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Oct.  2011 

I   am often amazed by the profundity of 
prayers that flow from truly grateful people. 

One day, few weeks ago, a young woman came 
to my office in the church, to ask for a place 
where to do her Community Service hours. She 
had called several places but had been unable to 
find the help she needed to complete her work. I 
asked her what had been the situation that led 
ƘŜǊ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ƘƻǳǊǎ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪΦ άL 
ǘƻƻƪ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ōŜƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŜέ ǎƘŜ 
said, with tears in her eyes and shame in her 
heart. After conversing for few minutes I told her 
she could help me with some projects I needed 
to finish. This young mother, without thinking 
twice, began praying spontaneously: 'O Lord, you 
are always more generous than I deserve. Thank 
you, Lord, Praise your name!  
   Her eloquence was born of sincerity. These 
words came from the depths of a grateful heart. 
Indeed, the spirit of this young mother's petition 
is and has been replicated in the lives of 
countless people whom I meet through my work 
as a minister here at Cary UMC helping people 
from the community. My moments of sharing 
with the least of these opens within me a 
renewed sense of gratitude, teaching me that all 
expressions of authentic prayer are rooted in 
praise. 
   This is the time of the year when we start 
thinking about our annual budget and our 
pledges. Giving money to the church budget is 
really a matter of gratitude. Ingratitude is the 
result of not knowing who we really are. God is 
owner. We are owners. The self-made person is a 
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Staff 

David Lagos-Fonseca 

Shirley Pulgar-Hughes                                      Pastors 

Bethany Decker                    Christian Education Director 

Tracy Laws                                  Preschool Director 

Dawn Ferree                          Administrative Assistant 

Kathy Thompson                         Administrative  Assistant 

Vicki Oberlies                                      Financial Secretary 

Kathleen Gentes                                       Music Director 

Penny Libert                                                  Organist 

Holly Voss                             Wedding Coordinator 

Laura Prather                               Nursery Coordinator 

Sue Heizer                                Funeral Coordinator 

Sue Appleton 

Judy Sutliff             Funeral Luncheon Coordinators 

Arturo Arreola                                                Custodian 

 

Office Hours: 

Mon.ðThurs. 

                 9:00 a.m. to noon; 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Friday 

                 9:00 a.m. to noon 

 

Sunday Schedule: 

Worship         8:30 a.m. 

Sunday School     9:45 a.m. 

Worship   11:00 a.m.                               

Praise Service: 2nd/4th Sundays 

                                             11:00 a.m. 

Newsletter Staff 

Editor  
Tom Swider 

Silver News 
Cheri Brockhoeft 

labeling  

Office Staff 

mailing 
Volunteers 

Newsletter Deadline 

Articles are due the 20th of each month for the following 

monthôs issue.  It is best if your articles could be 

submitted via email to: swidertc@comcast.net.  Please 

Church E-mail Address 

Office                                              caryumc@caryumc.org 

 

Preschool                                  CMPreschool@yahoo.com 

Youth                                 caryumcthewave@caryumc.org 

Christian Ed                            christianed@caryumc.org 

Website                                                  www.caryumc.org 

Notes from the 

Evangelism Committee 

A nyone who would like to take home the 

informational bookmark from their hymnal 

should feel free to do so.  

 

W e also encourage all to wear their nametags, 

since this is the best way to become 

familiar with one another. The tags can be found 

in the narthex. If you need a tag let the office 

know.  

 
Editors Note:  If you are wearing your nametag and 
you forget who you are, all that you have to do is look 
down. 

Å ñFaith, like light, should always be simple and 

unbending; while love, like warmth, should beam 

forth on every side and bend to every necessity of 

our brethren.ò 

ðMartin Luther 

Å ñNo man ever got very high by pulling other 

people down.... Donôt knock your friends. Donôt 

knock your enemies. Donôt knock yourself.ò 

ðAlfred, Lord Tennyson 

Å ñGod is in the business of taking old pieces of 

our lives, refinishing them and, at just the right 

time, surprising us with newfound beauty.ò 

ðSusan Duke 

 Some of our days seem very dark. Sick-

ness, the death of a loved one, the loss of a job or 

another struggle overshadows life. In our despair, 

it can be difficult to sense Godôs presence. If God 

were here, we reason, surely heôd be shining his 

light on our dark circumstances. 

 When life is bright and joyous, itôs easy to 

sense God; the sun becomes a natural metaphor 

for Godôs Son, Jesus, the Light of the world. But 

even on cloudy days, the sun still shines, its pres-

ence not bound by our limited vision. And in the 

darkest night, the sun remains; the warmth it gave 

before dusk lingers, enough to preserve us into 

the dawning of a new day. Sometimes we even 

catch its reflection in the moon.  

 ñWeeping may linger for the night, but 

joy comes with the morningò (Psalm 30:5b, 

NRSV). Trust in God; even in lifeôs dark times, 

the Son still shines! 
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myth. We are who we are because God has made 
us and called us to become stewards of his 
possessions. Giving is the most noble and natural 
expression of our humanity. In fact, worship itself 
is the highest expression of giving. Worship is a 
word from the Old English, weorthscipe or worth 
ship. Only God is worthy of the royal title of 
ultimate worth. 
   During this month we are invited once again to 
participate in a life-transforming exercise. We are 
given the privilege of registering our gratitude to 
God by offering a pledge of our prayers, our 
attendance at worship, a portion of our wages or 
monetary assets, and our gifts of sacrificial 
service. The full scope of who we are is offered as 
a gift to God! 
   This year all who pledge will receive a thank 
you note from a child who attends one of the 
Sunday school classes. A certain third grader 
drew a representation of the church in crayon 
last week and wrote this message, a copy of 
which some of you will receive: 'We thank you 
for all the things we have at Cary that help us 
learn about Jesus, especially our third grade 
Bibles.' In that Bible this child is discovering the 
story of the One who gave thanks by giving his 
life. Because of God's gift, we shall each receive 
eternal life. This child is now learning about Jesus 
who gave the gift that keeps on giving. Forever. 
  
Pastor Shirley 

(Continued from page 1) 

Books & Bagels 

UMW Activities  

 For 

October    

Craft group meets - 

  Wedôs from 9 AM to 12 noon.  

  Newcomers welcome. 

  Carolyn Swider 

 

UMW MISSION TEAM ï 

 Tues. Oct. 4 at 7 PM 

 Judy Sutliff  

 

 Knit and Crochet 

  Thurs. Oct 6 - 10 AM to 11:30 AM 

  Knit and crochet  Prayer Shawls 

  Lois Voss  

  

 Books and Bagels ï 

 Fri. Oct. 7 at 7:00 PM 

 Panera Bread ï FRG 

 Featured Book ï South of Superior 

 Dawn Ferree  

  

Dorcas Circle ï 

 Wed. Oct. 12 at 12:15 PM 

 Lunch is served, program follows 

 Penny Libert  

  

UMW Pot luck Luncheon - 

  Sun. Oct. 16 at 12:15 PM 

  All women of the Church are invited.  Bring a dish 

to share. 

  ProgramïWorld Thank Offering  

  Lois Voss  

  

Prayer Shawl Ministry - 

  Sun. Oct. 16  Shawls to be blessed during the 

Church Services. 

  

Circle of Friends - 

  Fri. Oct. 21 at 7 PM 

  Jennifer Boudart  

  

Prayer Breakfast - 

  Sat. Oct. 22 at 8:30 AM 

  Cary Restaurant 

  Please contact  

  Dorothy Fagerson if you plan to 

  Attend  

B ooks that we will discuss for the reminder of 

2011: 

 

October 7      South of Superior by Ellen Airgood 

 

November 4  How to Bake a Perfect Life by  

  Barbara O'Neal 

 

December 2   Shepherds Abiding by Jan Karon  
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