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Tangled Threads 

 
He will not allow your foot to slip; He who keeps you will not slumber. 

Psalm 121:3 NASB 

 

We pray because prayer opens up the floodgates of God’s infinite grace and power to 

flow toward a person in need.  God can act without prayer, but He chooses to operate 

within the boundaries of human will and invitation.  With each prayer, He allows us 

to participate in His work on earth. 

 

Leonard Ravenhill once said about prayer, ―One might estimate the weight of the 

world, tell the size of the celestial city, count the stars of heaven, measure the speed 

of lightning, and tell the time of the rising and the setting of the sun—but you cannot 

estimate prayer power.  Prayer is as vast as God because He is behind it.  Prayer is as 

mighty as God because He has committed Himself to answer it.‖ 

 

A sign in a cotton factory read:  ―If your threads get tangled, send for the foremen.‖  

One day a new worker got her threads tangled.  The more she tried to disentangle 

them, the worse the situation grew.  Finally, she sent for the foreman.  He asked, 

―Why didn’t you send for me earlier?‖  She replied, ―I was doing my best.‖  He an-

swered, ―No, your best would have been to send for me.‖  

 

When we face a tough situation, our first response should be to ask for God’s help.  

He longs to be our helper and to untangle the threads of our lives. 

 
It is such a comfort to drop the tangles of life 

Into Godôs hands and leave them there. 

 

 

Meditation from: 

―God’s Little Daily Devotional‖ 
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The Evelyn Howe Caring Christian Award 

 

The Evelyn Howe Caring Christian Award was initi-

ated by 

Reverend Bob Baker, after the death of Evelyn in 

1993.  A plaque hangs in the hallway near the sanc-

tuary, with the following inscription:  ―Evelyn 

Howe, a Caring Christian, died 

August 1993.  After many years of commitment to 

Christ, service to CARY UNITED METHODIST 

CHURCH, and a joyous healing presence to others.  

This recognition is given to one who exemplifies 

this spirit.‖ 

 

Past recipients are: Marge Ringholm, Donna Miller, 

John Perkins, Orville and Arlysse Nelson, Rich 

Heizer, and Hank Kraus. 

 

On June 15, 2008, the award for the year 2007 was 

presented to Barbara Nelson, Barbara has been an 

active part of this congregation, and is very deserv-

ing of this award.  Congratulations Barb! 

Circle of Friends Hosts Lemonade Stand for PADS 

 

On Sunday, July 6, Circle of Friends (a branch of the 

UMW) hosted a lemonade stand after the 8:30 a.m. 

and 11:00 a.m. services.  The ladies raised $201.35 to 

benefit PADS.  Way to go Circle of Friends!! 



UMW Activities for August 

 

All women of the church are invited to participate.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday mornings: The Craft Group will be meeting Wednesday mornings from 

9 a.m. to noon throughout the summer. We welcome anyone interested in joining us, 

or if you cannot and want to do something at home, please contact Carolyn Swider 

(847) 540-8478. We are preparing for our November Bazaar, and welcome extra help. 

 

Tuesday, August 5: UMW Mission Team Meeting meets at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Friday, August 15:  Circle of Friends at 7:00 p.m.  We will meet at the home of Pam 

Jungman (847) 462-8498. 

 

Sunday, August 17:  Prayer Shawl Ministry meets at 9:45 a.m.  For information, con-

tact Lois Voss (847) 639-7033. 

 

Womenôs Prayer Breakfast.  Contact Dorothy Fagerson for information (847) 639-

8647. 

 

Looking ahead to Septemberé 

Books & Bagels will discuss Splashes of Joy in the Cesspools of Life by Barbara John-

son on Saturday, September 6.  Contact Kim Franck for further details (847) 516-

4138. 



Taste of Cary Grove 

 

 

 

 

On August 17, Cary Grove Neighborhood Life is holding a fund-

raiser to benefit the Cary Grove Food Pantry.  The Taste of Cary Grove is featur-

ing music by Jake to the Bone and food is being provided by Galati’s, The Tracks, 

Boardwalk Bob’s, The Coffee Station, Brunch Café, Wool Street, Peter’s Bakery, 

Five O’Clock Steakhouse, and Kojak’s/Chicago Eats Catering.  There will be a 

Bingo tent and prizes, children’s activities and games, and an art auction. 

 

Lake Julian can only accommodate 300 people at a time so we will need to have 

two seatings.  The seatings are 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.  

Tickets are $10.00 for adults and $5.00 for children.  Your food and beverage are 

included in the price of the tickets. 

 

Cary UMC is proud to be a member of this exciting organization.  Other partner 

churches are the Evangelical Free Church, St. Barnabas, Sts. Peter and Paul, and 

Willow Creek.  The motto of Cary Grove Neighborhood Life is ―Neighbors Con-

necting to Better Serve the Community.‖ 

 

Many of you participated in our spring activity ―Feed My Starving Children‖ 

which benefits children in third world countries.  Our summer activities are the 

lemonade stands to benefit the two Cary PADS sites, and the Taste of Cary to sup-

port the local food pantry.  Tickets will be available for purchase from any of the 

member churches. Tickets will be sold after the church services at Cary UMC on 

July 27, August 3, and August 10.  Please plan to support this 

exciting and fun event.  If you would like more information or 

have questions, please call Janice Prunier-King at (847) 639-

8157. 



STEPHEN MINISTRY 

SUMMARY REPORT 

October 2006 ï June 2008 
 

 2006 

 

 Cary United Methodist Church Stephen Ministry was initiated by Pastor Carol Cory.  

 

 In the Fall of 2006 Pastor Cory recruited Kristen Fell, Beth Kreuger, Lori Seubert, Paul Carlberg and Sheila De-

Camp to attend an informational meeting at the Lutheran Church of the Atonement in Barrington, Illinois. During 

that Fall Beth Krueger and Pastor Cory made a presentation on Stephen Ministry to the CUMC Natural Church 

Development committee. Janice Prunier-King was recruited at that meeting. 

In December of 2006 CUMC was formally enrolled as a Stephen Ministry Church. 

 

 2007 & 2008 

 

 Three CUMC members, Beth Krueger, Janice Prunier-King and Lori Seubert received 50 hours of Stephen Min-

istry Training from January to May of 2007 at the Lutheran Church of the Atonement.  In the Spring of 2007 

Pastor Cory, Kristen Fell and Janice Prunier-King and Beth Krueger completed Stephen Ministry Leader Train-

ing 

 

 Our first Commissioning of Stephen Ministers and Stephen Leaders was conducted on June 24, 2007. Beth 

Krueger, Lori Seubert and Janice Prunier-King were commissioned as Stephen Ministers.  Paul Carlberg was 

recognized as a previously commissioned Stephen Minister.  Pastor Cory, Beth Krueger, Kristen Fell and Janice 

Prunier-King were commissioned as Stephen Ministry Leaders. 

 

 The Leadership Team met throughout the summer of 2007.  We began recruiting Stephen Ministry candidates 

and interviewing individuals to receive our care.  Other churches with a Stephen Ministry were contacted to de-

velop partnerships for the Stephen Ministry Training.  Christ United Methodist Church of Algonquin and St 

Barnabas Lutheran Church joined with us for the Stephen Ministry Training which ran from September 2007 

through February of 2008.  Beth Krueger and Janice Prunier-King from CUMC and Arlene Young from Christ 

United Methodist conducted the training for a class of 10.  

 

 On February 11, 2008, Cary United Methodist commissioned Barry Booker, Marie Colbert, Elfine Hansen, Sue 

Heiser, Joan Prather and Nancy Petriak as Stephen Ministers. 

 

 Our Stephen Ministry began providing caring visits to two care receivers in October of 2007.  We have gradu-

ally added more care receivers and have provided care to a total of seven care receivers.  Terminal illness, long 

term illness, loneliness, and divorce recovery are some of the situations with which we have been able to help.  

 

 Here are some statistics for 10 months that we have been providing caring visits:  

 

  

Total Number of Care Receivers      7 

Total Time for Face to Face Visits   107 Hrs. 

Total Number of Visits                     103 

Total Time for Phone Care               8 Hrs. 

 

 Kristen Fell is the referral coordinator.  To make referrals to the Stephen Ministry contact Kristen Fell at (847) 

462-1361.  Anyone interested in becoming a Stephen Minister may call Beth Krueger at (847) 516-3064 or 

Janice Prunier-King at (847) 639-8157.  We will be beginning a new class for Stephen Minister Training in Sep-

tember 2008. 

 

  



Christian Education Events 

 
  

               Summer Sunday School:  
òThe Ten Commandmentsó 

 

 June 8 ð August 10  
 

 Preschoolers ð 6th  grade  
                       9:45 ð 10:45 am in 
                           Wesley Wing 
Each week at Summer Sunday School we will learn about 
one of the ten commandments through music, games and 
crafts.   

Please note: 

There WILL NOT  be Sunday School 

August 17 and August 24  
Sunday School 2008-2009 ï Teachers Needed 

 

 Sunday School teachers are needed for the 2008-2009 school year.  Our teachers are a very 

important ingredient to our lively educational program.  Please prayerfully consider becoming 

a part of this vital ministry.  We are looking for persons who would like to make a difference in 

the lives of children, who want to be of service, who want to grow personally while enabling 

others to grow as well.  ALL classes have a teaching team so that there are always two or more 

teachers in the classroom on any given Sunday.   

Please open your heart and say ñYES!ò 

 

 Contact: Bethany Decker, (847) 639-7627 ext. 16 



Vacation Bible School 2008  
 

 We had an awesome week at Vacation Bible School learning how to ride the wave of 

Godôs love and embracing the Beach Be-Attitudes:  

Be Obedient, Be Kind, Be Forgiving, Be Bold, and 

Believe. 

 

 We had a total of 130 children in attendance, over 

50 volunteers doing everything from teaching to 

surfing, and 1 flamingo named Flame that learned 

all about Godôs amazing love.   

 
Through our mission we learned to give with our whole hearts.  We collected and made 

71 layette kits  and 24 sewing kits  (for a total of 95 kits) that will be sent to UMCOR 

(United Methodist Committee on Relief).  These kits will help new mothers have 

clothes and diapers for their new born babies and the sewing kits will help young 

women learn how to sew and make clothing for themselves and others.  We also col-

lected a total of $754.00 in our daily offerings during Vacation Bible School that will 

also be sent to UMCOR (the total does not include the monetary gifts given by our own 

congregation).   

Sunday School 2008-2009 
We will kick-off our Sunday School year with an Open House on: 

 

 SUNDAY, AUGUST 31, 2008 

9:45-10:45am 
 

 Children in Preschool – 6th grade will meet in Wesley Wing  

before going to their individual classrooms 

 

 Youth 7th – 12th grade will meet in the Youth Room 

 

 Parents are invited to stay and hear about what their  

children and youth will be learning this year in Sunday School. 

 

 Please register your child/ren for Sunday School.   

Return forms to Bethany Decker or to the Church Office.  

 

 Be sure to check out www.caryumc.org for more information regarding Sunday School cur-

riculum, teachers, and other special events! 

http://www.caryumc.org


Cary United Methodist Church 

Sunday School 2008-2009 

REGISTRATION 
ONE PER FAMILY 

 

PARENTS NAME           

 

  

 
 

 STUDENTS NAME__________________________________GRADE___________ 

 

 NICKNAME_______________________________BIRTHDAY_________________ 

 

 ALLERGIES___________________________________________________________ 

 

 STUDENTS NAME__________________________________GRADE___________ 

 

 NICKNAME_______________________________BIRTHDAY_________________ 

 

 ALLERGIES___________________________________________________________ 

 

 STUDENTS NAME__________________________________GRADE___________ 

 

 NICKNAME_______________________________BIRTHDAY_________________ 

 

 ALLERGIES___________________________________________________________ 

 

 STUDENTS NAME__________________________________GRADE___________ 

 

 NICKNAME_______________________________BIRTHDAY_________________ 

 

 ALLERGIES___________________________________________________________ 

                                                 

I will assist my childôs class        Once a week         Once a month   

ADDRESS            

 

 PHONE            

  

EMAIL             

 

 EMERGENCY CONTACT     PHONE        

________________________________________________________________________ 
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