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Dear Friends in Christ

I am often amazed by the profundity of
prayers that flow from truly grateful people.
One day, few weeks ago, a young woman came

to my office in the church, to ask for a place
where to do her Community Service hours. She
had called several places but had been unable to
find the help she needed to complete her work. |
asked her what had been the situation that led
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said, with tears in her eyes and shame in her
heart. After conversing for few minutes | told her
she could help me with some projects | needed
to finish. This young mother, without thinking
twice, began praying spontaneously: 'O Lord, yot
are always more generous than | deserve. Thank
you, Lord, Praise your name!

Her eloquence was born of sincerity. These
words came from the depths of a grateful heart.
Indeed, the spirit of this young mother's petition
is and has been replicated in the lives of
countless people whom | meet through my work
as a minister here at Cary UMC helping people
from the community. My moments of sharing
with the least of these opens within me a
renewed sense of gratitude, teaching me that all
expressions of authentic prayer are rooted in
praise.

This is the time of the year when we start
thinking about our annual budget and our
pledges. Giving money to the church budget is
really a matter of gratitude. Ingratitude is the
result of not knowing who we really are. God is
owner. We are owners. The seifade person is a

(Continued on pag8)
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Notes from the
Evangelism Committee

Anyone who would like to take home the
informational bookmark from their hymnal
should feel free to do so.

We also encourage all to wear their nametags$hirley Pulgatughes
since this is the best way to become Bethany Decker

familiar with one anotheiThe tags can be found
in the narthex. If you need a tag let the office
know.

Editors Note: If you are wearing your nametag and

A iGod is in the business
our lives, refinishing them and, at just the right
time, surprising us Wwith
0 Susan Duke
Staff
David LagosFonseca

Pastors

Christian Education Director

Tracy Laws Preschool Director
Dawn Ferree Administrative Assistant
Kathy Thompson Administrative Assistant
Vicki Oberlies Financial Secretary

Music Director
Organist

Kathleen Gentes
Penny Libert

you forget who you are, all that you have to do is look Holly Voss Wedding Coordinator
down. Laura Prather Nursery Coordinator
Sue Heizer Funeral Coordinator
Sue Appleton
A AFaith, like |ight | %duif d a FypaailychegnLoordinatersy | e 2
unbending; while love, like warmth, should beam A"uro Arreola Custodian
forth on every side and bend to every necessity Obyice Hours:
our brethren. o Mon.d Thurs.
o0 Martin Luther 9:00 a.m. to noon; 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Friday
9:00 a.m. to noon
A - AiNo man ever got very high by pulling other
people down. Donot RuMayechedulsiour friends Donot
knock your enemies. Dogjor@;iys(:%&ock S;Zgog:mr sel f.o
0 Alfred, Lord Tennyson Worship 11:00 a.m.
Praise Service: 2nd/4th Sundays
11:00 a.m.
Some of our days seem very dark. Sick-
ness, the death of a loved one, the loss of a job or Church E-mail Address
another struggle overshadows life. In our despair,Cffice caryume@caryumc.org
it can be difficult t op&ScEhSeE GOd@CﬁlPreEcﬁocﬁ@%aﬂoB.&n‘?- I f
were here, we reason, s el y he égundhdvaveabalyuihdoly g hi
light on our dark circumstances. Christian Ed christianed@caryumc.org
When | ife is brightWelsied j oyous, WHVEARUMGEIFsy t 0
sense God; the sun becomes a natural metaphor
for Godoés Son, Jesus, the Li gﬁ'et""SE'g_ttE?rfStafft he worl d. E
even on cloudy days, thg sun st.illlshines, i'ts pres- Tom Is(\:\:ider
ence not bound by our limited vision. And in the Silver News
darkest night, the sun remains; the warmth it gave Cheri Brockhoeft
before dusk lingers, enough to preserve us into labeling
the dawning of a new day. Sometimes we even Off'c.el.Staff
catch its reflection_in the moon. _ Vg]lilnltnegers
AWeeping may | inger f or t hewseielDdaiite, but
j oy comes with the mor Atiles gedue theRhaf bach mdtdfor tbelfoljowing
NRSV). Trust in God; : ewoend hp giisbesidfgoryglislesqpuidpek t i me s ,
the Son still shines! submitted via email to: swidertc@comcast.netPlease
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myth. We are who we are because God has made

us and called us to become stewards of his

possessions. Giving is the most noble and natural
expression of our humanity. In fact, worship itself

is the highest expression of givingorshipis a
word from the Old Englishyeorthscipeor worth
ship. Only God is worthy of the royal title of
ultimate worth.

UMW Activities

For
October
Craft group meets
Wedbés from 9 AM to 12

Newcomers welcome.
Carolyn Swider

During this month we are invited once again to  ;ynw MISSION TEAM i
participate in a liferansforming exercise. We are Tyes. Oct. 4 at 7 PM
given the privilege of registering our gratitude to  Judy Sutliff

God by offering a pledge of our prayers, our

attendance at worship, a portion of our wages or Knit and Crochet

monetary assets, and our gifts of sacrificial

Thurs. Oct 6 10 AM to 11:30 AM

service. The full scope of who we are is offered as Knit and crochetPrayer Shawls

a gift to God!

This year all who pledge will receive a thank
you note from a child who attends one of the
Sunday school classes. A certain third grader
drew a representation of the church in crayon
last week and wrote this message, a copy of
which some of you will receive: 'We thank you
for all the things we have at Cary that help us
learn about Jesus, especially our third grade

Bibles." In that Bible this child is discovering the

story of the One who gave thanks by giving his

Lois Voss

Books and Bagels

Fri. Oct. 7 at 7:00 PM

Panera Bread FRG

Featured Book South of Superior
Dawn Ferree

Dorcas Circlé

Wed. Oct. 12 at 12:15 PM

Lunch is served, program follows
Penny Libert

life. Becguse qf Go_d's_gift, we sha_ll each receive ;i Pot luck Luncheon
eternal life. This child is now learning about Jesus g, Oct. 16 at 12:15 PM

who gave the gift that keeps on giving. Forever.

Pastor Shirley

Books & Bagels

All women of the Church are invitedBring a dish

to share.

Prograni World Thank Offering
Lois Voss

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Sun. Oct. 16Shawls to be blessed during the

B ooks that we will discuss for the reminder of chureh Services.

2011:

October 7 South of Superior by Ellen Airgood

November 4How to Bake a Perfect Life by
Barbara O'Neal

December 2 Shepherds Abiding by Jan Karon

Circle of Friends

Fri. Oct. 21 at 7 PM
Jennifer Boudart

Prayer Breakfast
Sat. Oct. 22 at 8:30 AM
Cary Restaurant
Please contact
Dorothy Fagerson if you plan to
Attend

nooil



As I write this the air is already so much cooler. Our vegetable garden gave us a bumper crop of
zucchini, peppers and late tomatoes, but now it is exhausted. The leaves are starting their
inevitable fall and the sweaters and hats are appearing around our neighborhood. It’s football
season. And for me, it’s birthday season — three members of my family and three close friends at
CUMC all have October birthdays!

It is also harvest season, a time that always puts me in mind of our ancestor Abel, who brought
the first fruits of his good harvest to God, and how pleased God was to receive it. By the time
this 1s published, CUMC will be underway with our 2011 stewardship campaign — a similar time
of harvest and presenting our gifts to God. Financial stewardship is an extremely important
component of a balanced spiritual life. For some, it is the most tangible and impactful way to
express our love and gratitude to our Father. We give back to Him only what was His to begin
with, and in so doing deepen and mature our spiritual relationship with our Lord. We are called
to give generously, cheerfully and gratefully.

In our church and in the Methodist tradition generally, families make a “pledge” — also called a
statement of intent or an estimate of giving — of financial support for ministry. My faith
upbringing was not in a pledging tradition, and so this approach was very novel to me for several
years. Why do we pledge? What should I pledge? What if I pledge too much or too little? I
had these and many other questions, just as you may. Here is what I’ve been able to learn over
the last several years.

e Why should I pledge? The process of pledging is important because, among other
things, 1t requires us to prayerfully consider what God is calling us to give. Pledging
forces us to be intentional in making decisions about our financial giving. We plan
ahead. We examine our financial resources seriously. We measure priorities and values.
And we get an excellent picture of where are money is really being spent. We see where
we are putting our own money, and what percentage of our income is spent on God’s
ministries as opposed to entertainment, shopping, hobbies, Starbucks... whatever.

e What should I pledge? Fixingthe amount of your annual pledge is a matter between
you God. Our Methodist tradition supports “proportionate giving,” which simply means
basing your pledge on a percentage of your income. Tithing (a pledge of 10% of your
income) is an example of proportionate giving that is held up as the “ideal” pledge
throughout the Scriptures. A tithe may sound like an unattainable goal to begin with, but
if you start with a certain proportion of your income and increase the percentage each
year, you may find yourself tithing in a relatively short time. Some start with 4%, 6% or
5%, a “half tithe.” Another example of proportionate giving is a quarter-tithe, 2.5% of
income, which is roughly equivalent to pledging the first hour of pay from a 40-hour
workweek. The United Methodist Church, as part of its responsibilities in the area of
stewardship, has instructed each of its conferences to “educate the local church that
tithing is the minimum goal of giving in The United Methodist Church.” (Book of
Discipline, 2004.) But where you start or whether you tithe on your income is not nearly
as important as simply making your first pledge and responding to God’s overwhelming
generosity and love.



e What other ways can I increase my financial giving? Most of us are familiar with the
traditional method of bequeathing money or other property to an organization in a will.
This is an excellent way to support CUMC’s ministries into perpetuity. There are other
forms of legacy or planned giving you may wish to consider, as well. The making of a
gift or establishment of a trust to benefit the Church during your life contributes to
CUMC and may also be a wise move for your own income or estate tax planning. The
most common gifts are cash and stock or other securities. It is possible, however, to make
a gift of almost anything of value that you own, including life insurance policies, 401(k)
accounts, annuities, and real property.

Trusts can be structured in many different ways. An attorney or financial advisor can
advise you as to how to tailor one to your particular situation and needs. As just one
example, it is possible to set up a trust under which you reserve to yourself the income
from stocks or other property for your life or for a specified period of time, with the
stocks going outright to CUMC at the end of the trust period. Or, you can do the
opposite: set up a trust under which CUMC receives income from stock or other property
for a period of years, after which the stock goes to your descendants or other
beneficiaries. All gifts to CUMC qualify for the maximum allowable federal income tax
charitable deduction. In addition, gifts to CUMC deductible for federal estate and gift tax
purposes. Your attorney or other advisor can explain the particular tax benefits of trust
arrangements such as those described above. For more information about legacy giving,
please contact your Pastors, or any member of the Endowment or Finance Committees.

Brian McCarthy,
Lay Leader

By Bil and Jeff Keane
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