],

Wat is the one thing most of people have in
common at the New Year? Most of us

make resolutions, donot
his father what his new years resolution was, and
his father said he was going to do everything
possible in the New Year to make his mother very
happy. The boy asked his mother what hers was,
and she said, ATo do ev
sure your father keeps

Why do we make those things anyway? We
make them because there are areas in our lives we
are either unhappy with, or areas in our lives we
want to be better.

This is one of those very few times when
everybody, people everywhere, are going to be
doing the exact same thing at the exact same time:
Leaving one place and going into another. Of
course, | am talking about leaving 2011 and
entering 2012. What are you planning on leaving

behind as you enter 20127 One thing | know is

that we need to learn to leave things where they a LK
belong. Anything in our lives that keep us from

fully focusing on the Lord should be left behind.

Being a Christian means to always be going THe
forward. And as we move forward, we are always

doing two things: We leave one place and go into LI He
Hurts? Resentment? Grudges? Worries? Failures?

Imagine a trapeze artist swinging from one swing

another.

to another, high above the ground with no net

under him. As he reaches out to the next swing, I I

what must he do? He must let go of the one he is

on. If he refuses to let go of the swing he is on,

will he ever be able to go to the next swing?

Absolutely not. And in the same way, we must let [

| would suggest we should leave behind those
parts of ourselves that do us no good. Don't you
(Continued on pagsg) 18 . . : )
1 JOHN 1:7, NRSV

asked

ma k

agree? Seriously, what will you leave behind?




KidsHopeUSA fiMusic is the shorthand| of
0 Leo Tolstoy

Gry United Methodist Church is pleased to bel Happy New Year! The best way to enter into the gift pf a
n affiliate member of Kids Hope USA. The |new year is to worship the Author of time and eternity.
mission of Kids Hope if§ One Chi | d. One hour
One Chur ch. &deHogedsao o | Sta(?f

mentoring program for elementary school

David LagosFonseca

children Grades K thru 6 who are in need of extrashirley PulgaHughes Pastors
support. In families hit hard by economic stress Bethany Decker Christian Education Director
and struggling just to survive, the basic social and'racy Laws Preschool Director
emotional needs of their children often fall into ~ Dawn Ferree Administrative Assistant
t he void This void e thhyghor_n sonc hil d ,F\dm|nr|]stnat|ve_ﬁ}§sslstant f

. : ] ViR Gp&riRs Ehancial &r@ta?y
future, sometimes even rendering them Kathleen Gentes Music Director
psychologically incapable of learning until their ~ Penny Libert Organist
needs can be met. These children need someongolly Voss Wedding Coordinator

Laura Prather Nursery Coordinator

who can be present at a critical time in their lives

. . Sue Heizer Funeral Coordinator
when their values are being formed, when-self

Sue Appleton

esteem is developed, and when basic academic Jjudy Sutliff Funeral Luncheon Coordinators
and problerrsolving skills are acquired. Mentors Arturo Arreola Custodian
are othe someoneo who simply shows up every
week and doesnodt | et tﬁﬁlge U§own and 0Ot he
< . ond Thurs..
someoneo Wh o0se frien d S h I Q:WO'a.ln.lto nO%?ﬁ[:BO%.m.ﬂ)&OO p.m.
difference in the lives of these children. Friday
Nationwide Kids Hope statistics indicate that Kids 9:00 a.m. to noon
Hope USA has made a significant difference in
98% of the children with mentors. Sunday Schedule: _
0 Janice Prunier-King Worship 8j30 am.
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Worship 11:00 a.m.
Chicagoland Voices In Concert Praise Service: 2nd/ath Sunceys
: a.m.
QSUﬂday, January Z2at 7:00 pm the Church E-mail Address
hicagoland Voices will present a winter Office caryumc@caryumc.org
concert at Cary United Methodist Church (500
North 1st Street in Cary). The concert will feature Pgistﬁhoo' o ﬁmzrhe:\zggggg;hﬁfﬁgoor?
a Wldg vane}y of choral music rangllng f_rom Christian Ed ! christianed@caryﬁmc.'orgg
classical to jazz to pop and everything in betweenyepsite WWW.caryumec.org
Some of the composers featured are: Mulholland,
Whitacre, Thompson, Jonathan Larson and many Newsletter Staff
more. There is no admission fee for the concert Editor
but we are accepting donations at the door. So Tom Swider
come enjoy an evening of excellent choral music ghse"r‘i’eBrrc')\‘Ci";zeﬁ
and |isten to one of the arealdsgpdgst new choi
Church members singing are Amy Krigas, Dana Office Staff
Floor, Jonathan Lorenzen, Katy Wilford, and mailing
Emily McCoy with Jason Krigas directing the Volunteers
Newsletter Deadline
group. Articles are due the 20th of each month for the following

8 JasonKrigas 1ot h 6 gt isibestsf yoer.articles could be

submitted via email to: swidertc@comcast.netPlease



(Continued from pag#) various affairs, has been a faithful rummage sale
go of our old year before we can go fully into this worker for many years being at the sales almost

new year. all the time for setting up and during the sale
As we look towards the future, we will need to hours. The stained glass alter scarf was done by
be very wise, making the most of every Lydia as well as some of the wall hanging and

opportunity (Ephesians 5:457) for we have such beautiful quilts. She is an excellent baker.

a short time here in this life, but it is on that short She has been a great help with the funeral
time that all of our eternity will depend. Do not be luncheons

oblivious to God because your relationship with
Jesus is more important than anything else in this

life. UMW Activities
You have a choice. You can go into 2012, @ For

taking everything with you, being dulled to the January
need of leaving some things behind, or you can go
into it trying your best to make sure the past is the

past and the future is for God. So what are you Our activities are for all women Of.Ol.Jr Chur.ch.
going to do? Contact persons for each activity is listed with

: that group.
My prayer is that as 2012 stretches before us,
the Lord will help us to redeem the time. The gi’:‘/l':; ﬁoRocr)]UP Group meets on Wednesdays

Lord will give us enough happiness to keep us
sweet- enough trials to keep us strong, enough
sorrow to keep us humarenough hope to keep
us happy, enough failure to keep us humble
enough success to keep us eager, enough friend
to give us comfort enough wealth to meet our
needs, enough enthusiasm to make us look
forward to tomorrow, and enough determination PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY

to make each day better than the day before. Thesun" Jan 15_Prayer Shawls to be blessed at the
Lord help us to use the 8,760 hours (525, 600 Ch_urch Services

i i ; Lois Voss
minutes) of this year the wisest way we can for
Him an()j for Hisyglory. y CIRCLE OF FRIENDS i1 Fri., Jan 20 at 7 PM

I n Christéods Pag‘lC]L@gmg vﬁh
Pastor David UMW Soup & Sand C Agape Lunch
Sun., Jan 22 at 12:15 PM
- — — Prayer Breakfast-If interested in attending,
UMW Special Mission Recognition please contact Dorothy Fagerson
Recipient for 2011 KNIT OR CROCHET -5™ Tues or
Thurs.evening of that month. This month it will
he 2011 UMW Special be held on Jan 31 from 6:30 to 8 PM. Open to
‘ Mission Recognition anyone that would like to learn to knit or crochet.
Recipient for 2011 is Lydia RSVP to Lois Voss

Brania. The award was RUMMAGE SALE -Mar. 1,2, &3
presented to Lydia at our Mark your calendars now. Proceeds of the Sale
UMW Christmas goes to the UMW Mission Fund. Goods not sold
Celebration Meeting on are donated to the Cancer Foundation and other
December 6, 2011. Lydia charities. This is a good way to help others both
& has been very active with by making their purchases within reason, and

the craft ladies for many knowing proceeds go to Missions. At the end of
years, the first to help in the 2011, the UMW made contributions to various
kitchen when we have local charities including Our Church and the

5 Cary Food Pantry.

Carolyn Swider

UMW MISSION TEAM

Tues.,Jan 3 at 7 PM

éI)ORCAS CIRCLE -Wed. Jan 11 at 12:15 PM
Luncheon is served

Penny Libert




Pastors’ Annual Report—2011 (summary)

“We are bound to thank God always for you, brethren, as it is fitting, because
your faith grows exceedingly, and the love of every one of you abounds toward
one another.” 2 Thessalonians1: 3

Greetings in the name of Jesus Christ,

It is hard to imagine that we have been together in ministry for three years
now. It has been a great honor and joy to serve among you as your pastors. The
Lord has given us wonderful people to whom to minister and with whom to
minister.

There are so many things that are happening at Cary UMC because you are
getting involved and you are making ministry happen. We celebrate our church
staff, leaders, lay speakers and lay leaders. They have shown a strong
commitment to the church’'s purpose. They are trustworthy and self-sacrificial.
They are resilient in the face of setbacks. We thank you and applaud your
integrity, unity, faithfulness, and service.

We thank our faithful, talented and energetic group of volunteers and helpers
who come week after week to lend us a hand with the office work, church
building, music programs, hospitality and coffee-hour, greeting, ushering,
acolyting, leading our youth, teaching our children, visiting, praying, serving,
taking care of the rummage sale, gardens and outside areas of the church and
many dozens of other activities taking place. They have given hundreds and
hundreds of volunteer work. Without a doubt, their contribution makes our church
look and feel great. Thanks to you all. You rock! And with all this, we celebrate
that we are making a difference by becoming a “green church.” We are using
more energy efficient lights (L.E.D.) We are recycling more. We are more
ecologically- conscious minded congregation. We are being good stewards of
God's resources. And we can do even better.

A full year, to be sure, and much more has happened in God’s ministry among us
than what we have highlighted for you here. We are in the work of Jesus Christ
here, so ministry is always happening. It is too much to place in a brief report.
However, our hope is that as we continue in the faith together, people will find
energy to volunteer at their church. Our church is ever more in need of the
faithful to carry it. Jesus Christ is still the church, but we are his body. Without the
body, we cannot be Christ for this community. Thus, we challenge each of you to
bring friends and families and neighbors to these worship and service
opportunities. We know well that a great majority of people come to and join a
church fellowship because they have been personally invited. Nothing is greater
than members encouraging others to come to share the blessings of the church.
The national economy in this new year is still overshadowed by uncertainty, of
course; and yet our faith is strong that God will provide through your giving all
that we need to continue our numerous programs of training God's people in
knowing Christ and living by his grace. We challenge the congregation to step in
and to dig down deep to share the funds that would help us transform people’s
lives in the community and in the world, all to the glory of God.
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We welcome your comments and your suggestions for improvement. We invite
any of you to suggest areas in which our time, our help, or even just our ears
may be needed. We serve in this congregation not only under God who has
called us to be minister of his Word, but also under all of you whom we have
grown to respect, pray for, and cherish. Paul's words to the church in
Thessalonica that opened this letter are also our words for you. We give thanks
for you all the time! The only joy greater than serving among you in the present is
the knowledge that God has greater things for us in the future because our
ministry is a blessing to the community in the nhame and power of Jesus Christ.
As your pastors, we are thankful for a wonderful year of worship, learning,
fellowship and service with you. We pray that our church may continue to be
faithful in loving God and loving our neighbors during these 8,760 hours given in
2012. God bless you and sustain you all.

In Christ’'s peace and grace,

Pastor Shirley Pulgar-Hughes Pastor David Lagos-Fonseca

Waiting to blossom
A song called AThe Rosed (written by Amanda
|l i steners to keep the faith, even when the sou
In the depths of winter, we especially need the reminder that beneath mounds of snow lie seeds
being prepared to burst forth Awith the sunods
When youdre in the cold depths of despair,
seed. Beyond your view, Gododés |l ove is already
ship, joy and life.

Living above the weather

Have you ever boarded an airplane in a snowstorm? The sky is gray with heavy clouds. Snow is
down hard, with no sign of letting up. Plows clear the runway and unfamiliar machiregsdée wings. Pas-
sengers might consider it madness to fly in such weather.

But the pilot knows the storm is earthbound. Past the clouds is glorious sunshine. The plane can
the weather, if only it can get off the ground.

When troubles overtake us like a storm, we may wonder in the midst of the darkness if God still ¢

Mc Br
rce o
already

| oveo
gri ef
t endi

coming

fly above

ares or

if he is even there at all. But if we believe that God, like the sun, is unchanged in good weather and in bad, we can

ride it out. For storms are earthbound, but we are not.
& Kari Myers

The guide
Picture a man stumbling along in a heavy fog, completely disoriented. Then, off in the distance, h
the light of one small lamp. Its glow is sufficient neither to burn off the fog nor to illuminate the obstacles

might be on the ground between the man and that lamp. Still, it is a steadily burning lamp. Something wit
man prompts him to believe that if he heads to
we can call Anfaith.o

Whil e heading toward the | amp, he finds ano
lamp. The first man takes the second by the hand and helps him toward the lamp also. The act of reachi
anot her we can call Al ove. o

And the I amp that draws him? 1tés called fAh

0 The Wired Word (August 7, 2011)

e sees
that

hin the
war d
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ng out to

ope. (




Worship Committee Wanderings

The above named committee will endeavor to keep you, via
this newsletter, up-to-date on all of our activities over the course
of 2012. As we get organized you will also be able to access us
from the church website, www.caryumc.org.

What is the purpose of the worship committee you may ask:
Pastor David says it very succinctly and I quote, "this committee
plans the worship schedule for services and assists in planning and
leading special services throughout the year. This committee also
oversees lay leadership in the weekly worship." Who is on the
worship committee you may ask. Pastor David is our fearless
leader. The other members are being officially collected and will
be named in a later issue of this newsletter. When does this
committee meet you may ask. The 3™ Tuesday of the month is
our “appointed time."

In conclusion, allow me to share with you a few of our
accomplishments for 2011. These should give you a better idea of
the concerns of the worship committee. The words "purchased,”
"continued,” and "observed" are key descriptors of these
accomplishments. Purchased kneeling pads for Communion.
Continued having one blended service on 5™ Sunday. Observed
Holy Humor Sunday. Observed Heritage Sunday. Continued
training people in the use of the lighting and sound systems. The
use of the word "continued” indicates the accomplishments are
ongoing. "Observed" is used to indicate a choice was made to
continue these special Sunday services.

Enough for now.. See you next month. Pat H., Worship
Committee scribe

Breakfast With Santa

Fellowship Hall was filled with the | aughter o
and the Pastors were pastoring and praying fo
busy schedule to visit the children of CUMC. How do you measure success? Not by the money
collected, nor by the number of families in att
l eft to fill another childds dr eam.
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