which in turn have increased the risk for 

developing such problems as depression, anxiety, 

compulsive behaviors, etc. I know of a family 

who has not been able to pay for their house 

mortgage for a while. They wonder if they would 

have to move someplace else and have their home 

foreclosed. The mother has been sleep-deprived 

for a while which in turn has exacerbated her 

anxiety and performance at work (losing a home 

means more than loss of a residence; it also means 

the loss of a dream) I know of a father who has 

been looking for a job for more than a year now. 

He is becoming very irritated and angry. He has 

even started drinking more (losing a job also 

means losing identity, routine and connection.) 

These stories are real and are not far from what's 

really going on out there with people who are 

under constant stress due to the financial 

hardships. Imagine yourself in their situation. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Staff 

David Lagos-Fonseca 

Shirley Pulgar-Hughes                                      Pastors 

Bethany Decker                    Christian Education Director 

Caren Hunter                                  Preschool Director 

Dawn Ferree                                       Office Manager 

Kathy Thompson                                  Office Coordinator 

Vicki Oberlies                                      Financial Secretary 

Kathleen Gentes                                       Music Director 

Penny Libert                                                  Organist 

Holly Voss                             Wedding Coordinator 

Laura Prather                               Nursery Coordinator 

Sue Heizer                                Funeral Coordinator 

Sue Appleton 

Judy Sutliff             Funeral Luncheon Coordinators 

Arturo Arreola                                                Custodian 

 

Office Hours: 

Mon.ðThurs. 

                 9:00 a.m. to noon; 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Friday 

                 9:00 a.m. to noon 

 

Sunday Schedule: 

Worship         8:30 a.m. 

Sunday School     9:45 a.m. 

Worship   11:00 a.m.                               

Praise Service: 2nd/4th Sundays 

                                             11:00 a.m. 

Newsletter Staff 

Editor  
Tom Swider 

Silver News 
Cheri Brockhoeft 

labeling  

Office Staff 

mailing 
Volunteers 

Newsletter Deadline 

Articles are due the 20th of each month for the following 

monthôs issue.  It is best if your articles could be 

submitted via email to: swidertc@comcast.net.  Please 

include your name and phone.  Thank you. 

Church E-mail Address 

Office                                              caryumc@caryumc.org 

 

Preschool                                  CMPreschool@yahoo.com 

Youth                                 caryumcthewave@caryumc.org 

Christian Ed                            christianed@caryumc.org 

Website                                                  www.caryumc.org 

Editorôs Notes 

We just returned from a trip to 

Tucson, Arizonaðhome of the ñsnow-

birdsò and the really old people.  Itôs 

hard to tell the difference between the 

ñold folksò and the ñyounginsò, 

because everybody is wrinkled from 

the intense sun., and look like dried 

prunes  I didnôt think that I was that 

old until the retired people there were 

moving as fast, or faster then I was!  I 

also found out that it really hurts when 

you hug a cactus. 

   On a somewhat more serious note, I would like 

to start publishing pictures of church members 

and activities in this newsletter.  If oyu could send 

me the pictures in electronic form, that would be 

great, but I will also accept original versions of 

the pictures.  I will return the originals, someday!  

I need the originals because each time a copy of a 

picture is re-scanned, it loses a lot of quality 

(another words, you canôt see the forest, and the 

trees). 

   I also ask that you consider what you are 

sending me.  For example, I received a 5 x 7 

picture of 32 people.  By the time that I reduced 

the size of the picture for print, I had a picture of 

32 pin-heads.  Also, make sure that the 

individual(s) is/are OK with having their picture 

published. 

Chile and the Pastors 

check to CUMC, with the word pastors in the 

memo line.  Please open your heart, your purse 

and wallet, and contribute what you can.  I would 

hate to deny the pastors being with their families 

during this disastrous time.  Tom Swider 

A ll of you by now have heard about the terrible 

disaster in Chileðthe hometown of both of 

our pastors.  This has impacted both of them 

greatly, as their parents and siblings still live 

there.  All of their families are safe, but their 

homes have been destroyed to some degree, or 

totally. 

  This is a time that our pastors need to be with 

their families, and the members of CUMC would 

like to aid in their very expensive travel expenses.  

To be able to do this, we have set up a special 

account to allow people to contribute to this 

cause.  If you would like to help, please send a 
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Easter Flowers 

Ponder how you would feel. 
   Even our church finances have been affected 

since last year. We ended with an unbalanced 

budget despite of our best efforts to exercise good 

stewardship habits. We wonder whether this year 

we will be able to be a solvent church and do 

what God has called to do. The effects of the 

economic downturn are a reality that we are 

facing today with all our strength and with all our 

faith and hope for the future. These times are very 

frightening indeed. However, these challenging 

times have not stopped us from being caring, 

faithful and generous. I have seen unrelenting 

generosity. I have seen people take care of those 

without a job by providing meals and emotional 

and financial support. I have seen families sharing 

dinner time with friends. They have even 

strengthened their connections with friends who 

can provide emotional support. I have seen people 

praying for their brothers and sisters in the faith. I 

have seen people making sacrifices in order to aid 

those less fortunate. I have seen people helping 

people network and get resumes here and there. I 

have seen people doing the right things, trying to 

keep things in perspective - recognizing the good 

aspects of life and retaining hope for the future. 
   Maybe, you are wondering about what you can 

do, under these circumstances, when you are also 

suffering the economic meltdown in one way or 

another. I would suggest that we do something 

that does not require money. Something that does 

not cost a thing. I suggest we continue to 

encourage people and support them with our 

prayers and presence. Invite someone into your 

house for coffee and a good conversation. Help 

your friends to forget about their troubles if only 

for a while. Help them relieve stress and anxiety. 

Share with your friends and family your hope and 

faith that is in our Great Provider, One who 

knows our needs and provides for us even in 

scarcity. Help others cultivate positive thinking, 

supportive relationships. 
   Dear friends, the church is very different than 

the business world. When there is a need, we don't 

ask for credit or borrow money but we ask the 

congregation for their resources and solidarity and 

compassion and love. And they always rise to the 

occasion to help and support our brothers and 

sisters in need. Why? Because they trust in our  

(Continued from page 1) Lord Jesus who demonstrated his radical trust in 

the loving care of a gracious God. God's grace is 

never scarce. It is abundant for all and to all. 

God's promise to be with us always, through thin 

and thick, is our ultimate security. With God's 

help and guidance, we can work together to re-

spond to those who have been dealt a devastating 

blow by this economy.  Prayerfully seek God's 

guidance about how you are called to respond, 

how you are called to serve and support the 

church to be a vital beacon of faith, hope and love 

in these challenging economic times. 
 

In Christian Love, 
 

Pastor David.  

T he orders for Easter Flowers, to adorn our 

sanctuary on Easter morning, can be placed 

starting on Feb. 28, 2010.  A box will be in the 

narthex, or orders can be placed in the offering 

plate.  Deadline for orders is Sunday, March 14th.  

Flowers will be available to take home on Easter 

Sunday, after the 11:00am service. 

   Plants available to order this year will be: 

 Easter lilies - $11.00 

 Tulips          - $13.00 

 Daffodils     - $14.00 

   If you have any questions, please contact Denise 

Ackermann @ 815-477-9631  

T he church is hosting an Applebeeôs fundraiser in Crystal Lake on Monday March 22nd, 

Tuesday March 23rd and Wednesday March 24th.  

The Church will earn 15% of the total money 

collected between 11 A.M -11 P.M all three days 

with a coupon one per bill. So gather your family 

and friends and eat at Applebeeôs or if you are 

busy and have little time to eat there you can also 

carry out.  Also, talk to John Murphy on Sundayôs 

for gift cards for this event.  Look for the coupons 

in the Sunday bulletins or in the church office 

starting March 14th. 

Fundraiser 
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P lease pick up a copy of the 2010 UMWôs Handbook.  They will be in the Pamphlet 

rack in the Narthex.  It will list our activities, and 

a description of them.  Please, remember that you 

are welcome and invited to attend as many of 

these activities, as you can. Contact women are 

listed with each activity, please call them for 

information. 

   UMW Rummage Sale week begins Feb. 28 

(drop-off day), merchandise accepted thru  

Tues. Mar. 2. 

Rummage Sale Hrs. are: 

Thurs. Mar. 4-(1 PM to 8 PM.) 

Fri . Mar. 5-  (9 AM to 5 PM) 

Sat. Mar. 6-  (9 AM to Noon) 

   Craft Group  meets Wedôs  from (9am to12 

noon).  Carolyn Swider (847) 540-8478 

   UMW Mission Team-Mar 2(7 PM) 

   Knit and Crochet ïThurs. Mar.4 (10:00-

11:30am) and/or (6:30-8:00pm) 

 Lois Voss (847)639-7033 

   Books n Bagels ï Mar. 6 at 8:30am Paneraôs ï 

FRG.  Featured Book, ñHotel on the Corner of 

Bitter and Sweetò 

April 9th at 9:00pm at Paneraôs FRG.  Featured 

Book, ñThe Great Divorceò 

Kim Franck (847) 516-4138 

   Dorcas Circle Wed. Mar.10 at 12:15pm. Lunch 

is served.  Penny Libert(847) 639-2708 

   Circle of Friends, Fri. Mar. 19 at 7PM ï at 

home of Amy Cosler. 

Jennifer Boudart (847) 516-6236 

Pam Newman (847)462-8498 

   Womenôs  Prayer Breakfast 

Sat. Mar. 20 at 8:00am-Panera Bread, 

FRG, Dorothy Fagerson (847)639-8647 

   Prayer Shawl Ministry  ï Sun. Mar. 21 at 

9:45am - Church Library 

Lois Voss (847)639-7033  

UMW Activities  

 For 

March 

Holy Humor Sunday 

April 11th  

W hat is Holy Humor Sunday? 

 

   Many American churches are resurrecting an 

old Easter custom begun by the Greeks in the 

early centuries of Christianity-"Holy Humor 

Sunday" celebrations of Jesus' resurrection on the 

Sunday after Easter. 

   For centuries in Eastern Orthodox, Catholic and 

Protestant countries, the week following Easter 

Sunday, including "Bright Sunday" (the Sunday 

after Easter), was observed by the faithful as 

"days of joy and laughter" with parties and picnics 

to celebrate Jesus' resurrection. 

   Churchgoers and pastors played practical jokes 

on each other, drenched each other with water, 

told jokes, sang, and danced. 

   The custom was rooted in the musings of early 

church theologians (like Augustine, Gregory of 

Nyssa, and John Chrysostom) that God played a 

practical joke on the devil by raising Jesus from 

the dead. "Risus paschalis - the Easter laugh," the 

early theologians called it. 

   In 1988 the Fellowship of Merry Christians 

began encouraging churches and prayer groups to 

resurrect Bright Sunday celebrations and call it 

"Holy Humor Sunday," with the theme: "Jesus is 

the LIFE of the party." 

   Many churches from different traditions 

responded enthusiastically. Holy Humor Sunday 

services are bringing back large crowds to 

churches on a Sunday when church attendance 

typically drops dramatically. 

   If you Google ñHoly Humor Sundayò on the 

Internet, youôll be amazed at how widespread 

Holy Humor Sunday celebrations on the Sunday 

after Easter have become among churches of all 

traditions. Itôs clearly a movement of the Holy 

Spirit to shore up belief in the resurrection of 

Jesus. 

   Both the religious and secular press are now 

reporting on this phenomenon. 

  If you have any jokes, stories, skits, or would 

like to be a part of Holy Humor Sunday, please 

send them to Tom Swider, or just call him.  His 

phone number and email address are on page 2. 

 Gift Card Special 
 
Just in time for Easter baskets (and teacher's 
gifts) a limited supply of $5 & $10 gift cards is 
available.  Remember to use gift cards at 
CUMC's dinning out nights.   
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Cary    Methodist 

Preschool News 

W e have much to feel (lucky) blessed with 

here at the Preschool!   

   We are hosting our annual Scholastic Book Fair, 

March 8 ï March 12 in room 107.  The fair will 

be open between 9am ï 3:30p (Mon-Thurs) and 9 

ï noon on Friday.  Again this year, we will open 

the book fair on Wednesday, March 10th for a 

Lenten Fair.  We will have a Christian book 

section available.  Come on down after the church 

dinner program between 7:17 ï 8:30p.  We will 

also continue with our Family Reading night 

again this year, Thurs, March 11th from 6:15 ï 

7:30p.  Parent volunteers read one book every 10 

minutes per classroom while the children are in 

their pajamas!   

   We are excited to be introducing a Cary 

Methodist Preschool Summer School program.  

We will be offering weekly sessions throughout 

the summer from 9am ï 1pm integrating all the 

disciplines and specials that kids love!   

   We will continue to accept Preschool 

registrations for the 2010 ï 2011 school year, 

while we still have openings.  If you know of any 

families who have preschool aged children 

interested in a quality preschool, have them 

contact Caren Hunter in the Preschool office to 

schedule a tour and obtain information.  

   Our Kindergarten Discovery Program is also 

accepting registrations for the 2010 ï 2011 school 

year.  It is a fun academic program for 

Kindergarten aged children.  Current children in 

the program ñcanôt wait for the discovery school 

dayò, states current parents.    

   Our Joe Corbi fundraiser  

   Once again, thank to all of the CUMC members 

who support our fundraisers!  Our next Wendy's 

night is Wednesday, March 17 from 5-8 pm. We 

hope to see you at our Lenten Book Fair.  Happy 

St. Patrickôs Day! 

21st Century News 

D id you notice the new room in the 

basement by the Elevator? Do you 

wonder whats behind that closed door and 

where is the Pepsi machine?  Well.... 

 

  The room was requested by the 21st Century 

Seeds committee to allow for a secure room to 

store the computer server and networking 

equipment.  The server will allow us to host 

more of our church webpage locally (making it 

less expensive) along with managing the backup 

and security of the computer and network in the 

church.  The server can be administered 

remotely along with allowing for remote access 

and management of the computers at the 

church.  (The Pepsi machine is now located at 

the bottom of the stairwell behind the elevator.) 

   To make this room a reality many people 

volunteered their time and talents.  In the month 

of February Max Seubert took a Friday 

afternoon to put up two walls, frame out a door 

and hang drywall.  Then Bruce 

Nordegren prepared the walls for paint and 

painted the room.  Rich Heizer put in the door, 

the molding and gave it a lock.  The 21st 

Century Seeds team then moved the phone and 

server into the room and re routed the phone and 

network line. 

   Thank you to all those who helped take Cary 

UMC one more step forward in 

technology.  Which will help us serve the 

congregation, community and world more 

effectively.  

I   would like to say a big THANK YOU to all 

who participated in preparing the college care 

packages.  Whether you helped by putting the 

packages together on Sunday February 7th, gave 

money for postage or by donating items.  Plus an 

extra thank you to the ladies who knitted or 

crocheted scarves for all the students this year.  

We sent a package to 31 students for Valentineôs 

Day. This is a great mission for the Cary UMW 

group and I know that the kids really appreciated 

getting the packages. 
Vicki Oberlies 




