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his past month | have been looking for

ideas and designs to inspire my creativity
and start working on Christmas cards. |
noticed that of all the ones | have seen and
collected through out the years none feature
John, the wilderness prophet. His place in the
nativity narrative i s ¢cr
in the womb of his mother Elizabeth is
celebrated in Luke's gospel, along with the
pregnancy of Mary, the mother of Jesus. For
a brief, but significant, moment in the
church's history, the gospel of Mark was the
faith community's only record of Jesus' life.
There was, therefore, no written knowledge
of a Bethlehem birth, angelic messengers, or
the Magi's journey. Our Lord's advent had but
one messenger: the voice of a simple man
crying in the wilderness in the spirit of the
Hebrew prophet, "Prepare the way of the
Lord; make his paths straight.”

We encounter a shocking contrast when we
read about the advent of our Lord in the
Gospel of Mark and then examine the way in
which we celebrate Christmas. John lived in
the style of a Joshua from Boone. Jesus,
likewise, was a man of simplicity who came
from peasant parentage. His early years
were spent in a nowhere village in Galilee
that was too insignificant to be placed on any
Roman maps of the region.

There is a Shaker hymn that was
immortalized by Aaron Copeland in his
symphony, Appalachian Spring. The words of
the hymn are appropriate for an Advent
anthem, as the joyful words begin, "'Tis the
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Evangelism Committee

he Evangelism Committee just finished

putting together our Advent information
bags. We Will be distributing them in the
community, at the preschool, and at church

Answer: B (See Matthew 1:18:12 and Luke 2:1
-20, especially v. 11.)

Staff

services .We are planning to march in the Merry David LagosFonseca

Cary parade at one o'clock on December 4th and Shirley PulgaiHughes

distribute these bags tbhe crowd. We are excited
to have the ground work for the anniversary
edition of the new church photo directory in the
works. Watch for more information on this.
People often look for a friendly place to worship

this time of year. Invite someone to worship with

you or your family this Christmas season! Don't
forget to wear your name tag.

Let your light so shine before men, that they may

see your good works, and glorify your Father

which is in heavenMatthew 5:1
0 Sally Lorenzen
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Some parts of the Christmas story, as
commonly told, arenot
Scripture. Which of the following details is
recorded in the Bible?

A. Mary rode a donkey to Bethlehem,
and Joseph walked alongside her.

B. Angels announced that a Savior, the
Messiah (or Christ), had been born.

C. There were three wise men.

D. Shepherds and wise men (or Magi)
worshiped Baby Jesus together.

E. None of the above.
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gift to be simple, 'Tis the gift to be free. . ..
Because the Shakers viewed simplicity as
both a gift of grace and a discipline to be
lived, they concluded their hymn with the
assertionn A Turn and turn,
right. o

Perhaps more than any gift we may desire
this season of the divine birth is the gift of
simplicity. Our lives have become incredibly
complex. Our schedules are orchestrated by
computers. In the process of making a living
that is commensurate with our chosen life-
styles, we have become virtual strangers to
one another in the family. Advent anxiety
separates us from the very peace we pursue
as we move toward Christmas Day.

Surely we all long to be liberated from the
tyranny of a frantic Christmas. On this sacred
season, the image of a simple wilderness
prophet stands before us, inviting us to
prepare the way of our Lord. We invite you,
therefore, to come to
simplicity this Christmas season. Here,
through the common elements of bread and
wine, we shall receive the gift of Christ this
Advent. And collectively we shall kneel at this
altar with the haunting words of a liberating
hymn in our hearts,

"Tis the gift to be simple, 'Tis the gift to be
free 'Tis the gift to come down where we
ought to be, And when we find ourselves in
the place just right, "Twill be in the valley of
love and delight!"

0 Pastor Shirley

Stephen Ministry

W1en someone requests a Stephen Minister
o

ne of our Stephen Ministry Leaders will

meet with that person, to explain what Stephen
Ministry is, and help determine whether Stephen

around an hour each week, as long as the need is
there. Everything a care receiver says to his or her
Stephen Minister is kept confidential. The

Stephen Minister doesn't try to solve problems;
rather, he or she listens, cares, prays, and helps

T ithle tareweeeiver tind Inis od hergpatintal healing

and wholeness.
If you are interested please contact Pastor Shirley,
Pastor David, or call Kristin Fell, referral

coordinator.
0 Beth Krueger

UMW Activities
For
December

BOOKS AND BAGELSI Fri. Dec. 2
7 pm at FRG- Panera
Featured book
AShepherds
Dawn Ferree

CROKIE SALRToSRieDew 3
9 am to 2 pm Fellowship Hall
Stephanie Brashear
Devon Grimm

UMW CHRISTMAS GATHERING
Tues. Dec. 6 at 7 pm

Fellowship Hall

All women of the Church are
invited. Join in for a night of
Fellowship.

Lois Voss

DORCAS CIRCLE - Wed. Dec. 14
12:00 pmi Christmas Luncheon
Penny Libert

CIRCLE OF FRIENDS
Jennifer Boudart

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
Sun. Dec. 18 Prayer shawls
to be blessed at Church Services.

Lois Voss

PRAYER BREAKFAST

Contact Dorothy Fagerson

Abi dingbo

Ministry is the kind of care that person needs. Our

Stephen Ministry Leaders then matches that
person with one of our available Stephen

Ministers. The Stephen Minister will then call that

ko
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person and begin meeting with him or her for \% @% 2
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Cary Methodist Preschool

There is a lot to give thanks for this Holiday Season at Cary Methodist Pre-schooll We are thankful for
our wonderful teachers, our preschool families, our pre-school board members, and the many parents who
have volunteered to make play dough, lend a helping-hand with parties. We are also thankful for the Cary
United Methodist Church staff and congregation for their continued support. What a blessing|

Once again this year the preschool participated in Operation Christmas Child. The mission of OCC is to
demonstrate God's love in a tangible way to needy Children around the world and together with the local
church worldwide, to share the God News of Jesus Christ. The Pre-school packed shoe boxes with gifts
to send to needy children and will get to track the shoe boxes on their journey online.

Currently the CMP Board is seeking members for the 2012-2013 school year. One position to consider is
the role of Treasure. This person should have a strong accounting/financial background and be
proficient in Excel. Being part of the CMP Preschool board is a great opportunity to continue the
ministry of the Cary Methodist Church. If you are interested in learning more about this opportunity,
please contact Tracy Laws in the preschool office. 847-639-7655.

Upcoming Dates:
Christmas Programs December 15™ and 16™

Winter Break December 19™-January 15'. Classes resume on January 2™.

The children, parents, teachers, and school board members would like to thank you all for your
continued support of Cary Methodist Preschool.

If you or someone you know are looking for a wonderful preschool, please call 847.639.7655 to
inquire about openings.

College Care Packages

Ech year webve been sending fAcare packageso t
ay. | tds hard to believe that ito'awetoHdt btei m
sembling these packages in Fellowship Hall afte
FIRST WE NEED YOUR HELP IN DONATING ITEMS TO FILL THE BOXES. Suggested items that
have been appreciated in the past are:

INDIVIDUALLY WRAPPED and NO LIQUID ITEMS :

Microwave popcorn, Cupf-Soup, Granola bars, Gum, Hot cocoa mix, Snack crackers and Cookies,
Mini muffins, Tape, Batteries, Pegtnotes, Tooth brushes, Tooth pasteféics, Highlighters, Pens and
$3$ for shipping costs, etc.

Please place your items in the box outside of the church office. The box will be out there starting Janu-
ary 8". To include your student-fail their complete address to Vicki Oberliesaberlies@aol.com
flanance@caryumc.orgr put the address on a slip of paper marked College Student and put it in my
mailbox at Church in the mail room. | need the names of your college students by Jaftuatyy2f

have any question please call me. Thank you for remembering our church family college students!!
0 Vicki Oberlies
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The first Christmas
form letter (from Egypt)

Dear Frends:

e're sorry bo resort to this form letter, espedially since we are
Wulcn:hrgna.ﬂ::r l'u:ild.ljrl,'butﬂuuhu'buull'bu!}'jn:ﬂr it i
amazing how parenthood takes away free time.

'1'.I1..|.fl El&:mmr]w-nd.]’ae de};m the proud parents of a beautifol

P Ciheeatly

Moo, Iilnawﬂu.t}m':epa-d.atmﬁnmahm and I know you dent
Temember I:hﬁ{“&ﬂwmmsﬁﬁed,bmnnmt
wh.l.t}mr]mﬂs.Itna.hrﬂe

Yo also will motice that the but Mo,
wre did mot oo ltleutrntpmwmﬂ}- mlm;w
trarsferred, just ﬂ.!la:tll:ﬂ.m'bed. Joe and oot —Joe
is o Dravidson, after all — amd t you know it my time came while
we werne there.

]':"u'!clzI ing was full up. Bethlehemn was a madhouase. Holiday Inn was

acked for holidar RuiRodmtm]glrh;d.mﬁ'ﬂhbutmram

Ern:l]ninhﬂﬁxtm‘led ]:tﬁ]lt
We erded w w a cove. While it wasn't & pionic, it
wuammdtp Wﬁ%,]ﬂelrﬂIpﬂmﬂniuﬂ'mm

Tittle Life.

\‘l‘emed}uﬂi]mﬁ:tmﬂ};mlrgdnmmdhm Ita]d.:,rm:u:wul

busy year.

Arljzl"lm we had just the best Christrnas —that's what we're
We even had a n.nlfmnnma}ql‘ﬂdl.I

Mtﬂlyou}mﬂmyhmbbmm{hmvﬂnlﬂ:!ldyuqmua

stretch for you.

&Wmmm%lﬂltmw.mumhsy

{Dl]mwad.upalaard.ou;towm}up

]'cluula.lﬂ'u:mv according bo some star

Ard while it was nice of themn to giv kf.ﬁ:l_ also gave us away —

hcrrh.l.tmdnedE‘EnEHmd,whomadm Jemus. i iy wee

.Ehgrtmta
r\eulfmm;hﬂecutct’baudimﬂnﬂun@afcrmw
-D-]:e will get back to mormal soon, so we can mmove back: to
:N'az-rer]'l. Mem}ulz,kn?mm your prayers, don't tell Flenod wihere we

are, ard have a berry Christm L
e,

Mary, Joe and baby Jesus

Claan comedy

A study of the comaedy of 30 very
funny Jewish comedisns, who
hored thidr skills in vaudaville
befioire became fammous,
Initicates thoy mever used &

swaar word In thetr routines.

Bllbon 2, 51d Caesar. Red

Buttons, Daney Kaye, Goeo

Burns, Fhd Silvers, Growucho [,

Wlchor arry Lewls, Pater

Sallers, Ynurwm
—ia Rise Samra

Halaridals Baach, FL

Many Methodist seem to
want to sit in the front of th¢
theater, but in the back of
the church

A recent survey of some
Presbyterians revealed that

only 5% thought that they
would end up in hell, but 389
knew someone who was goi
there.

3-H club
flourishes

I]'l.n cnocithly meetings
uEEmab-cm:l iHIIUn:ﬂ:m:'I
H-:t.'l'l.n-cl.l..t Church’s “Humor arsd

T ware sl goiog
Jhurlgm'm'l. thee ek sumner

Ea:ﬂmudstpnnpld': vacakkan

orts Few. Dr. Karl R
Elraft, the I::-Fbu
A:I:r.'l'l.n]'ul]':l:rml:h'l.g_.

ome-Hrers

Eﬂﬁﬂmﬂﬂhnﬁmm
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oad
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mebﬂ]m’bﬂrﬂ:ﬂj'ﬂ.‘m‘nu
l.l]:-:rl.l.l:-aw}l.n:-l'l-na.rd:lta.

— Anmn Karo

“IF you don't read the ressspapar,
ywou are unlrdormed; 1 you do read

I'_'I'l.n:rl.mun]:-.l.l:ln:r VL ara

I=inforened. ™
o — Mark Tewatn
“Laughier is carborated holiness.™
—Anrse Lamokt

“Thousarsds of
e Fﬁl‘auln.mm
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—.ﬂ.u'l:h-:lrl.'nhl.nml.

“Wiarming before a tenirds.
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oy badrpiece o sty on.

—Andre Agassi
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Welcome To The New Members

Bill & Dierdre Litzenberger
(Diedre not pictured)

George Sode
Andrea Poniecki
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[Hand-make 5 Beautiful Grccting (ards
Saturday, January 14, 2012

9:00- 12:00

$20.00 (includes all supplies)
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Contact: Vicki Oberlies or Dawn Ferree

Registration
Due by Sunday Jan. 8, 2012

(Proceeds to benefit Cary UMC Apportionments)

Cary United Methodist Church
500 1 Street, Cary IL 60013
847-639-7627
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WINTER SKIN WOES? fg
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Try these tips

WITH GOD, ALL i 2 :
A= The arrival of winter often brings

POSSIBLE. with 1t dry skin problems. Cold 0
winds and dry air can sap water
and oil from your skin, leaving it
cracked, dry and itchy. Stress, ag-
ing and smoking can also contrib-
ute to seasonal skin discomfort.

0 help put a damper on dry skin [ Drink plenty of water
this winter try these ideas:

Minimize shaving irritation
by replacing razors often
and using  shaving cream
or gel. Shave in the
direction the hair grows.

Matthew 1926

[0 Use a humidifier if you

[ Limit showers and baths to have forced-air heating or
10 minutes. Hot water if the air in  yvour home
strips oils  from skin, so feels dry,

keep water temperature

lukewarm. Usea mild

soap or non-soap cleanser, 1f severe dry skin lasts longer

than two weeks, appears red and

swollen, or cozes, contact a der-

matologist. You may have an

infection or other problem.
November-December 2010 “Lifetimes”

O Apply a moisturizing
ointment or cream
immediately after bathing,
when skin is still damp,
to lock in moisture.

Feapply throughout the : ; ;
Questions regarding “Silver News” call

day. Chen Brockhoeft
(847) 639-3238



Christmas Pageant

Saturday, December 17, 2011
5:00 PM

Rehearsals will be
Saturday, December 10™ from 2:00pm - 4:00pm

and Saturday, Decemberﬁ,'th from 12:30pm - 5:00pm
(a snack will be provided on December 17*)

All preschoolers, children, and youth are invited to participate in our Christmas Pageant.

- N

Sunday School Reminder
There will NOT be Sunday School on:
Sunday, December 25" and
Sunday, January 1™

N 5

THE CHURCH LIBRARY NEEDS YOU!

The Christian Education Committee is looking for people to help maintain the
library. Would you be able togive one hour or less once a month to shelf books,
pick up the library, dust, call members with books still checked out?? Please let
Bethany Decker or Stephanie Brashear know if you are interested in serving the

church in this capacity. Thank you!

Bethany Dedier - Chiristian Education Dircctor
Chrisdancd Gcaryome.org 847-829-7827 cxt 15
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