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Dec.  2011 

T his past month I have been looking for 
ideas and designs to inspire my creativity 

and start working on Christmas cards. I 
noticed that of all the ones I have seen and 
collected through out the years none feature 
John, the wilderness prophet. His place in the 
nativity narrative is crucial. Johnôs conception 
in the womb of his mother Elizabeth is 
celebrated in Luke's gospel, along with the 
pregnancy of Mary, the mother of Jesus. For 
a brief, but significant, moment in the 
church's history, the gospel of Mark was the 
faith community's only record of Jesus' life. 
There was, therefore, no written knowledge 
of a Bethlehem birth, angelic messengers, or 
the Magi's journey. Our Lord's advent had but 
one messenger: the voice of a simple man 
crying in the wilderness in the spirit of the 
Hebrew prophet, "Prepare the way of the 
Lord; make his paths straight." 
   We encounter a shocking contrast when we 
read about the advent of our Lord in the 
Gospel of Mark and then examine the way in 
which we celebrate Christmas. John lived in 
the style of a Joshua from Boone. Jesus, 
likewise, was a man of simplicity who came 
from peasant parentage. His early years 
were spent in a nowhere village in Galilee 
that was too insignificant to be placed on any 
Roman maps of the region. 
   There is a Shaker hymn that was 
immortalized by Aaron Copeland in his 
symphony, Appalachian Spring. The words of 
the hymn are appropriate for an Advent 
anthem, as the joyful words begin, "'Tis the 
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Staff 

David Lagos-Fonseca 

Shirley Pulgar-Hughes                                      Pastors 

Bethany Decker                    Christian Education Director 

Tracy Laws                                  Preschool Director 

Dawn Ferree                          Administrative Assistant 

Kathy Thompson                         Administrative  Assistant 

Vicki Oberlies                                      Financial Secretary 

Kathleen Gentes                                       Music Director 

Penny Libert                                                  Organist 

Holly Voss                             Wedding Coordinator 

Laura Prather                               Nursery Coordinator 

Sue Heizer                                Funeral Coordinator 

Sue Appleton 

Judy Sutliff             Funeral Luncheon Coordinators 

Arturo Arreola                                                Custodian 

 

Office Hours: 

Mon.ðThurs. 

                 9:00 a.m. to noon; 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Friday 

                 9:00 a.m. to noon 

 

Sunday Schedule: 

Worship         8:30 a.m. 

Sunday School     9:45 a.m. 

Worship   11:00 a.m.                               

Praise Service: 2nd/4th Sundays 

                                             11:00 a.m. 

Newsletter Staff 

Editor  
Tom Swider 

Silver News 
Cheri Brockhoeft 

labeling  

Office Staff 

mailing 
Volunteers 

Newsletter Deadline 

Articles are due the 20th of each month for the following 

monthôs issue.  It is best if your articles could be 

submitted via email to: swidertc@comcast.net.  Please 

Church E-mail Address 

Office                                              caryumc@caryumc.org 

 

Preschool                                  CMPreschool@yahoo.com 

Youth                                 caryumcthewave@caryumc.org 

Christian Ed                            christianed@caryumc.org 

Website                                                  www.caryumc.org 

Evangelism Committee 

T he Evangelism Committee just finished 

putting together our Advent information 

bags.  We Will be distributing them in the 

community, at the preschool, and at church 

services .  We are planning to march in the Merry 

Cary parade at one o'clock on December 4th and 

distribute these bags to the crowd.  We are excited 

to have the ground work for the anniversary 

edition of the new church photo directory in the 

works. Watch for more information on this. 

People often look for a friendly place to worship 

this time of year. Invite someone to worship with 

you or your family this Christmas season! Don't 

forget to wear your name tag. 

 

Let your light so shine before men, that they may 

see your good works, and glorify your Father 

which is in heaven.  Matthew 5:1  
ðSally Lorenzen 

 

Answer: B (See Matthew 1:18ï2:12 and Luke 2:1

-20, especially v. 11.) 

 

Some parts of the Christmas story, as 

commonly told, arenôt actually recounted in 

Scripture. Which of the following details is 

recorded in the Bible? 

 

 A. Mary rode a donkey to Bethlehem, 

and Joseph walked alongside her. 

 B. Angels announced that a Savior, the 

Messiah (or Christ), had been born. 

 C. There were three wise men. 

 D. Shepherds and wise men (or Magi) 

worshiped Baby Jesus together. 

 E. None of the above. 
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gift to be simple,  'Tis the gift to be free. . . . 
Because the Shakers viewed simplicity as 
both a gift of grace and a discipline to be 
lived, they concluded their hymn with the 
assertion, ñTurn and turn, Till we turn ôround 
right.ò 
   Perhaps more than any gift we may desire 
this season of the divine birth is the gift of 
simplicity. Our lives have become incredibly 
complex. Our schedules are orchestrated by 
computers. In the process of making a living 
that is commensurate with our chosen life-
styles, we have become virtual strangers to 
one another in the family. Advent anxiety 
separates us from the very peace we pursue 
as we move toward Christmas Day. 
   Surely we all long to be liberated from the 
tyranny of a frantic Christmas. On this sacred 
season, the image of a simple wilderness 
prophet stands before us, inviting us to 
prepare the way of our Lord.  We invite you, 
therefore, to come to Godôs home of 
simplicity this Christmas season. Here, 
through the common elements of bread and 
wine, we shall receive the gift of Christ this 
Advent. And collectively we shall kneel at this 
altar with the haunting words of a liberating 
hymn in our hearts, 
 
   "'Tis the gift to be simple, 'Tis the gift to be 
free  'Tis the gift to come down where we 
ought to be, And when we find ourselves in 
the place just right,  'Twill be in the valley of 
love and delight!" 

ðPastor Shirley 

(Continued from page 1) 

UMW Activities  

 For 

December  

BOOKS AND BAGELS ï Fri. Dec. 2 

      7 pm at  FRG- Panera 

      Featured book -   

     ñShepherds Abidingò 

      Dawn Ferree  

COOKIE SALE ï Sat. Dec. 3 

      9 am to 2 pm Fellowship Hall 

      Stephanie Brashear 

      Devon Grimm 

UMW CHRISTMAS GATHERING 

      Tues. Dec. 6 at 7 pm 

       Fellowship Hall 

       All women of the Church are  

      invited. Join in for a night of 

      Fellowship. 

      Lois Voss  

DORCAS CIRCLE  - Wed. Dec. 14 

      12:00 pm. ï Christmas Luncheon 

      Penny Libert  

CIRCLE OF FRIENDS ï  

      Jennifer Boudart  

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 

      Sun. Dec. 18 ï Prayer shawls 

      to be blessed at Church Services. 

       Lois Voss  

PRAYER BREAKFAST 

      Contact Dorothy Fagerson 

       

around an hour each week, as long as the need is 

there. Everything a care receiver says to his or her 

Stephen Minister is kept confidential. The 

Stephen Minister doesn't try to solve problems; 

rather, he or she listens, cares, prays, and helps 

the care receiver find his or her path to healing 

and wholeness. 

If you are interested please contact Pastor Shirley, 

Pastor David, or call Kristin Fell, referral 

coordinator. 
ðBeth Krueger 

Stephen Ministry 

W hen someone requests a Stephen Minister 

one of our Stephen Ministry Leaders will 

meet with that person, to explain what Stephen 

Ministry is, and help determine whether Stephen 

Ministry is the kind of care that person needs. Our 

Stephen Ministry Leaders then matches that 

person with one of our available Stephen 

Ministers. The Stephen Minister will then call that 

person and begin meeting with him or her for 
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E ach year weôve been sending ñcare packagesò to our college students to arrive in time for Valentines Day.  Itôs hard to believe that itôs that time of the year already.  On Sunday February 5th weôll be as-

sembling these packages in Fellowship Hall after the 11:00 service.  Please plan to join us éé.. BUT 

FIRST WE NEED YOUR HELP IN DONATING ITEMS TO FILL THE BOXES.  Suggested items that 

have been appreciated in the past are: 

 

 INDIVIDUALLY WRAPPED and  NO LIQUID ITEMS : 

Microwave popcorn, Cup- of-Soup, Granola bars, Gum, Hot cocoa mix, Snack crackers and Cookies, 

Mini muffins, Tape, Batteries, Post-it-notes, Tooth brushes, Tooth paste, Tic-tacs, Highlighters, Pens and 

$$ for shipping costs, etc. 

   Please place your items in the box outside of the church office. The box will be out there starting Janu-

ary 8th.  To include your student, E-mail their complete address to Vicki Oberlies at voberlies@aol.com , 

fianance@caryumc.org  or put the address on a slip of paper marked College Student and put it in my 

mailbox at Church in the mail room. I need the names of your college students by January 29th.   If you 

have any question please call me.  Thank you for remembering our church family college students!! 
ðVicki Oberlies 

College Care Packages 

mailto:voberlies@aol.com
mailto:fianance@caryumc.org
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Many Methodist seem to 

want to sit in the front of the 

theater, but in the back of 

the church 

A recent survey of some 

Presbyterians revealed that 

only 5% thought that they 

would end up in hell, but 38% 

knew someone who was going 

there. 



 

6 

Bill & Dierdre Litzenberger  
(Diedre not pictured)  

George Sode  
Andrea Poniecki  

Welcome To The New Members  

Kathy Kadlec  
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